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Village Board MEETINGS

PuBlic SerVice DIRECTORY

Board meetings are held on the second and 

fourth Tuesday of each month at 7:30 PM in 

the Village Hall Board Room, 2020 Chestnut 

Road. Committee of the Whole meetings are 

held on the first and third Tuesdays, as an-

nounced. The public is invited to all meetings 

and they may introduce appropriate items not 

listed on the agenda.

Police Emergency .................................  9-1-1

Fire & Paramedic Emergency ...............  9-1-1

Police Non-Emergency ..................  206-3420

Fire Dept. Non-Emergency ...........  206-3400

Manager’s Office ...........................  206-3377

Public Works Dept. .......................  206-3470

Building Dept. ..............................  206-3858

Community Development ............  206-3385

After Hours Water Emergency ........798-2131

Prop. Maint./Code Enforcement ........  206-3858

Homewood Public Library ............  798-0121

Homewood Area Chamber of Commerce .....  206-3384

Homewood-Flossmoor Park District ..............  957-0300
  Marie Irwin Community Center .............  957-7275
  H-F Senior Activity Center ......................  957-7275
  Racquet & Fitness Club ..........................  799-1323
  Ice Arena .................................................  957-0100
  Dolphin Lake Pool ..................................  798-0085
  Lions Club Pool.......................................  799-2223
School District 153 ........................................  799-5661
School District 161 ........................................  647-7000
Homewood Flossmoor High School ...............  799-3000
St. Joseph School ............................................  798-0467
Homewood Community Academy .................  799-6912

VILLAGE PRESIDENT
Richard A. Hofeld

VILLAGE CLERk
Gayle Campbell

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Trustee Gail Bibb 
Trustee Ralph DeWitt
Trustee Ray Robertson
Trustee Jim Garofalo
Trustee Thomas W. Kataras
Trustee Glenn Tienstra

Board, commiSSion &
committee MEETINGS

All meetings are held at the Village Hall, 2020 Chestnut Road,  
at the times and locations listed unless otherwise announced.  
A monthly schedule of all meetings is posted in the lobby of  
the Village Hall.

Appearance Commission
1st Wednesday at 7:30 PM, Board Room

*Beautification Committee – TBD

*Cable TV Commission – TBD

Committee of the Whole
1st & 3rd Tuesday as scheduled at 7:30 PM, Board Room

Community Relations Commission
1st Monday at 7 PM, Conference Room

*Economic Development Committee – TBD

Fire and Police Commission
Quarterly; July 23, October 22 at 6 PM Conference Room

Heritage Committee
3rd Thursday at 7:30 PM, Conference Room

*Homewood Rail Committee – TBD

Plan Commission
2nd & 4th Wednesday at 7:30 PM, Board Room

Police Chief ’s Citizens Advisory Committee
4th Monday at 7 PM, Police Conference Room

Senior Advisory Committee
3rd Monday/Odd Months at 7 PM, Conference Room

*Stormwater Resource Committee – TBD

Tree Committee
2nd Thursday at 6:30 PM, Conference Room

*Veterans Committee – TBD

Village Board of Trustees
2nd & 4th Tuesday at 7:30 PM, Board Room

Zone Board of Appeals
2nd & 4th Thursday at 7:30 PM, Board Room

Teach your children how to use 9-1-1 in an emergency
Village of Homewood (Main Number) 798-3000

community

South Suburban
708-798-1333

Now’s the time to trust the 
Southland’s Leader in Real Estate

Only Full-Time 
Professional Agents 

since 1979

BUYING 
or SELLING 

Call 

First!
South Suburban

PresIdent’s Message

Richard A. Hofeld 

Village President

�

Get One
Complimentary Entree

when a second entree of equal or
greater value is purchased 

(up to $4.00 value)
With purchase of 2 Beverages and this coupon. 

Dine In Only.  Not valid with any other offer or discounts. 
Valid through November 30, 2008.

Get One
Complimentary Entree

when a second entree of equal or
greater value is purchased 

(up to $4.00 value)
With purchase of 2 Beverages and this coupon. 

Dine In Only.  Not valid with any other offer or discounts. 
Valid through November 30, 2008.

�

 CALENDAR
Village committees and 

commissions perform 
important functions that are vital 
to the livability and character of our 
town. They are staffed by roughly 
150 citizen volunteers, who lend 
their time and expertise freely to 
our community. Some committees 
such as the Plan Commission and 
Zone Board interpret development 
standards, while others are 
dedicated toward providing added 
services to enhancing the amenities 
Homewood has to offer.

In the time that I have served 
as your Village President, eight 
new committees have been created 
to achieve these goals. Those 
committees include:

• Cable
• Stormwater Resource
• Heritage
• Tree
• Rail

• Veterans
• Senior Advisory 
• Police Chief ’s Advisory
Additionally two committees 

have expanded their charge. 
Beautification Committee members 
now assist Public Works in the 
design, selection and planting of 
flowers in public areas and the 
hanging of baskets in the Central 
Business District. The annual 
Beautification Awards Ceremony 
has evolved into a wonderful event 
at the Irwin Center that has been 
enthusiastically received by award 
winners.

The Community Relations 
Commission has become responsible 
for Village events. From Chocolate 
Fest in February, Dog Days in 
August, Fall Fest in September to 
our family New Year’s Eve Day 
Celebration, you can always find 
their members hard at work. 

