
VILLAGE OF HOMEWOOD 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING 

TUESDAY, MAY 25, 2010 

VILLAGE HALL BOARD ROOM 

 

  

CALL TO ORDER:  Village President Richard Hofeld called the meeting to order at 7:33 p.m. 

There were thirty-five people in the audience and two members of the press in the attendance. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Village President Hofeld led the audience in the Pledge of 

Allegiance. 

 

ROLL CALL:  Village Clerk Gayle Campbell recorded the Roll Call.  Those responding were 

Trustees Tom Kataras, Barbara Dawkins, Joe Casella, Anne Colton, Ray Robertson, and Village 

President Richard Hofeld. Trustee Glenn Tienstra was absent.  

 

INTRODUCTION OF STAFF: Village President Hofeld introduced the present staff members: 

Village Manager Mark Franz, Village Attorney Christopher Cummings, Police Chief Larry 

Burnson, Fire Chief Bob Grabowski, Director of Finance Dennis Bubenik, Assistant Director of 

Public Works Joe Jakubowski, Director of Public Works John Schaefer, and Assistant Village 

Manager Jim Marino. 

 

MINUTES: A motion was made by Trustee Colton, seconded by Trustee Casella to approve the 

minutes of the Board of Trustees Regular meeting held on Tuesday, May 11, 2010. Roll Call: 

AYES: Trustees Kataras, Dawkins, Casella, Colton and Robertson.  NAYS: None. ABSENT:  

Trustee Tienstra.  Motion carried. 
 

CLAIMS LIST: Village President Hofeld stated the corrected amount for the Claims List should 

be $200,198.09.  A motion was made by Trustee Casella, seconded by Trustee Robertson, to 

approve the Claims List of Tuesday, May 25, 2010, in the amount of $220,198.09.  Roll Call: 

AYES: Trustees Kataras, Dawkins, Casella, Colton and Robertson.  NAYS: None.  ABSENT:  

Trustee Tienstra.  Motion carried. 
 

APPOINTMENTS:   A motion was made by Trustee Kataras, seconded by Trustee Dawkins to 

approve the reappointments of Susan Goldberg, Richard Kozak, and Frima Margolin to the 

Ethics Commission for terms ending 04/30/2013, and Mario Planera and Steve Wlodarski to the 

Plan Commission for terms ending 04/30/2013. Roll Call: AYES: Trustees Kataras, Dawkins, 

Casella, Colton and Robertson.  NAYS: None.  ABSENT:  Trustee Tienstra.  Motion carried. 
 

MEET YOUR MERCHANTS:   Marcia Nicholson, a member of the Economic Development 

Committee, introduced Steve Philipos, owner of Chevrolet of Homewood.  Mr. Philipos thanked 

Village President Hofeld and the Board for helping his dealership remain in the Village. They 

will soon be celebrating their one year anniversary and will soon be the largest Chevrolet 

dealership in the Southeast Side of Chicago. Chevrolet of Homewood is a full service facility 

with an outstanding selection of pre-driven automobiles.  On each Friday during the summer 

months, from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. they will be hosting a car show for all makes and models. 



Visit their website at www.HomewoodChevrolet.com for more information regarding their 

business hours and services.  Ms. Nicholson presented Mr. Philipos with a Certificate of 

Recognition for participating in this portion of the Board meeting. 

 

PRESENTATIONS 

 

SWEARING IN / FIRE LIEUTENANT / TIM CAMERON: Fire Chief Grabowski introduced 

Lieutenant Tim Cameron, highlighting his accomplishments with the Homewood Fire 

Department since he was hired in September, 1992. Village Clerk Campbell administered the 

oath of office to Tim Cameron as Fire Lieutenant for the Village of Homewood. Fire Lieutenant 

Cameron was then congratulated by the Board and audience. 

 

SWEARING IN / POLICE SERGEANT / CRAIG SLINE:  Police Chief Burnson introduced 

Sergeant Craig Sline, highlighting his accomplishments with the Homewood Police Department 

since he was hired in January, 1995. Village Clerk Campbell administered the oath of office to 

Craig Sline as Police Sergeant for the Village of Homewood. Police Sergeant Sline was then 

congratulated by the Board and audience.  

 

HEAR FROM THE AUDIENCE:  Elaine Egdorf, Chairperson of the Homewood Heritage 

Committee reminded the Board and audience that nominations for the Village’s Hall of Fame are 

due by Friday, May 28, 2010. Nomination forms are available at the Village Hall and on the 

Village’s website.  

 

She also invited everyone to attend the Ninth Annual Drivin’ the Dixie on June 19, 2010. 

