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Village Board MEETINGS

PuBlic SerVice DIRECTORY

Board meetings are held on the second and 

fourth Tuesday of each month at 7:30 PM in 

the Village Hall Board Room, 2020 Chestnut 

Road. Committee of the Whole meetings are 

held on the first and third Tuesdays, as an-

nounced. The public is invited to all meetings 

and they may introduce appropriate items not 

listed on the agenda.

Police Emergency .................................  9-1-1

Fire & Paramedic Emergency ...............  9-1-1

Police Non-Emergency ..................  206-3420

Fire Dept. Non-Emergency ...........  206-3400

Manager’s Office ...........................  206-3377

Public Works Dept. .......................  206-3470

Building Dept. ..............................  206-3858

Community Development ............  206-3385

After Hours Water Emergency ........798-2131

Prop. Maint./Code Enforcement ........  206-3858

Homewood Public Library ............  798-0121

Homewood Area Chamber of Commerce .....  206-3384

Homewood-Flossmoor Park District ..............  957-0300
  Marie Irwin Community Center .............  957-7275
  H-F Senior Activity Center ......................  957-7275
  Racquet & Fitness Club ..........................  799-1323
  Ice Arena .................................................  957-0100
  Dolphin Lake Pool ..................................  798-0085
  Lions Club Pool.......................................  799-2223
School District 153 ........................................  799-5661
School District 161 ........................................  647-7000
Homewood Flossmoor High School ...............  799-3000
St. Joseph School ............................................  798-0467
Homewood Community Academy .................  799-6912

VILLAGE PRESIDENT
Richard A. Hofeld

VILLAGE CLERk
Gayle Campbell

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Trustee Gail Bibb 
Trustee Ralph DeWitt
Trustee Ray Robertson
Trustee Jim Garofalo
Trustee Thomas W. Kataras
Trustee Glenn Tienstra

Board, commiSSion &
committee MEETINGS

All meetings are held at the Village Hall, 2020 Chestnut Road, at the 
times and locations listed unless otherwise announced. A monthly 
schedule of all meetings is posted in the lobby of the Village Hall.

Appearance Commission
1st Wednesday at 7:30 PM, Board Room

Beautification Committee
3rd Wednesday at 7:30 PM, Conference Room

Cable TV Commission
2nd Monday at 7:00 PM, Conference Room

Committee of the Whole
1st & 3rd Tuesday as scheduled at 7:30 PM, Board Room

Community Relations Commission
1st Monday at 7:00 PM, Conference Room

Economic Development Committee
1st Tuesday at 7:30 AM, Conference Room

Fire and Police Commission
Quarterly; July 23, October 22 at 6:00 PM Conference Room

Heritage Committee
3rd Thursday at 7:30 PM, Conference Room

Homewood Rail Committee
1st Wednesday at 7:00 PM, Conference Room

Plan Commission
2nd & 4th Wednesday at 7:30 PM, Board Room

Police Chief ’s Citizens Advisory Committee
4th Monday at 7:00 PM, Police Conference Room

Senior Advisory Committee
3rd Monday/Odd Months at 7:00 PM, Conference Room

Stormwater Resource Committee
7:00 PM, Board Room, TBA (Call: 206.3470)

Tree Committee
2nd Thursday at 6:30 PM, Conference Room

Veterans Committee
3rd Thursday at 7:30 PM, Police Training Room

Village Board of Trustees
2nd & 4th Tuesday at 7:30 PM, Board Room

Zone Board of Appeals
2nd & 4th Thursday at 7:30 PM, Board Room

Teach your children how to use 9-1-1 in an emergency
Village of Homewood (Main Number) 798-3000

community

South Suburban
708-798-1333

Now’s the time to trust the 
Southland’s Leader in Real Estate

Only Full-Time 
Professional Agents 

since 1979

BUYING 
or SELLING 

Call 

First!
South Suburban

 CALENDAR
June 20 ...............  Movies in Our Parks: Harry Potter & the Sorcerer’s 

Stone, Patriot’s Park; movie starts at dusk 
Homewood Public Library: 798-0121

June 21 ............... Drivin’ the Dixie, St. Paul Community;  
11 AM to 11:45 AM, Manager’s Office: 206-3375

July 4 .................. Independence Day Parade & Family Fun Fest 
11 AM, H-F Park District: 957-0300

July 10 ................ Starry Nights Concert Series: “1964” The Tribute, 
Irwin Park; 8 PM, H-F Park District: 957-0300

July 11, 12, 13 ... Homewood Days, Downtown Homewood;  
11 AM to 9 PM, Homewood Area Chamber: 206-3384

July 18 ................ Movies in Our Parks: Bee Movie, 
Flossmoor Baseball Park; movie starts at dusk 
Flossmoor Public Library: 798-3600

July 25 ................ Starry Nights Concert Series: “Together”, 
Irwin Park; 8 PM, H-F Park District: 957-0300

August 5 ............. National Night Out, Irwin Park; 7 PM to 10 PM 
Police Department: 206-3420

August 16 ........... Dog Days of Summer, Irwin Park; Noon to 6 PM 
Manager’s Office: 206-3375

August 22 ........... Movies in Our Parks: Disney’s High School Musical, 
Irwin Park; movie starts at dusk 
Homewood Public Library: 798-0121

September 20 ..... Fall Fest & Chili Cook Off, Hickory Road;  
11 AM to 10 PM, Manager’s Office: 206-3375
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President’s Message

Richard A. Hofeld 

Village President

�

Get One
Complimentary Entree

when a second entree of equal or
greater value is purchased 

(up to $4.00 value)
With purchase of 2 Beverages and this coupon. 