In this issue, I would like to 
accentuate the Seniors Advisory 
Committee. Their members have 
initiated services that are now 
available to Homewood residents. 
The services that the Seniors 
Advisory Committee oversees 
are very important for our older 
residents. First and foremost for 
seniors is transportation. Seniors 
who drive are eligible for up to 
two reduced rate vehicle Village 
stickers each year. For those seniors 
who no longer drive, taxi vouchers 
are available for $1 per trip. The 
Village subsidized program offers 
up to 20 rides per month for taxi 
rides within an approximate five 
mile radius of Homewood. Our 
seniors can now have transportation 
to go shopping, keep doctor’s 

 continued on page 4
President’s message

September ...............Farmer’s Market 
 Every Saturday through October 11
 8 AM to 1 PM, St. Joseph’s Parish Parking Lot 
 Call the Manager’s Office: 206-3375

September 20 ..........Fall Fest & Chili Cook Off
 Hickory Road at Dixie Highway & Martin Avenue
 11 AM to 10 PM, Call the Manager’s Office: 206-3375 
 
October 4 ................Gramma’s Attic Craft Show
 Irwin Center, 9 AM to 2 PM
 Call the H-F Park District: 957-0300

October 5 ................Fire Department Open House
 Homewood Fire Station, 17950 Dixie Highway
 11 AM to 2 PM, Call the Fire Department: 206-3400

October 11 ..............Fall Fishing Derby
 Dolphin Lake, 8 AM to 11:30 AM
 Call the H-F Park District: 957-0300, Tickets required.

October 19 ..............Hall of Fame Luncheon
 Ravisloe Country Club, 12 PM
 Call the Manager’s Office: 206-3375, Tickets required.

October 19 ..............8th Annual Haunted Hounds
 Rover’s Run Dog Park, 1 PM
 Call the H-F Park District: 957-0300 

October 31 ..............Halloween Happenings, James Hart Gymnasium
 6:30 PM to 7:30 PM
 Call the H-F Park District: 957-0300

November 15 & 16 ..Downtown Businesses Host Holiday Open House
 

November 28 ...........4th Annual ButterBall Burner 5K
 Homewood Estates Park, 8 AM
 Call the H-F Park District: 957-0300
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President’s message
 continued from page 3
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appointments or meet friends, at a 
very reasonable fee, with a reliable, 
24 hour, seven day a week service.

Another benefit is our Senior 
I.D. bracelet. Subsidized by 
Homewood Rotary, this Spandex-
type bracelet is available for 
only $5. When registering for 
the program, personal family 
information as well as medical 
history is gathered and stored in 
a police department data base 
so that it is kept confidential, 
yet is readily accessible to 
emergency personnel. Should 
a person wearing the bracelet 
require assistance, the responding 
personnel save precious time by 
knowing the person’s medicines, 
conditions and family members 
to contact. This program has 
proven to be a lifesaver. I strongly 
encourage any senior who has not 
participated in the program to do 
so. Call the Police Department to 

make an appointment to receive 
a bracelet and provide your 
necessary information (206-
3442). If you can’t come to the 
police station, they will make an 
appointment to visit you when 
convenient.

Additionally, other important 
topical programs are also 
promoted. One upcoming program 
concerning vision loss will be 
conducted at the Irwin Center 
beginning September 17th and 
continuing through October. If 
you are interested in attending 
please contact Kathy Austin, a 
committee member, at Guild for 
the Blind (312-236-8569) or  
www.guildfortheblind.org. 

The Seniors Committee has 
also been involved in initiating an 
Elder Abuse Prevention Awareness 
Program. Pharmacists have been 
given informational cards to 
include in the prescriptions they 

are dispensing, alerting persons 
as to what constitutes elder 
abuse and where to report it. 
Surprisingly, financial exploitation, 
manipulating credit cards or 
bank accounts ranks highest. 
The message on the cards is clear, 
“Homewood Does Not Tolerate 
Elder Abuse.”

Other senior services include 
the availability of two reserved 
parking spaces in the Village Hall 
parking lot with easy access to the 
Metra trains. Call the Village Hall 
at 798-3000 to check availability. 
Various senior discounts are also 
offered by some of the businesses 
in the Village; please ask businesses 
you frequent if they offer any. The 
most requested senior discount is 
given by Homewood Disposal for 
residential trash pickup. This was 
started after discussions with the 
Village a few years ago. I encourage 
seniors to contact Homewood 

Disposal for this discount.
The Seniors Advisory 

Committee is comprised of not 
only seniors, but others who are 
also dedicated to improving senior 
services. Additionally, a member 
of the Police Department and 
Park District also attend meetings. 
Most senior services are provided 
at the federal, state, county, or 
township level, although the senior 
services Homewood provides truly 
enhance the quality of life for 
Homewood seniors.

If you are interested in 
volunteering to serve on a Village 
Committee, please stop by the 
Village Hall any Saturday from 
9 AM until noon to pick up an 
application and introduce yourself. 
I look forward to seeing you there. 
You will find volunteering to serve 
on a Village Committee is one of 
the most gratifying and fulfilling 
experiences. Give it a try!

• Windows
• Entry Doors
• Patio Doors
• Siding
• Soffits
• Gutters
• Fascia
• Skylights

EXPERIENCE THE M&M DIFFERENCE

A Division of M&M Roofing, INC.

   Celebrating over 30 years of excellence

Crete   708-756-7800         Mokena   708-478-1076     

“LIST or
 SELL 

I Do It Well!”

YOUR H/F AWARD
WINNING REALTOR!

John M. Beele

1056 Sterling Avenue • Flossmoor

957-0600 • VM 922-4107

� Summer Camp
� Mom’s Morning Out
� Half-Day & All-Day Pre-School
� Half-Day & All-Day Kindergarten

Salem Lutheran
Early Childhood Center

18328 Ashland Ave., Homewood, IL

708.206.0350

Now
Accepting 

Applications 
for 

‘08-’09 
School 
Year.