Registered participants will receive a map and tour guide showing the different historical 

locations along the route.  Several towns will be hosting events on this day. Homewood is 

featuring the Art and Garden Street Fair, Farmers’ Market, Historical Society and Rail Platform. 

The cost is $10 per car, with refreshments included in this fee.  

 

OMNIBUS VOTE: Village Clerk Campbell read the following for the Board’s consideration: 

 

A. VERIZON CELLULAR PHONE SERVICE:  A contract with Verizon Wireless 

for wireless telephone service at the pricing available through the State of Illinois 

Joint Purchasing Program.  

 

B. GO GREEN REWARDS PROGRAM / ACCURATE DISPERSIONS / 1111 

MAPLE AVENUE: An agreement with Accurate Dispersions, 1111 Maple 

Avenue, for participation in the Go Green Reward Program to reduce power 

consumption through the purchase of eighty-one (81) 224 watt fluorescent 

fixtures at a total cost of $29,723.00, of which the Village would reimburse 

Accurate Dispersions 50% or $14,861.50. 
 

A motion was made by Trustee Colton, seconded by Trustee Robertson to pass, approve, accept 

or award the Omnibus Vote items “A” and “B” as presented. Roll Call: AYES: Trustees 

Kataras, Dawkins, Casella, Colton and Robertson.  NAYS: None.  ABSENT: Trustee Tienstra. 

Motion carried. 

http://www.homewoodchevrolet.com/


OLD BUSINESS 

 

SECURITY CAMERAS:   Police Chief Burnson led the discussion regarding the expansion of 

the “Project Gold Shield” security camera system.  Last spring the Board approved entering into 

a contract with Cook County for the installation and maintenance of grant funded equipment.  

Despite some of the consternation that this system received when it was originally installed, staff 

was pleased with the equipment’s ability as well as with Johnson Controls, who is contracted by 

Cook County for the installation and maintenance of the new equipment.  Staff has been working 

with members of the Homewood-Flossmoor Park District on plans to expand the system.  These 

plans include additional cameras at the intersection of Ridge Road and Dixie Highway and Irwin 

Park.  The Skate Park was going to be part of this expansion but could not be due to the lack of 

line-of-sight requirement for the camera system.  In addition, staff also recommended the Village 

enter into a three year service contract.  The service contract would begin ninety days from the 

date of installation and would include servicing and maintain the cameras.  Staff further 

recommended the funding for this project come from the Downtown TIF funds.  

 

Trustee Kataras expressed his concerns for the service contract and the ninety day warranty of 

the cameras.  A spokesperson from Johnson Controls addressed these concerns stating the 

service contract would cover the labor only and the warranty on the cameras would be over a 

year.  

 

Trustee Dawkins stated she thought the service contract was a good idea but wanted to hear from 

Trustee Robertson regarding his experience in East Hazel Crest.  Trustee Robertson stated he 

was leery when this was first discussed last spring because of problems but feels it was working 

fine, though they still have a few issues. The cameras used in East Hazel Crest are a different 

type than what is proposed at this time. He expressed concern of all the components being 

covered by the service contract.  The spokesperson from Johnson Controls stated they would all 

be covered.  

 

Trustee Casella asked about the target date for installation of a camera at the Skate Park.  Police 

Chief Burnson answered that a pole would have to be erected, and the best location for the pole 

would probably be behind the paint store on Ridge Road, which is located in the Downtown TIF 

District.  

 

Trustee Colton stated that any aid that can be done to keep Homewood safe is a good thing.  

 

Trustee Robertson added the pricing of the system is very reasonable.  

 

PURCHASE AUTHORIZATION / SERVICE AND MAINTENANCE CONTRACT:  A motion 

was made by Trustee Casella, seconded by Trustee Dawkins to authorize the Village Manager to 

enter into a contract with Johnson Controls of Arlington Heights for the purchase and installation 

of two cameras at the intersection of Dixie Highway and Ridge Road and one camera at the 

intersection of Ridge Road and Gottschalk Avenue at a cost of $18,114.00 and to enter into a 

  



 three-year service and maintenance contract at a cost of $9,036.00, to be paid for with funds 

from the downtown TIF. Roll Call:  AYES:  Trustees Kataras, Dawkins, Casella, Colton and 

Robertson. NAYS:  None. ABSENT:  Trustee Tienstra. Motion carried. 