Dine In Only.  Not valid with any other offer or discounts. 
Valid through September 30, 2008.

Get One
Complimentary Entree

when a second entree of equal or
greater value is purchased 

(up to $4.00 value)
With purchase of 2 Beverages and this coupon. 

Dine In Only.  Not valid with any other offer or discounts. 
Valid through September 30, 2008.

�

Six weeks ago our Economic 

Development Committee 

hosted Homewood’s annual 

Business Breakfast. This year 

the sponsor was Charter One 

Bank. The speakers included Jim 

Kochanny, Operations Director of 

INX, the newest business in the 

Prairie Lakes Business Park, and 

Pamela Dennis co-owner of Bella 

Vita, a home accents boutique 

located on Dixie Highway.

After our guest speakers had 

spoken, I presented an overview 

of what has taken place the past 

year as a result of our economic 

development efforts. Here is 

a listing of our 2007-08 new 

businesses:

Halsted Street

Arquilla Eye Care 

Batteries Plus

Bedding Experts 

Bogies Cigars

Champs Midas Muffler

Fed-Ex Kinko’s

Jimmy John’s

Sprint

U.S. Cellular

Cherry Creek

Edible Arrangements 

Homemade Pizza

Central Business District

Asian Harbor Restaurant

Bella Vita Home Accents

Burrito Express

Camm’s Automotive

Easy Nutrition

Girlfriends Boutique

Hungry Hill Sausage

 Mitchell’s Soda Shop  

   (re-opened)

Mystique Boutique

 Shooting Stars Children’s 

Computer Network

The Zone Comics

Around Town

Culver’s 

 Ken’s Pro Shop 

   (inside Brunswick Zone)

Rookies / Trackside

Prairie Lakes Business Park

Business Condos

INX

It is always exciting to 

hear members of our business 

 continued on page 4
President’s Message
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community speak so highly of 

the opportunities of being in 

Homewood. Throughout the 

talks, I’ve heard of how welcoming 

Homewood is to their business 

and how they plan to be active in 

the community. 

The chair of the Economic 

Development Committee 

(EDC), Rick Thiernau, and 

members Carey Fredrick, Terry 

Keiher, Marcia Nicholson, Allisa 

Opyd, Dave Thieman and Tom 

Tomaszewski (also Board Member 

of the Homewood Area Chamber 

of Commerce) are the “front-

line” in greeting new Homewood 

businesses. They deliver a 

welcoming plant to each new 

business that comes to Homewood 

with a card reading “Welcome to 

Homewood – from the people of 

Homewood.” They also encourage 

all businesses to participate in the 

“Meet Your Merchants” segment 

of the Village Board meetings so 

viewers can become more aware of 

their business and offerings. 

The EDC does a wonderful job 

as Homewood’s ambassadors to our 

business community, but ultimately 

it is you, our family of residents, 

who really make businesses feel 

they are a part of the community. 

Your continued support of 

Homewood’s businesses is the most 

important factor in retaining and 

attracting new business. The “word 

is out,” Homewood supports its 

business community, and in turn 

most members of the business 

community participate in local 

events, support local causes and 

take an active role in being a part 

of Homewood.

If your favorite business is 

not visible in community efforts 

encourage them to do so – to 

participate in Village events, school 

and Park District activities and 

local fundraisers – and when they 

do, be sure to say thanks.

Many businesses further 

enhance their property with 

beautification efforts at their site 

and also on adjunct properties. 

Kingston Cleaners started several 

years ago with one flower pot; now 

they have expanded to more flower 

pots and boxes and maintain 

beautiful parkway planters. 

Bolzoni, in the Prairie Lakes 

Business Park, has undertaken 

keeping the waterway in the 

adjacent Izaak Walton Preserve 

clean of debris and trash. Walt’s 

Food Center regularly assigns 

personnel to pick up trash along 

the north side of 183rd Street. 

What valued members of our 

business community!

P.S.: Block parties are now 

in “full swing.” Applications are 

available online. And our largest 

block party, Homewood Days, 

will once again be on a Friday, 

Saturday and Sunday; July 11 

through July 13. Remember: each 

day during Homewood Days, 

the first 15 people who say to 

me, “It’s a beautiful day to be in 

Homewood,” will receive free 

Panera Bread cards, courtesy of 

Panera Bread in Cherry Creek 

Plaza. I look forward to seeing 

you during Homewood Days, at 

your block party, and at all our 

summertime events.
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• CARPENTRY 
• CONCRETE

• ADDITIONS 
• GARAGES

SRC CONTRACTING

Call Steve
708-799-7443

3 0  Y E A
R S  I N

 B U
S I N

E S S

TANNING BEDS - SPRAY TANS - HAIR 
NAILS - MASSAGE - BODYWRAP - WAXING 
EAR CANDLING - FACIAL - EAR PIERCING

117 JOE ORR RD • CHICAGO HEIGHTS, IL
(Next to Country Squire in Olympia Plaza)

708.709.0083
EVE PARADISE COUPON

$5 OFF
Perm or Color
FREE Haircut

w/Full Highlight
With this coupon. Not valid with 
any other offer. Expires 8/30/08

Buy 1 Tan Package,
Get 1 Tan Package

FREE
(Unlimited $45/month)

With this coupon. Not valid with 
any other offer. Expires 8/30/08

We have custom 
made jewelry & 
a large selection 

of designer 
purses to match 

your outfi t

EVE PARADISE COUPON

Let me help you if buying or selling. 
For professionalism, 

dedication and commitment, 
   you need but one realtor.