Illinois Residential Mortgage License MB.302 Equal Housing Lender 19831 Governors Highway, Flossmoor, IL 60422

FIRST MORTGAGE CORPORATION
Making American dreams come true since 1984.

Moz Sayeed
Your Mortgage Consultant for Life
Your FHA & Conventional Mortgage Specialist

(708) 647-5255

Call for credit 
analysis and 

prequalifi cation

    specializing in 

Suzuki Method instruction on 

violin, viola and cello

CERTIFIED SUZUKI TRAINED TEACHERS

 
For info or questions contact the director,
Suzanne Rickman at 708/799-7095
s-rickman@hotmail.com  
www.hfsuzukistrings.com

CoMMunIty news

Valerie’s Hands Teas are specialty 

teas blended by the Lambert family. 

The inspiration for this started 

long ago during the Lambert family 

evening meals, which were followed 

by many pots of tea and hours 

of lively conversation. Part of the 

conversation came from Gramma 

Castle, who lived with the family 

for 30 yrs. Having been born within 

an ear shot of the bells of St. Mary-

le-Bow Church in Cheapside of 

the City of London, she delighted 

the family with stories told in true 

cockney rhyming slang. During 

teatime, Gramma Castle would 

occasionally inform the family that 

what they were drinking was not 

real tea, remembering the tea of her 

first 26 years. When the daughters 

of the family found themselves 

sitting in a tea room in Barnsdale, 

England, drinking their first cup of 

tea they realized, “Gramma Castle 

was right! We hadn’t been drinking 

real tea.”

And so started the beginnings 

of offering good quality teas, with 

instruction on how to prepare 

and drink them here in the States. 

They dedicated this beginning by 

naming one of their first tea blends, 

an English desert tea, Barnsdale 

Butterscotch.

The teas and most of the 

ingredients used are purchased 

through a European wholesaler. In 

doing this, they provide Grade 1 tea 

instead of the Grade 3 and 4 most 

Americans are use to. The quality 

shows not only in the flavor but also 

in the amount of tea that can be 

made from the tea leaves. The same 

leaves can be used for two to four 

cups, depending on the tea. 

In addition to offering specialty 

teas, they offer information on the 

preparation of tea. What seems so 

complicated to many, (thus the 

use of tea bags), is made simple 

with providing directions on water 

preparation and steeping times of 

individual teas. For example, the 

water for green and white teas is 

never boiled, but is heated just to 

the point of steam rising from the 

water. Water for black, herbal and 

rooibis teas is brought to a rolling 

boil. Steeping times also vary: green 

and white teas are generally one 

to two minutes; black tea is three 

minutes, and for herbal and rooibis 

teas it may take as long as can be as 

long as 10 minutes. It is important 

to adhere to steeping times because 

when tea leaves are steeped for too 

long the leaves release bitterness and 

oils which is usually the reason most 

people do not like tea or cannot 

tolerate its effect on their stomach. 

Preparing loose leaf tea can be done 

with individual or pot infusers or 

can be as simple as putting the 

water in a pan, adding the leaves 

for steeping and then straining it 

through a strainer. (That’s what 

that thing is for in your Grandma’s 

kitchen drawer!) 

Some of our teas have been 

specifically blended for the 

Homewood Farmers Market. 

Our cinnamon tea, Home Sweet 

Homewood Cinnamon, is a 

wonderful blend of black teas 

enhanced with excellent cinnamon 

from the Mekong Delta of Thailand 

– cinnamon heaven! Our new green 

tea blend, named Bella Víta, after 

Pam Dennis and Brenda Ellison’s 

new store in Homewood, is a tea 

that was specifically blended for 

those who find the adjustment to 

the taste of green tea a challenge but 

still want the health benefits. It’s 

a “beautiful life” tea indeed when 

hibiscus, rose petals, blue mallow 

blossoms, sunflower, cornflower 

& chamomile with the natural 

flavorings of mango, passion fruit 

and pineapple are added. 

To learn more about Valerie’s 

teas, go to valerieshands.com, or 

call (708) 332-9852 in Illinois, and 

(219) 310-4420 in Indiana. 

Sign up to receive emails that 

will provide the whens and whats of 

the new tea blends including many 

published medical articles on the 

health benefits of teas, such as the 

red “bush” tea, rooibos, hibiscus, 

rosehip, echinacea, chamomile, 

cinnamon and pomegranate.

Valerie’s Hands Teas By Valerie DeWeese, Downtown Homewood Farmers Market Vendor

My family moved into 

Homewood in June of 2005. I grew 

up in Oak Forest and my husband 

grew up in the Frankfort/Mokena 

area. We bought our first home 

in Richton Park and then lived in 

Park Forest for seven years before 

moving to Homewood. I finished 

my college degree and got a job 

with Thornton Township where 

I was required to live within 

township boundaries. The choice 

of where to live was so easy. My 

husband and I were both familiar 

with Homewood and it felt like 

fate that we were brought to this 

wonderful community. The day 

we moved in, neighborhood kids 

came by to meet us and help us 

carry stuff in, and adult neighbors 

stopped by to welcome us and offer 

us refreshments and assistance. We 

were so struck by the friendliness 

of the community. It is such a 

wonderful feeling to drive, walk 

or bike down the street and have 

neighbors wave and smile. We love 

the parks and the fountain and 

especially all the events such as the 

Chocolate Fest, Homewood Days, 

Starry Night concerts and all the 

rest. My family frequently comes to 

visit and attend these activities with 

us. We actively support the Jennifer 

S. Fallick Cancer Support Center, 

the library and shop in Homewood 

whenever possible. Thank you 

for maintaining such a warm and 

inviting community. We hope to 

enjoy many happy years as residents. 