  

NEW BUSINESS 

 

PRAIRIE LAKES BUSINESS CENTER MANAGEMENT PLAN – WETLAND / LAKE 

EXPANSION:  Director Schaefer presented a request of moving forward with the clean up of 

degraded land and expansion of the north pond (storm water management facility) in the area of 

the current Canadian National Railroad office building with design and construction to take place 

in 2010. The Prairie Lakes Business Center Natural Area consists of several areas.  The main 

areas are biofilter wetland (North Lake), wet detention pond (South Lake) and a wetland 

mitigation complex.  The site consists of a mix of restored prairies, wetlands and storm water 

management areas.  Village management objectives include efforts to restore and manage 

moderate quality woodlands, manage and restore mesic prairie, wet prairie and emergent 

wetlands.  In April, 2009, the Village Board approved Applied Ecological Services to prepare 

necessary preliminary design plans and proceed with obtaining the necessary approval from the 

Army Corp to clean up and provide expansion of the pond in the area of the current Canadian 

National Railroad office.  The approval from the Army Corp of Engineers has been received.   

 

Robert Ahlf, President of the Homewood Izaak Walton Preserve, Inc., addressed the Board and 

audience.  He presented sketches showing the present layout of the Preserve and the proposed 

layout, highlighting the needed improvements.  

 

Trustee Dawkins asked what would happen if the Board did not act on this at this time.  Mr. Ahlf 

answered that the area where the dumped material is located is badly infested with non-native 

phragmites. These could be killed with herbicide but the area would have to be filled with a 

natural soil to be productive and produce the wanted prairie.  That would raise the height of the 

area instead of lower it to make a storm water retention area.   

 

Director Schaefer added that by creating more storm water retention area, this could help with 

other areas in the Village.  Prairie Lakes is used to store storm water and then filter that water, 

enhancing the natural beauty of the area. 

 

Trustee Casella stated this will make a positive impact on the community, not only as storm 

water retention, but also beautifying the Izaak Walton Preserve.   

 

Trustee Colton expressed her concern in using Washington Park TIF money to fund this project 

and asked for possible grant money to be researched.   She also expressed her concern in the loss 

of TIF money for the other taxing bodies and would like to hear their responses.   

 

Village Manager Franz stated this request is for conceptual approval to move forward, not for 

final approval and a payout. 

 



Village President Hofeld asked Mr. Ahlf if this project was discussed during the original plan of 

the Prairie Lakes Business Center.  Mr. Ahlf responded he had recommended this to the Director 

of Public Works in 1991 or 1992. 

 

Trustee Robertson stated this is an original project that should be done with the available TIF 

money.  Other taxing bodies will benefit from this project.  

 

A motion was made by Trustee Casella, seconded by Trustee Robertson directing staff to 

complete final design/construction plans and bid documentation, along with the advertisement of 

bids for the Prairie Lakes wetland/lake expansion project having an estimated construction cost 

of $400,000.  Roll Call: AYES: Trustees Dawkins, Casella, and Robertson.  NAYS: Trustees 

Kataras and Colton.  ABSENT:  Trustee Tienstra.  Motion approved.  

 

Director Schaefer stated the bid process should be completed by the end of June, with this 

project coming back before the Board in July, 2010.   

 

SIGN VARIANCE / GRADY’S GRILLE – 18147 HARWOOD AVENUE: This item was 

removed at the request of the petitioner. 

 

MANAGER’S REPORT: Village Manager Franz had nothing further to report. 

  

GENERAL BOARD DISCUSSION:   

 

Trustee Dawkins thanked the Rail Committee for the fine job they did presenting Rail Fest and 

making it a family event. 

 

Trustee Casella announced there will be a Memorial Day Parade on Monday, May 31, 2010 

beginning at 10:30 a.m. starting at St. Joseph’s parking lot and ending at the Veteran’s Park on 

Harwood Avenue.   

 

Trustee Robertson commented on the Certificate of Appreciation award given to Mary Fazzini, 

coordinator of the Homewood/Flossmoor Peer Jury by the Cook County State’s Attorney and 

congratulated her for receiving this award. 

 

Village President Hofeld announced Homewood Cable will be showing previous Here’s 

Homewood honoring veterans.  

  

EXECUTIVE SESSION:  A motion was made by Trustee Colton, seconded by Trustee Casella, 

to enter into Executive Session  to discuss employment of a specific employee or employees and 

probable litigation and collective bargaining at 8:31 p.m. Roll Call: AYES: Trustees Kataras, 

Dawkins, Casella, Colton and Robertson.  NAYS: None.  ABSENT:  Trustee Tienstra.  Motion 

carried. 

 

The Board took a short recess prior to entering into Executive Session and returned to open 

session at 9:46 p.m. 

  



ADJOURN: A motion to adjourn was made by Trustee Robertson, seconded by Trustee 

Dawkins. Roll Call: AYES: Trustees Kataras, Dawkins, Casella, Colton and Robertson.  

NAYS: None.  ABSENT:  Trustee Tienstra.  Motion carried. The meeting adjourned at 9:47   

p.m.  There was no one in the audience. 

 

 

 

     _______________________________ 

                   Village Clerk 

 