Joanne 
Bartelsen
Your Neighborhood 

Realtor
Licensed in Illinois & Indiana

South Suburban 
708-922-1143

The Village hosted its first 

official “green” event in April.  Eco-

minded residents came out ready 

to reduce, reuse, and recycle. In 

addition to a free paper shredding 

service courtesy of Harris Bank, 

residents lined-up to purchase rain 

barrels and learn about the benefits 

of utilizing rain gardens within their 

landscape from Flossmoor-based 

business, Prairie Godmothers, LLC.  

The Department of Public 

Works and Tree Committee were 

joined by residents who wanted to 

demonstrate their commitment to 

reforestation projects in Homewood 

by planting more than 150 trees in 

the Crescent Basin area (Governor’s 

Highway and 183rd Street).    

Willow School proved to be a 

strong partner in promoting “green” 

by offering residents an alternative 

to costly plastic and paper shopping 

bags by selling unique canvas 

shopping bag designed by Olivia 

Hamer, a second-grader. Olivia’s 

“Protect the Earth – Recycle” 

design was chosen by both teachers 

and students from more than 300 

entries.  

Media Learning Center Director, 

Bev Bell, has spearheaded green 

learning throughout Willow School. 

The student council, made up of 

first and second graders, facilitates 

a recycling program, involving each 

classroom and lunchroom for both 

students and teachers. Homewood 

Disposal partnered with the school 

to help teach the need for daily 

recycling, by providing recycling bins 

at no additional cost to the District.  

According to Bell, “Homewood’s 

youngest population is an example 

of how to be responsible with the 

resources you are given and how to 

make sure there are resources left for 

tomorrow’s generation too.” 

Olivia’s colorfully designed canvas 

shopping bags are available for $5 at 

Willow School, Homewood Public 

Library, and will be available during 

Homewood Days at the Village of 

Homewood booth. Proceeds will go 

to the school to further the student 

council’s recycling program.  

The students at Willow School 

urge residents to remember to 

use reusable bags when grocery 

shopping; simply keep bags in the car 

so they are available when needed.  

The Village congratulates 

Willow School on its commitment 

to teach relevant and real life 

concern for Homewood and  

the planet.  

Residents interested in “green” 

projects, updates, and events in 

Homewood are encouraged to sign 

up for e-Newswire to stay informed.

Go Green Day

Olivia Hamer; second-grader  
(Willow School)
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Contact Sherry for all of
your real estate needs!

Sherry Liang, ABR®, SRES®

Senior Real Estate Specialist

direct: 708.283.5229
sherry.liang@bairdwarner.com

bairdwarner.com/sherry.liang

bairdwarner.com
Your favorite way home since 1855.

TIENSTRA and SON PLUMBING SERVICE
SEWERS & DRAINS CLEANED BY ELECTRIC METHOD

Complete Plumbing Service And Contracting • New Work Or Repair One Stop Bathroom Remodeling  
Water Lines Replaced With Copper Water Softeners • Disposals • Water Heaters • Sump Pumps

FLOOD CONTROL SYSTEMS INSTALLED
A FULL SERVICE COMPANY • WE DO IT ALL!

798-4758
RADIO

DISPATCHED

CALL

IN HOMEWOOD OVER 50 YEARS

Licensed     Insured     Bonded

FOR PROMPT 
SERVICE

ILL. STATE LIC. #058035254
EP A LIC. #XC0051 NAMCO APPROVED

 By Elaine Egdorf,  

Heritage Committee Chair 

“Sisters have many natural 

similarities. Size, personality, and 

interests are expected to be common, 

but Sister Cities?  We even use 

the same themes!” declared Elaine 

Egdorf, chairman of the Village of 

Homewood Heritage Committee, 

while visiting sister city Homewood, 

Alabama. Since Alabama Mayor 

Barry McCulley had attended 

Homewood Days three times, Elaine 

and fellow Heritage Committee 

member Martin Monahan, and his 

wife Mary K, felt it was time to pay a 

visit to “We Love Homewood Day” 

in Alabama. Upon seeing the theme, 

“Homewood, a great place to live, 

work and play” on a brochure in 

Alabama, Elaine thought the phrase 

was familiar and unfolded a tee shirt 

she brought from Illinois and saw 

“Homewood, a great place to live, 

shop and play.”  

Nestled in Shades Valley, the 

city of Homewood lies just south 

of Birmingham, between Red 

Mountain and Shades Mountain.  

In 1926, the cities of Rosedale 

and Edgewood joined with the 

community of Grove Park to form 

the City of Homewood, which now 

has a population of around 25,000.  

Our village has a population of 

just fewer than 20,000 and is also a 

suburb south of a large city. Their 

downtown shopping district is 

reminiscent of ours and many of 

our homes have a similar mix of 

architectural styles. Both towns 

have walkable neighborhoods, 

encourage biking and take pride 

in award winning schools, parks 

and libraries. Our sister city has 

some enviable features. They are 

home to Samford University, 

which includes schools of nursing, 

divinity and law, as well as Faulkner, 

Herzing and Virginia Colleges.  