There is no doubt as to why it’s 

called Home Sweet Homewood.

 

Ray and Deb Majewski

A Resident Writes…

Join several community 

members in continuing the yard 

card tradition and spreading holiday 

cheer throughout H-F! Re-create 

your favorite holiday card, or paint 

your own masterpiece on a 4-x-5-ft. 

board to display in your yard. Come 

prepared to trace and paint, and 

leave the mess with us. 

Painting sessions are held 

Mondays and Wednesdays, 

7-9 PM. Guidance from  

H-F Park District 

instructor, Suzanne 

DeHahn, and project 

supplies are included (light package 

and stakes must be purchased 

separately). Register early! 

Location: Local storefront TBA. 

Fee: $97/New Card; $160/New 

Double-Sided Card; $70/Backside 

of existing card; $20/2-Hr. Touch 

up of existing card. Session 1: Sept. 

22-Oct. 20. Session 2: Nov. 1-30. 

To register or for more info, call 

957-PARK or visit hfparks.com.

Holiday Yard Card
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18162 Harwood Avenue, Homewood, IL 
(708) 798-8050

www.aureliospizza.com

QUALITY
QUANTITY

VALUE
Since 1959

Tell ‘em Joe sent me

Founded in 1959 by Joe Aurelio, Aurelio’s has 

been the meeting place for all occasions for 

five generations. Joe Aurelio’s strong belief in 

commitment to community led the village of 

Homewood to place honorary street signs in his 

name along Harwood Avenue. Today Aurelio’s 

continues its commitment to community in all 

of its 40 locations in a six state area. 

AURELIO’S
THE FAMILY PIZZERIA

Nothing says 
Homewood 
more than 
Aurelio’s Pizza.

Let me help you if buying or selling. 
For professionalism, 

dedication and commitment, 
   you need but one realtor.

Joanne 
Bartelsen
Your Neighborhood 

Realtor
Licensed in Illinois & Indiana

South Suburban 
708-922-1143

• CLEANING
• SEALING • STAINING

FREE ESTIMATES
708-206-2037

We Also... Powerwash Patios & Homes • Seal Blacktop

Hurry... Season Ends Soon!

Because every child deserves to feel good
 about school in the fall.

Especially yours.

Sylvan pinpoints exactly what your child needs 
for success this fall and helps master it.

Our proven system will inspire your child 
to learn.

The sooner you act, the sooner we can make a 
difference for the start of the new school year.

•

•

•

The following events are 

sponsored by the Homewood-

Flossmoor Park District; most 

events are free for the entire family. 

For details, contact the H-F Park 

District at 957-0300, or visit them 

online at hfparks.com

Gramma’s Attic Craft Show

Saturday, October 4 at the Irwin 

Center from 9 AM to 2 PM. 

Start your holiday shopping and 

decorating at the Gramma’s Attic 

Craft Show. Arts, crafts, collectibles 

and antiques will be available for 

purchase. A hot-dog lunch, bake 

sale and raffle are also included in 

the day’s events. 

Fall Fishing Derby

Saturday, October 11 at Dolphin 

Lake from 8-11:30 AM.

First and second place prizes for 

the biggest fish will be awarded to 

participants in three age categories. 

Door prizes will be raffled. All 

participants must be registered by 

10:30 AM on the day of the derby. 

Please check in and show your 

fishing permit. A 2008 H-F Park 

District Fishing Permit is required 

($5 R / $15 NR). 

8th Annual Haunted Hounds

Sunday, October 19 at Rover’s Run 

Dog Park at 1 PM.

Deck out your dog for this 

annual Halloween party! Come 

dressed to impress - prizes will 

be given for spookiest costume, 

funniest costume, best pair and 

coolest trick. Don’t miss this great 

chance to meet your H-F dog 

neighbors, win prizes (including 

a raffle — no costume required), 

and check out the latest canine 

costumes. Rain location: Flossmoor 

Field House. 

Halloween Happenings

Friday, October 31 at James Hart 

Gymnasium from 6:30-8:30 PM. 

More to do, more fun! Bring 

your carved pumpkin in from 6:30-

7:30 PM for the opportunity to 

win a prize in our Jack-O-Lantern 

Contest: the scariest, the funniest 

and most unusual. Help color our 

Giant Halloween Mural, and at 

7:30 PM join in our Halloween 

Costume Parade & Contest. Our 

interactive DJ will have you Hula 

Hooping, Cha Cha sliding and 

wrapping your best friend up like a 

Mummy! Hfparks.com

Annual ButterBall Burner 5K

Friday, November 28 at Homewood 

Estates Park; starts at 8 AM.

Mark your holiday calendar for 

this annual fun run. Held the Friday 

after Thanksgiving Day, the Burner 

helps you start your holiday season 

off the fit way. Make it your new 

tradition! For details contact,  

www.hfracquetandfitness.com.

H-F Park District Fall Happenings

Community News
 continued from page 5
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PolICe and FIre news
Departments of Police & fire

17950 Dixie Highway
Police Non-Emergency - 206-3420

fire Non-Emergency - 206-3400
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The Village may not prohibit 
door to door solicitation from 
taking place within the Village 
due to existing Supreme Court 
rulings. However, the Village does 
require every person desiring to 
engage in soliciting from persons 
in residences within the village 
to make a written application 
for a certificate of registration. 
Registered solicitors are issued 
an identification card from the 
Village and are required to wear the 
identification card on their outer 
clothing in a clearly visible manner. 
Solicitors may work within the 
Village Monday through Saturday 
between the hours on 9 AM and 
9 PM. Soliciting is not permitted 
on Sundays or any state or national 
holiday.

Signs are available that can 
be displayed at your residence 
asking solicitors not to approach 
your home. The signs state “No 
Solicitors Invited” on one side 
and “Only Solicitors Registered in 
Homewood, Illinois Invited” on 

the other. These signs are available 
at the Village Hall and Police 
Department for $1 each. 

Any solicitor who is not 
registered with the Village and 
approaches your home in violation 
of a posted sign or approaches 
your home outside of the approved 
hours, is subject to arrest. If you 
have contact with a solicitor who 
has violated any of these provisions, 
please notify the Police Department 
as soon as possible. You will be 
asked to give the dispatcher a 
description of the solicitor and the 
location. An officer will then be 
dispatched.

Solicitor Safety Tips
• Never let a solicitor into your 

home! Extra attention should 
be used if a solicitor requests to 
use your bathroom or asks for a 
drink. Would a stranger who is a 
professional ask such a request of 
their customer? The answer to that 
is No! 

• If the solicitor’s identification 

card is not clearly visible, ask them 
to produce the identification card. 
If they do not comply with your 
request, end the conversation 
politely and call the police 
department immediately.

• Take note of the solicitor’s 
description and any vehicle they 
may have. Do not think lightly 
of this encounter. Chances are 
this person will continue going to 
houses, your neighbor’s or friend’s 
house. 

• If you feel pressured, 
uncomfortable, intimidated 
or scared, politely end the 
conversation close the door and 
ask them to leave. If they are still 
aggressive inform, them you will 
get your spouse or call the police. 
Never let them know you are 
home alone. 

• If you know you are not 
interested the minute you answer 
the door, politely thank them and 
tell them you are not interested. 
You are not obligated to stand there 
and listen to their sales pitch. 

Solicitation in the Village

Every day millions of children 
take to the streets and roadways to 
get to and from school. They walk, 
ride their bicycles, take buses, and 
arrive in vehicles with one purpose 
– getting to and from school safely. 
Every year approximately 440,000 
public school buses travel more than 
4 billion miles and daily transport 
24 million children to and from 
school and school-related activities. 
For many children, this experience 
is a new one, and they may not 
understand the safety rules. Young 
children do not have the same frame 
of reference for safety as adults do. 
They may not “look before they 
leap,” which is why it is so important 
for families to supervise young 
children and practice safety skills 
with their older children. The tips 
noted below will help prepare your 
children for a safer journey.

1. Instruct your child to always 
take a friend when walking or riding 
his or her bike to and from school. 
It’s safer and more fun to be with 
your friends. Walk and ride in well-
lit areas, and never take shortcuts. 
When walking and biking, stay 
aware of your surroundings and 
observe all traffic rules in place to 
more safely share the roads and 
sidewalks with others.

2. Even though there is safety in 
numbers, it is still not safe for young 
children to walk to and from school, 
especially if they must take isolated 
routes before or during daylight. 
Always provide supervision for your 
young children to help ensure their 
safe arrival to and from school.

3. Your child should stay with a 
group while waiting at the bus stop. 

If anyone bothers your child while 
going to or from school, you should 
teach him or her to get away from 
that person, and tell you or another 
trusted adult. If an adult approaches 
your child for help or directions, 
remember grownups needing help 
should not ask children for help; 
they should ask other adults.

4. You should visit the bus stop 
with your children and learn the bus 
number. This will avoid confusion 
for your children about knowing 
which bus to ride.

5. Instruct your children if 
anyone they don’t know or a person 
who confuses, scares, or makes 
them feel uncomfortable offers a 
ride, say no. Children should never 
hitchhike. Also children should 
never accept a ride.

____  Make a list of important phone 
numbers, such as nonemergency 
numbers for the police and fire de-
partments, FBI field office, and local 
emergency management office, and 
post it by your telephone. Make sure 
children know how to dial 9-1-1 or 
“0” in an emergency.
____  Develop a communications 
plan for your family. Choose someone 
who does not live with you (prefer-
ably out-of-town) that you and other 
family members can contact to check 
on each other in the event that you are 
separated during a disaster. Carry the 
number in your wallet.
____  Establish a meeting place for 
family members if home or neighbor-
hood evacuation is necessary. Pick 
one place near your home and one 
outside your neighborhood in case 
you can’t return after a disaster.
____  Assemble an emergency 
preparedness kit that contains the 
following supplies:
  __ three to five day supply of 

water (one gallon per person 
per day)

  __ food that will not spoil and 
requires no cooking

  __ first-aid kit and needed 
medicine

  __ emergency tools, such as 
a battery-powered radio, cell 
phone, flashlight

 __ extra batteries
  __ personal items like toilet 

paper and plastic garbage bags
  __ change of clothing and 

blankets for each person
  __ portable generator if  

possible
____  Take a basic course in CPR and 
first-aid.
____  Learn how to turn off water, 
gas, and electricity at main switches.
____  Learn about emergency plans 
for your children’s school or day care 
center.
____  Draw a floor plan of your 
home and mark two escape routes 
from each room. Practice your evacu-
ation plan.
____  Know your community’s evacu-
ation routes.
____  Work with your Neighbor-
hood Watch group or civic associa-
tion to create a community disaster 
preparedness plan.

Disaster Preparedness: 
A Checklist

Know The Rules For Going To And From School More Safely

The Homewood Fire 

Department’s annual Open House 

will kick off Fire Prevention Week 

on Sunday, October 5 from 11 AM 

to 2:00 PM at the fire station.  

Be sure to come on down and visit 

with the firefighters and paramedics 

and see the lifesaving equipment 

they use every day. Raffles and prizes 

will be available throughout the day, 

and fun fire safety lessons will be 

learned by both young and old.