The Exceptional Foundation, for 

special needs students, and the 

Lakeshore Foundation, which serves 

as a training center for 17 different 

Olympic and Paralymic sports, are 

located in the city. The headquarters 

of Southern Progress, publishers 

of Southern Living, Southern 

Accents, Coastal Living and Oprah 

magazines, take advantage of the 

environment in an extraordinary 

setting on the side of the mountain

Like us, our sister city hosts 

several events throughout the year.  

One such event 

is the Salamander 

Festival, which 

represents all the 

native wildlife in 

need of protection. 

The spotted 

salamander sports 

two irregular rows 

of yellow to orange spots on a gray 

or black body. It begins to migrate 

with the first warm rain in late 

winter from Shades Mountain across 

a road to ponds below. A salamander 

and stripes are painted on the road 

crossing to caution drivers of the 

migration route. The salamander 

image appears on the cover of the 

storm drains in the city reminding 

residents to keep the water drainage 

system clean for wildlife.

We were treated like favorite 

siblings in our sister city and 

presented with Keys to the City 

by Mayor McCulley and city 

photographer, Sayte McComb and 

her husband, Fred. The mayor 

arranged for meetings with village 

officials; police and fire chiefs, school 

officials, the librarian, chamber of 

commerce, historical society and 

senior center representatives for 

an exchange of ideas. Our goal is 

have the city departments, schools, 

churches, and organizations to 

interact and learn about a different 

part of the country.

Our sister city made us feel most 

welcome and we encourage northern 

Homewood residents to travel 

south to experience warm southern 

hospitality.

Sister City Visit To Homewood, Alabama

Barbara Pilota (AL), Elaine Egdorf (IL), Mary K. Monahan 
(IL), Sayte McComb (IL), Martin Monahan (AL),  
Barry McCulley (AL)
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18162 Harwood Avenue, Homewood, IL 
(708) 798-8050

www.aureliospizza.com

QUALITY
QUANTITY

VALUE
Since 1959

Tell ‘em Joe sent me

Founded in 1959 by Joe Aurelio, Aurelio’s has 

been the meeting place for all occasions for 

five generations. Joe Aurelio’s strong belief in 

commitment to community led the village of 

Homewood to place honorary street signs in his 

name along Harwood Avenue. Today Aurelio’s 

continues its commitment to community in all 

of its 40 locations in a six state area. 

AURELIO’S
THE FAMILY PIZZERIA

Nothing says 
Homewood 
more than 
Aurelio’s Pizza.

Very small class size and ratio to guarantee 
individualized instruction

Parents and children can access lessons learned  
at home with activites for reinforcement

Advanced Technology Concepts
Computer Skills & Early Keyboarding
PreK & Kindergarten Enrichment
Early Reading & Writing Skills
Thinking & Problem Solving Skills
Listening Skills & Concentration
Teamwork & Self-Con�dence

HOMEWOOD (708) 249-4008

  that actually prepares your child
for the digital future!

A Computer Learning Center Exclusively 
for children Ages 3 - 7!

Call now to enroll, space is very limited

*As Seen on ABC Extreme 
Makeover, CNBC & CNN 

A totally interactive & completely engaging 
learning experience

*Nationally Recognized 
Curriculum by NAEYC

1056 Sterling Avenue, Flossmoor, IL 60422
ColdwellBankerOnline.com

Owned And Operated By NRT Incorporated

PAULA 
MATTHEWS

REALTOR®

(708) 256-1218
paula.matthews@cbexchange.com

Homewood Resident 
for 36 Years

Licensed in 
Illinois & Indiana

Homes are Selling 
and I’m ready to Sell Yours
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Police and Fire news

The Village of Homewood is 
implementing a new Administrative 
Adjudication Hearing process that 
focuses on property maintenance 
issues and petty offenses. The 
process enables municipalities to 
enforce building code and other 
village ordinances, independent 
from the courts. A primary focus 
will be on property maintenance 

issues, which affect the quality of 
life in Homewood. This process 
will allow for more expedient 
compliance and correction of issues 
cited. Administrative Adjudication 
hearings are held in the Village 
Board Room (2020 Chestnut 
Road). For additional information 
contact Deputy Chief James 
Gannon 206-3430.

Administrative Adjudication

James Strayer joined the Police 
Department as a fulltime officer in 
March. Officer Strayer served on the 
Hazel Crest Police Department for 
seven years and in Harvey for three. 
He is certified as a Field Training 
Officer and Evidence Technician 
and is a member of the South 
Suburban Emergency Response 
Team and the Network 3 Tactical 
Unit. Officer Strayer recently 
completed training at the FBI Swat 

School and has received numerous 
awards and commendations during 
his career, including two Medal of 

Valor Awards and a Silver Star  
for Bravery.

In April, Nathan Bruni 

joined the Homewood Police 
Department. Officer Bruni 
grew up in Matteson and is a 
graduate of Marian Catholic High 
School.  In 2006, Officer Bruni 
received his bachelor’s degree 
in criminal justice from Illinois 
State University.  Officer Bruni is 
currently completing a 10-week 
basic recruit training program at 
the Cook County Sheriff ’s police 
academy.

New Police Officers

On Tuesday, August 5, more 
than 11,000 communities across 
America will join together to 
promote the importance of a strong 
relationship between local police 
departments and the residents  
they serve.  