Fire Department 
Open House During 
Fire Prevention Week

The Fire Department wants you 

to prepare children who spend time 

on their own before or after school, 

so they’ll be safe and secure. 

Make sure your home is secure 

and that children know how 

to operate locks on doors and 

windows. Check your home for fire 

hazards and make sure all smoke 

detectors are operating. Have a 

home fire escape plan and practice 

it with your children. Teach them 

some basic first aid and have a 

small first kit stored where it can 

be found easily. Keep a list of 

important phone numbers by each 

phone, and make sure children 

know how to dial 9-1-1 in an 

emergency. Teach children personal 

safety and spend time discussing 

various situations and how they 

should handle them. 

Most important, establish some 

“house rules” and make sure your 

child understands the consequences 

if he or she should break a rule. 

Also, while school’s in session, 

check with your child’s school for 

after-school programs that might 

be offered in your area.

Home Alone

The Fire Department wants you 

to have a safe and happy Halloween 

this year. As you prepare for this 

“scary” holiday keep in mind a few 

simple safety rules. 

• Costumes should be short 

enough so as not to trip the wearer, 

and should be light in a bright color 

so motorists can easily see them.

• If store bought costumes 

are worn, they should be marked 

“flameproof.” This applies to 

masks, wigs and beards. 

Homemade costumes should 

be treated with a solution 

of borax and boric acid to 

enhance their flame retardant 

qualities. This treatment 

should not be relied upon 

completely to prevent costumes 

from catching fire. Children should 

always keep a good distance away 

from any sparks, open flames or 

intense heat. 

• Flashlights, not candles should 

be used to light pumpkins or 

accessories carried by children.

• Lighted candles used indoors 

for decoration can be hazardous. 

The use of light bulbs should 

likewise be avoided near all 

decorations.

• Examine all treats before 

allowing children to eat them. 

• Only give or accept tightly 

wrapped or packaged candy. 

Suggested Trick-or-

Treat hours in the Village of 

Homewood are 3 PM to 7  PM.

Make The Year’s Trick-or-Treat Time A Safe and Happy One

Now that the heating season is 

upon us, it’s time to consider safety 

when maintaining a comfortable 

environment in homes and 

businesses. Fires are caused each 

year because of inattention to 

fundamental safety concerns.

Everyone needs periodic 

checkups to ensure good health. 

Such a checkup for your fuel-

burning appliances is just as 

important to the health of you and 

your family. Have your furnace, 

venting systems and chimney 

inspected by a qualified contractor 

each year.

Higher than normal fuel costs 

this winter may prompt the use of 

portable electric heaters. Be sure to 

use only appliances listed by one 

of the major testing laboratories 

such as UL, FM, etc. Follow all 

manufacturer instructions for 

assembly and operation. Be sure to 

maintain at least a 36” clearance 

from any combustibles, such as 

furniture, clothing, curtains, etc. 

The use of liquid-fueled portable 

heaters is not recommended.

An excellent investment is a 

carbon monoxide (CO) detector. 

All fuel-burning appliances produce 

CO, and if there happens to be 

a problem with your venting 

system, a buildup can occur inside 

the house. A colorless, odorless, 

tasteless gas, carbon monoxide is 

deadly at higher concentrations. 

Look for a listed detector, and 

install at least one near sleeping 

areas.

Do you have a wood-burning 

fireplace or stove? The chimney 

should be checked at the beginning 

of each heating season. This simple 

act can help prevent chimney fires 

in your home. Contact a chimney 

sweep to schedule an inspection. 

Home Heating Safety

A home fire impacts an 

American family every 85 

seconds. By providing an early 

warning and critical extra 

seconds to escape, smoke 

alarms cut in half your family’s 

risk of dying in a home fire 

– but only if they work. So, 

when you turn your clocks 

back at 2 AM on November 2, 

also make a lifesaving change 

in your household – change 

the batteries in your smoke 

alarms. This simple habit takes 

just a moment, but is the best 

defense your family has against 

the devastating effects of a 

home fire.

Is Your Smoke 
Alarm Working?
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Faith Wonderland Preschool
18645 Dixie Highway • Homewood, IL 60430

708/799-5438
www.wonderlandpreschool.org

3 Year Olds 
Tues. - Thurs. 9 am - 11:30 am

4-5 Year Olds
Tues. - Fri. 9 am - 11:30 am

• Mondays and extended days available
• Call to check out our new options

*(All products must be 100% wood and contaminant free, no railroad ties.)
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TANNING BEDS - SPRAY TANS - HAIR 
NAILS - MASSAGE - BODYWRAP - WAXING 
EAR CANDLING - FACIAL - EAR PIERCING

117 JOE ORR RD • CHICAGO HEIGHTS, IL
(Next to Country Squire in Olympia Plaza)

708.709.0083
EVE PARADISE COUPON

$5 OFF
Perm or Color
FREE Haircut

w/Full Highlight
With this coupon. Not valid with 
any other offer. Expires 10/31/08

Buy 1 Tan Package,
Get 1 Tan Package

FREE
(Unlimited $45/month)

With this coupon. Not valid with 
any other offer. Expires 10/31/08

We have custom 
made jewelry & 
a large selection 

of designer 
purses to match 

your outfi t

EVE PARADISE COUPON

Contact Sherry for all of
your real estate needs!

Sherry Liang, ABR®, SRES®

Senior Real Estate Specialist

direct: 708.283.5229
sherry.liang@bairdwarner.com

bairdwarner.com/sherry.liang

bairdwarner.com
Your favorite way home since 1855.

CHARLES A. AMENTA III, M.D.
SHERI LARKS, MA CCC-A, FAAA, ABA

18161 Morris Ave., #105 • Homewood, IL 60430

(708) 799-5520

• Located in Downtown Homewood 
across from Aurelio’s Pizza

• Physician on Premises

• Latest Technology Available
• Hearing Aid Supplies and Repairs
• Complete Hearing Testing

1056 Sterling Avenue, Flossmoor, IL 60422
ColdwellBankerOnline.com

Owned And Operated By NRT Incorporated

PAULA 
MATTHEWS

REALTOR®

(708) 256-1218
paula.matthews@cbexchange.com

Homewood Resident 
for 36 Years

Licensed in 
Illinois & Indiana

Homes are Selling 
and I’m ready to Sell Yours

On June 7, Village President 

Richard Hofeld hosted the 

President’s Art Contest and 

Exhibition at the Homewood Area 

Chamber of Commerce’s Fine Arts 

Fair in Irwin Park. Approximately 42 

pieces were entered in the adult and 

youth divisions. The entries included 

watercolors, acrylics, photographs, 

sculptures, pencil drawings and 

mixed media. Judges Anna Carroll, 

Frank Casella, Carol Boyajian, and 

Todd Panagopoulos named the 

following winners:

Childrens Division (ages 5 to 9)

First Place: Jessica Scoppo, “The 

Fountain of Happiness” (illustration)

Second Place: Lily Franz, “The 

Wishing Fountain” (illustration) 

Youth Division (ages 10-15)

First Place: Brooke Van Der Aa, 

“Dolphin Lake” (watercolor)

Second Place: Alex Bonk, “Duck 

Family” (photograph)

Third Place: Chris Santucci, “Fall at 

Izaak Walton” (watercolor)

Honorable Mentions:  

Eva Santucci, “Last Try at Izaak 

Walton” (watercolor);  

Nico Santucci, “Spring Surprise at 

Izaak Walton (watercolor);  

Alex Van Der Aa, “Farmers Market 

Bounty” (watercolor).

Adult Division (ages 15+)

First Place: Mike MacDonald, 

“Homewood Commuters” 

(photography)

Second Place: Selma Lisit,  

“Will it Rain?” (watercolor)

Third Place: Jack Engdahl,  

“Then” (acrylic)

Prize monies were donated in 

part by President Rich Hofeld, 

Village Attorney Chris Cummings, 

George Boggs, and Former Trustee 

Jim Wright. 

P R E S I D E N T ’ S  A R T  C O N T E S T  W I N N E R S  A N N O U N C E D
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Fall Fest and ChIlI Cook-oFF

With a name like Homewood, 
you have to throw great homespun 
parties. Every year, the Village 
sponsors a cornucopia of fun and 
family-oriented events that instill 
and underscore the importance of 
community. No annual event is more 
warmly received than the “Taste of 
Homewood and Chili Cook-Off,”  
a one-day gala celebrating the end  
of summer. 

The 2008 festival, which will 
be held on September 20th, will 
feature live entertainment, games, 
crafts, and scrumptious cuisine 
prepared by local eateries. Last 
but not least, residents vying to 
become “Homewood’s Top Chef” 
will compete in the spirited Chili 
Cook-Off. Proceeds from this year’s 
competition will benefit the Jennifer 
S. Fallick Cancer Support Center.    

“It’s just the perfect snapshot 
of Homewood,” says Village 
Community Information 
Coordinator Rachael Jones. 
“Hundreds of residents gathered 
together on a beautiful tree-lined 
street (Hickory Road between Dixie 
Highway and Harwood Avenue)… 
Everyone knows someone from 
school, church, little league, or 
programs through the Homewood-
Flossmoor (HF) Park District. The 
Community Relations Commission 
hosts this event each year to continue 
the small town charm Homewood 
has held for more than 100 years.”

From apple bobbing contests to 
horse driven hayrides, the festival 
offers a smorgasbord of activities 
for the young and young at heart. 
Returning to Homewood for the 
third time this summer, the Chicago 
Pedal Tractors will stage tractor pull 
and racing events for attendees. The 

crowd pleasing and “eco-friendly” 
pedal tractors are rapidly becoming a 
popular attraction at civic functions 
across the Midwest.

Great music is a staple of the 
Taste of Homewood, and three 
talented bands – The Fret Brothers, 
Xtra! Xtra!, and Staff Infection and 
the South Side Horns – will carry 
on this finger-snapping, toe tapping 
tradition. Fans of the legendary rock 
groups “Chicago” and “Blood, Sweat 
& Tears” will take a particular shine 
to Staff Infection, a group composed 
of HF High School teachers, alumni 
and students.

The band was organized eight 
years ago and has evolved into a 
polished group that plays several 
shows throughout the summer and 
school year, says Musical Director 
Jon Elfner. “Several years ago, people 
stopped saying  ‘your band is good 
for a high school band.’ I think we 
perform at a level of the some of the 
best large bands in the area.” 

Current Staff Infection and the 
South Side Horns band members 
include teachers Paul Fasse, lead 
guitar; Brian Dvorkin, bass guitar; 
Alicia Rodriguez, lead vocals; Steve 
Banasiak, trumpet; and Elfner 
on guitar and vocals. Alumni 
include: Geof Rinkenberger, drums; 
trombonist Greg Matusek; Lonnie 
Small on alto saxophone; and 
keyboardist Steve Sifner. Rounding 
out the group are HF students 
Kristin Robertson, tenor saxophone; 
Derek Tate, tenor saxophone; 
Aaron Washington, trumpet; and 
trombonist Ryan Robertson. 

True to its name, the band, 
which boasts a unique eight-piece 
horn section, wants audiences to 
have an infectiously good time.