Homewood Police Department 
will celebrate the 25th Annual 
National Night Out at Irwin Park. 
The department and national 

sponsor, Target, are planning an 
evening of family fun. Visit the 
Village website for details.

Fighting crime in Homewood 
is the collective responsibility of 
the Police Department and its 
residents. The Department offers 
many partnership programs to 
equip residents with the resources 
and support they need to keep 
Homewood’s neighborhoods safe 

and unwelcoming 
to criminals - now, 
and for generations 
to come.   

Block parties 
are a great venue to 
learn about these 
programs and recruit 
neighbors to start a 
Watch Program on 
your street.  

National Night Out 2008

For the past two years, 
Homewood has used the CodeRED® 
Emergency Telephone Calling System 
to notify residents of certain types of 
emergencies within the Village. This 
system is an extremely high-speed 
telephone communication service 
available for emergency notifications 
to residents. CodeRED® employs 
a one-of-a-kind Internet mapping 
capability for geographic targeting 
of calls, coupled with a high speed 
telephone calling system capable of 

delivering customized pre-recorded 
emergency messages directly to homes 
and businesses at the rate of up to 
60,000 calls per hour. 

Residents and businesses are 
urged to click on the “Emergency 
Notification System CodeRED” 
link found on the Fire Department 
page of the Village website to update 
contact information. Required 
information includes first and 
last name, street address (physical 
address, no P.O. boxes), city, state, 

zip code, and primary phone 
number, with additional phone 
numbers optional. 

Don’t assume that your 
telephone number is included. All 
businesses should register, as well 
as all individuals who have unlisted 
phone numbers, those who have 
changed their phone number or 
address within the last year, and 
those who use a cellular phone as 
their home phone. The CodeRED 
system is a geographical based 

notification system, which means 
street addresses are needed to select 
which telephone numbers will 
receive emergency notification calls 
in any given situation. The system 
works fine for cellular phones too, 
but requires a street address. People 
who have recently moved in the 
Village but kept the same listed or 
unlisted number also need to change 
their addresses in the database. This 
information is used for emergency 
notification purposes only.

CodeRED Alerting System

•  Make sure your home is secure 
and that children know how 
to operate locks on doors and 
windows. 

•  Check your home for fire hazards 
and make sure all smoke detectors 
are operating. 

•  Have a home fire escape plan and 
practice it with your children. 

•  Teach them basic first aid and 

have a small kit stored where it 
can be found easily. 

•  Keep a list of important phone 
numbers by each phone, and 
make sure children know to dial 
911 in an emergency. 

•  Teach children personal safety 
& spend time discussing various 
situations & how they should 
handle them. 

Home Alone
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Departments of Police & Fire
17950 Dixie Highway

Police Non-Emergency - 206-3420
Fire Non-Emergency - 206-3400
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Citizen’s Police and Fire Academy Now Accepting Applications

The Homewood Police and 
Fire Departments are pleased to 
announce they will be hosting a 
Citizens’ Police and Fire Academy. 
Classes are scheduled to start on 
August 27 and will be held every 
Wednesday through December 17 
from 6:30 PM to 9:30 PM. Two 
or three classes may be held on 
Saturdays. 

The Citizens’ Police and Fire 
Academy is a sixteen-week program 
designed to enhance community 
relations by allowing citizens 
the opportunity to gain a better 
understanding of what police 
officers and firefighters do, how 
they do it, and why they do it. 

The Citizens’ Police and 
Fire Academy will consist of a 
structured classroom environment 
accompanied by practical, hands-on 

experience. All of the classes will be 
taught by certified police officers 
and firefighters. Topics will include:

•  Tours of the Police and Fire 
Departments

•  The Role of the Modern Police 
Department

•  Traffic Law & The Mechanics 
of Conducting Traffic Stops

•  Criminal Law/Search  
& Seizure

• Crime Scene Processing 
• Interviewing/Interrogation
• Use of Force/Defensive Tactics
•  Patrol Procedures/Radio 

Procedures/Crime Prevention
•  Narcotics Investigations
•  Accident Investigation/DUI 

Enforcement
• High Risk Incidents/SSERT
•  Firearms Familiarization/

Range Safety

• Firehouse Operations
•  Fire Attack & Suppression/

Self-Contained Breathing 
Apparatus & Maze

•  EMS (Emergency Medical 
Services)

•  Automobile Extrication/Fire 
Extinguisher Operation

•  Public Education/Fire 
Prevention/Codes

The Academy is not designed 
to certify participants as police 
officers or firefighters, nor does 
it give graduates authority to act 
as police officers or firefighters. 
The Homewood Police and Fire 
Departments do use graduates of the 
Academy for community activities 
involving both departments. However 
this would be strictly voluntary on 
the part of the graduates. 

The Citizens’ Police and Fire 
Academy is open to all area residents 
who are twenty-one years of age or 
older; enrollment is limited to 25 
people. There is no charge for the 
classes and attendance at every class 
is not mandatory. 

Anyone interested in attending 
the Citizens’ Police and Fire 
Academy can pick up an application 
at the Homewood Police 
Department or the Homewood 
Fire Department at 17950 Dixie 
Highway. 

Completed applications must 
be returned by August 13. For 
information contact Deputy Police 
Chief Dale Gustafson at 206-3427 
(dgustafson@village.homewood.
il.us), or Sergeant David Owens 
206-3433 (dowens@village.
homewood.il.us).

The Fire Department Dive 
Rescue Team wants to remind 
residents to be smart about pool 
safety: 

• Know the depth of the water 
and realize that depth can vary at 
different locations within the same 
pond, lake or river.

• Always jump feet first on the 
initial plunge even if you believe it 
is safe to dive there.

• Never dive head-first into five 
feet or less of water.

• Never dive head-first into an 
above ground pool.

• Never dive off sides of diving 
boards, ladders or pool equipment.

• Never drink alcohol and dive 
or swim

• Remember that attitude is 
important. Though diving and 
swimming is recreational, it should 
still be taken seriously.

If you see a swimmer that needs 
help:

• Do not go into the water 
yourself; you could get pulled into 
the water by a struggling swimmer.

• Shout for help immediately 
and have someone dial 911.

• Look for a lifeguard or some 
type of rescue object to pull the 
swimmer to the edge of the pool.

• If the swimmer is too far away 
to reach, throw a floating object 
for the swimmer to hold onto until 
help arrives.

Summer Swimming Safety

The Crime Free Multi-Housing 
Program is a state-of-the-art, crime 
prevention program designed to 
reduce crime, drugs, and gangs in 
rental properties. The program was 
developed in 1992 at the Mesa (AZ) 
Police Department.  In March, the 
Village Board of Trustees authorized 
the Police and Community 

Development Departments to begin 
the pilot program.

There are three phases in the 
program, all completed under 
the supervision of the Police 
Department: Management 
Training, the Crime Prevention 
through Environmental Design 
(CPTED) Survey, and Community 

Awareness Training.  
Property managers can 

become individually certified after 
completing each phase but the 
property itself becomes certified 
after successfully completing 
all three phases. Managers that 
complete this training can usually 
expect reduced police calls for 

service, more stability in the 
resident base, lower maintenance 
and repair costs, increased property 
values, increased personal safety  
for residents, and reduced exposure 
to civil liability. Participation 
in the Crime Free Housing 
program is not mandatory for 
property managers. 

Crime Free Multi-Housing Program

Part-time Positions 
Available
(At least 18 years of age)

FIREFIGHTER
FIREFIGHTER / EMT
FIREFIGHTER / PARAMEDIC

Applications may be picked 
up and dropped off Monday 
through Saturday from 8 AM 
to 5 PM at the Homewood Fire 
Station located at 17950 Dixie 
Highway.  

Is Your Home or 
Business Address 
Visible from the 
Street?

The Homewood Municipal 

Code – Chapter 94, Section 94-

172 – requires that buildings 

and houses display their address 

number, for easy and rapid 

identification, particularly 

in case of an emergency. 

Firefighters, paramedics and 

police officers can save valuable 

time locating an address when 

responding to an emergency if 

the numbers are prominently 

displayed.
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KLUGER FURS
3303 Vollmer Road, Flossmoor, IL • 708-799-5577

www.klugerfurs.com

ON-SITE COLD 
STORAGE FACILITY

CLEANING & 
CONDITIONING

RESTYLING          
& REPAIRS

1000’S OF NEW 
FURS, LEATHERS  
& SHEARLINGS

TRADE-INS 
& LAYAWAYS 
WELCOME

•

•

•

•

•

Faith Wonderland Preschool
18645 Dixie Highway • Homewood, IL 60430

708/799-5438
www.wonderlandpreschool.org

3 Year Olds 
Tues. - Thurs. 9 am - 11:30 am

4-5 Year Olds
Tues. - Fri. 9 am - 11:30 am

• Mondays and extended days available
• Call to check out our new options

Business news
Homewood Area Chamber New Executive Director

The Homewood Area Chamber 
is pleased to announce its new 
executive director, Todd Beele. 
Todd will oversee all Chamber 
activities and business services. His 
background in media relations, 
marketing, and real estate brokerage 
will prove invaluable in meeting the 
Chamber’s goals and objectives.  

Year after year, the Chamber 
hosts two of Homewood’s favorite 
community events:  the Fine Art 

Fair, featuring local and national 
artisans, and Homewood Days, 
a giant three-day block party in 
downtown Homewood.

The Chamber serves the business 
communities of Homewood, 
Flossmoor, and Glenwood. It is 
a non-profit, non-governmental 
organization of business professionals 
devoted to strengthening and 
advancing the commercial, 
industrial, civic and general interest 

of the villages it serves.  
The Chamber provides its 
members the means to use 
their talents and energies 
to accomplish collectively 
that which they cannot do 
alone. Through advertising 
and publicity, networking 
and business education, 
the Chamber plays a vital 
role in the success of its 
partners.  

Four public parking lots located 
throughout the downtown area are 
available to shoppers, residents, 
and downtown employees. These 
lots provide three hour parking 
throughout the week and on 
weekends for customers/shoppers 
in the downtown area. Businesses 
should participate in the employee 
parking program to allow their 

employees to park in 
designated lots all day.  
This frees up street 
parking for patrons. The 
stickers for downtown 
employees are free-of-
charge.  Call the Finance 
Department for sticker 
details 206-3368.  