“From the beginning, we 
were designed for one purpose 
– entertaining crowds,” Elfner notes.  
“We want people to dance, move, 
smile, and most of all, have fun.” 
Classics tunes such as Chicago’s  
“25 or 6 to 4” and the Spencer Davis 
Group’s “Gimme Some Lovin” are 
just a couple of the high energy rock 
and roll songs featured in the band’s 
expansive play list.  

Festive gatherings tender 
the perfect platform for tight 
knit communities to recognize 
their difference makers. For its 
extraordinary work with cancer 
patients and their loved ones, the 
Jennifer S. Fallick Cancer Support 
Center was chosen by Village 
President Richard Hofeld to receive 
proceeds from this year’s Chili 
Cook-Off.

“All of our families have been 
touched by this disease and it’s 
wonderful that we have a facility 
such as this to offer its services to 
cancer patients and their families,” 
Hofeld says.

Formed in Homewood in 1994, 
the Cancer Support Center was 
born when two newly widowed, 
young mothers were looking for 
support for their families after the 
passing of their husbands. What 
began as a dinner table discussion 
has turned into a pillar resource for 
people in more than 70 Chicago 
southland and Northwest Indiana 
communities. The Center provides 
services free of charge to a diverse 
participant base including cancer 
patients, caregivers, children, teens, 
friends of the cancer patient, and 
bereaved of all ages.

“The Center has been so 
fortunate to have the support of 

Village President Rich Hofeld and 
so many wonderful individuals 
and community groups, says Kara 
Grell, Executive Director of the 
Cancer Support Center. “We are 
able to provide free programs only 
because of the support of individuals 
and businesses in the Southland 
community.” 

Stating the Center receives no 
ongoing state or federal funding, 
Grell emphasizes that every bit of 
support is essential to its success. 
“Homewood has been a wonderful 
base for our services and we 
have been very pleased with the 
community support for our mission.”

With locations in Homewood 
and Mokena, the Cancer Support 
Center offers ongoing individual 
counseling and support groups for 
people living with cancer and those 
that care about them. All of the 
organization’s activities are designed 
and led by professional therapists 
who are very experienced in the 
needs of families dealing  
with cancer.

Like most non-profit 
organizations, the Center depends 
on a dedicated network of volunteers 
to stretch and maximize its resources.

“We have well over 400 
volunteers who contribute in various 
ways. It is truly a community of 
people helping people,” Grell 
explains. “Volunteers participate by 
helping with events, mailings, office 
work, tradesman services for our 
facility – you name it, everyone has 
something they can contribute to 
this community that is truly making 
a difference every day.” 

For more information on the 
Cancer Support Center, log on to 
www.cancersupportcenter.org.

B R I N G I N G  H O M E  T H E  S M A L L  T O W N  C H A R M  O F  H O M E W O O D
By John Williams Jr., contributing writer & resident

Taste of Homewood Fall Fest Chili Cook-off

This year, the bean bag 
tournament will serve as a fundraiser 
for the Cancer Support Center. 
The tournament is being run by 
Homewood resident and Cancer 
Support Center advocate,  
Mike Kepes.  

REGISTRATION
(a minimum of 30 teams is desired)

Register by September 14 by 
email baggageforcabbage@gmail.com.

Price per person is $10, includes 
bottle of water and raffle ticket to 
win box set after tournament.

PlACEMENTS  
First place receives $40 per player, 

bean bag box set and gift certificates 
to local restaurants and shops.  

Second place receives 
$20 per player and gift 
certificates.  

Third place receives 
$10 per player and gift 
certificates.  

Throughout the 
day, various bean bag 
and other “tossing” games will be 
played in the tournament area for 

prizes and to raise money for 
the Cancer Support Center. 
Come on over and have fun for 
a great cause!

If you have any questions, 
please call Mike Kepes, 
tournament coordinator, at 
278-0126 (between 6 PM and 

9 PM weeknights, or 8 AM to 8 PM 
on weekends). 

Applications are available online 
at homesweethomewood.com.

Applications must be submitted 
no later than September 13.

Fax applications to 206-3496, or 
drop off at Village Hall.

RUlES AND REGUlATIONS:
1. Amateur participants are 

Village employees, members of the 
Village’s Boards, Commissions and 
Committees, and representatives 
from non-profit organizations;

2. Cash prizes will be awarded:  
$100, $75, $50;

3. Entries must be submitted in 
quantities of four gallons or more to 
provide for judging and sampling;

4. Contestants must provide their 
own food warmers to keep chili hot 
(140ºf );

5. The cook-off will be held in 
the Hickory Professional Building 
parking lot. Contestants should set 
up between 1:30 PM and 2 PM; 
judging at 2:30 PM, and open chili 
tasting at 3 PM.

6. Following judging, for a 
charitable donation fest participants 
will receive a bowl and spoon to 
sample the chili entries.

For additional information 
contact Rachael Jones at  
206-3375 or rcjones@
homesweethomewood.com.

Fourth Annual Bean Bag Tourney at Fall Fest Starts at 5 PM
In an effort to raise money for the Cancer Support Center

11 AM ....The Fret Brothers
  Chicago Pedal Tractor 

Races
 Face Painting 
12 PM .....Petting Zoo
  Nature Projects/Tree 

Committee 
3 PM .......  Chili Contest & Open 

Chili Tasting
 Children Puppet Show
 Pumpkin Painting

4 PM .......  Xtra! Xtra!
5 PM .......  4th Annual Bean Bag 

Tournament 
6 PM .......  Horse-drawn Hayrides 

through Downtown
7 PM .......  Staff Infection and the 

Southside Horns
 Movie 
8 PM .......Bonfire

F A L L  F E S T  S C H E D U L E
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