An additional parking 

lot for downtown patrons 
is the Village Hall Parking 
Lot. The lot is available 
for use on weeknights 
from 6 PM to 6 AM 
and provides unlimited 
parking on weekends 
(Saturday, Sunday, and 
holidays too). During 
the week, the Village 

Hall Parking Lot has up to five (5) 
parking spaces available for residents 
taking the train to Chicago for the 
day. Daily rental spaces are $2 per 
day and available to residents only. 
The Village also offers two (2) 
spaces for seniors who periodically 
need to travel to Chicago using rail 
transportation. For information 
contact: 798-3000.

2009 RIDGE ROAD
HOMEWOOD, IL
708.647.1177

Fax 708.647.1877
Mon—Fri 10-6 • Sat 10-5 

25% OFF
Any Regular Priced Item*

With this ad. Expires 7/12/08
*excludes Vera Bradley & Pandora

INTERIORS & GALLERY

Downtown Parking
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Illinois Residential Mortgage License MB.302 Equal Housing Lender 19831 Governors Highway, Flossmoor, IL 60422

FIRST MORTGAGE CORPORATION
Making American dreams come true since 1984.

Moz Sayeed
Your Mortgage Consultant for Life
Your FHA & Conventional Mortgage Specialist

(708) 647-5255

Call for credit 
analysis and 

prequalifi cation

CHARLES A. AMENTA III, M.D.
SHERI LARKS, MA CCC-A, FAAA, ABA

18161 Morris Ave., #105 • Homewood, IL 60430

(708) 799-5520

• Located in Downtown Homewood 
across from Aurelio’s Pizza

• Physician on Premises

• Latest Technology Available
• Hearing Aid Supplies and Repairs
• Complete Hearing Testing

Have you noticed the changes 

in the Metra commuter station?  

The vestibule (Harwood Avenue) 

received a custom paint job 

matching the color scheme of 

downtown street signs and the 

informational kiosk. The station 

features a new welcome sign and 

communication board to notify 

commuters of downtown events 

and happenings. Updating the 

vestibule accompanies numerous 

projects to help market 

downtown Homewood  

as a destination to shop 

and dine.

In addition to 

beautifying the entry 

way of the station, the 

pedestrian tunnel now 

displays colorful murals, 

created by students in 

the AP Studio Art program at 

H-F High School. Each mural 

was sponsored by residents and 

businesses committed to railway 

history, public art promotion, and 

continuing the beautification of 

Homewood’s downtown. There 

are still 12 unique mural designs 

available for sponsorship. View 

a mural to sponsor online: 

homesweethomewood.com. 

Metra Station beautification 

projects were completed by Chris 

DeWall and Kirk Lindstrom 

of Public Works, Chris Beele 

of the Manager’s Office, and 

representatives from Metra.

“LIST or
 SELL 

I Do It Well!”

YOUR H/F AWARD
WINNING REALTOR!

John M. Beele

1056 Sterling Avenue • Flossmoor

957-0600 • VM 922-4107

Community events enhance the 

quality of life in Homewood and 

provide unique opportunities for 

residents and businesses to engage in 

ways that traditional marketing can 

not provide. 

Through events, residents 

connect with the business 

community by meeting the faces 

of those who own or operate the 

organization. Residents can also 

taste, touch and see the latest 

products and services offered by the 

business participant.  

Top Dog and Dog Lover 

sponsorships are still available for 

Dog Days of Summer, scheduled 

for August 16. Sponsorship 

opportunities are also available for 

the hayrides, the movie tent and 

band, petting zoo, and bean bag 

tournament at Fall Fest, scheduled 

for September 20.

If you are interested in 

sponsoring or participating as a 

vendor, contact the Community 

Information Office at 206-3375 for 

a complete list of opportunities.  

Promotion Tip: Face-to-Face Rules

Downtown Metra Station

SUZIE’S HALLMARK SHOP
Featuring the Complete Hallmark Collection

Voted “Best Gift Shops” 
Chicago Southland 

1996–2007

Serving the 
Southern Suburbs 

since 1972

• A Dept. 56 Gold Key Dealer - 
Snow Village, Dicken’s Village, North Pole, New England & Christmas in the City

• Snow Babies • Precious Moments • Cherished Teddies
• Yankee Candles & Potpourri • Willow Tree Angels 
• Webkinz, Crocs Shoes and Gifts for All Occasions.

18065 Harwood Ave, Downtown Homewood, IL
phone: (708) 799-2810   fax: (708) 799-1475

BuSINESSES

For more information contact 
Pam Stasil at 708.891.0744

Your advertisements in the 
Village Key not only support 
Homewood’s newsletter, but 
reach directly into over 9,000 
homes and businesses to help 
sell your merchandise, products 
and services. 

It’s good business to place an  
ad in the Homewood Village Key.
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suMMer Fun in HoMewood

On Saturday, June 21, rev your 
engines for the seventh annual 
Drivin’ the Dixie sponsored by 
Homewood’s Heritage Committee.  
It is estimated that over 200 vehicles 
will tour the historic Dixie Highway, 
sampling cuisine, entertainment, 
and games at 11 different stops.  
Thousands will come out to view 
the vast array of antique cars and 
participate in the fun activities 
at each town along the historic 
highway.  

Homewood’s stop on the tour 
will be action-packed with live 
entertainment, food, and family 
activities, including a car show and 

“People’s Choice Award.”  Estimated 
time for arrival in Homewood is 
10:30 AM; cars leave at 11:45 AM.

Who Can Drive?  You don’t need 
a fancy car to drive. Family cars are 
welcome to join vintage cars on the 

tour.  All tour participants 
must register.

How Do I Register?  
Pre-registration is $10 per car.  
Registration day of event is $15 
per car.  Registration includes 
refreshments, windshield decal, 
historic brochures, key chain, 
lunch, free concert, and live 
entertainment. For registration 
information, call the A’s R Us, 
Chicago Southland Chapter 

Model A Ford Club of America at 
596-6302.

Drivin’ the Dixie is brought to 
you by the Homewood Heritage 
Committee and the A’s R Us-

Chicago Southland Chapter-Model 
A Ford Club of America with 
communication support provided by 
Tri-Town Radio Amateur Club, and 
the participation of 10 extraordinary 
Dixie Highway communities. For 
general Dixie information, call  
798-9535 or visit drivinthedixie.org. 

Homewood’s Heritage 
Committee initiated Drivin’ the 
Dixie, expanding its route through 
the years from Blue Island to 
Danville.  In 2005, this event won a 
Superior Achievement Award from 
the Illinois State Historical Society for 
its innovative way of linking towns 
together and promoting history.  

Drivin’ The Dixie 2008

By Todd Beele, Executive Director

Voted “Best of the Chicago 
Southland Festivals,” Comcast 
Homewood Days, hosted by the 
Homewood Area Chamber of 
Commerce will provide three 
solid action packed days of family 
fun:  games, carnival rides, musical 
entertainment, food vendors, great 
shopping, and a crafters’ alley full of 
unique surprises.  

Homewood Days will be held on 
July 11, 12 and 13; 11 AM to 9 PM 
on Friday and Saturday; noon to  
9 PM on Sunday.  

“This year’s Homewood Days 
is bigger and better than ever; 
three days you won’t want to miss!” 
declares Bill Frank, Chairman of 
Homewood Days Committee.

Three days… three stages…
Homewood Days boasts the best 
in live entertainment from local 
favorites such as the Prairie State 
Jazz Band, Heartsfield, TNT, Staff 
Infection, Bombay Alley Blues Band 
and Replay.  

Friday night will open with, 

“Battle of the Bands;” the winning 
band will perform on the main stage 
Sunday evening.  

And on Saturday, Homewood 
Idol returns... This year’s best talent 
will compete on stage, in front of 
family, friends and neighbors for the 
title of 2008 Homewood Idol and 
the chance to open in front 
of hundreds at a Starry 
Nights Concert; children 
and adult preliminaries are 
scheduled for Saturday; 
finals are scheduled for 
Sunday evening.

On Sunday, the 
Southtown Star will host a 
car show featuring classic 
American collectible cars 
and a large selection of late 
model vehicles.

Homewood Days features events 
for fit and active patrons with the 
Homewood-Flossmoor Park District 
free Zumba and Spinning sessions. 
Zumba mixes exercise and dance for 
the latest trend in fitness. Spinning 
gets the body moving at a high paced 
energy pumping cycling workout. 

Free sessions will be held at the Dixie 
Stage; register for each fitness session 
at the H-F Park District Booth. 

And, Ingalls will host its annual 
fun run through the tree-lined streets 
of Homewood; a 1-mile race for 
kids starts at 5:45 PM; open run 
5k begins at 6:15 PM. Junior high 

students are encouraged to join the 
battle for “Best Team of Five”; all 
schools are welcome to participate.  

Crafters and merchants from 
across the Midwest will thread 
Martin Avenue, showcasing displays 
from fine photography, paintings, 
handmade clothing and rugs, 
wall hangings, jewelry, unique 

home products; candles, incense, 
soaps, and outdoor novelties. 
Originally designed as a sidewalk 
sale, Homewood Days continues to 
provide a great opportunity to find 
bargains galore from local businesses 
located on Ridge Road and Dixie 
Highway. Each year, the Chamber 
anticipates 40,000 will enjoy the 
festivities. 

“Commerce and community 
coupled with all the food and 
entertainment – Homewood Days 
can’t be beat,” says Frank.

Local eateries will host contests 
for Homewood’s heartiest eaters:  
Nielsen’s Bakery’s Pie Eating Contest 
on Friday at 7 PM, Rookies Family 
Sports Pub’s Hot Wing Eating 
Contest on Saturday at 7 PM, and 
Fifth Quarter’s Pizza Eating Contest 
on Sunday at 7 PM. 

Taste and shop the best 
Homewood has to offer.  
Check for the latest features 
and event highlights for 2008 
Comcast Homewood Days at 
homewoodareachamber.com, or call 
the Chamber directly at 206-3384.   

Homewood Days 2008

June 20 
Patriots Park
“Harry Potter and the 
Sorcerer’s Stone” 
with a look-a-like contest

July 18
Flossmoor Park
“Bee Movie”

August 22
Irwin Park
“High School Musical 2”
with HSM karaoke

The HF Joint Community Relations Commision presents

2008 Movies in Our Parks Free 
Family  
Fun
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suMMer Fun in HoMewood

The Community Relations 

Commission will host Dog Days 

of Summer on Saturday, August 16 

from noon to 6 PM at Irwin Park.  

The pet-friendly festival will feature 

two action-packed disc and trick dog 

shows, live entertainment, specialty 

food and retail vendors, area rescue 

groups, great family fun, and 

Homewood’s annual pooch parade.

At 1 PM, costumed dogs will 

strut Irwin Park competing for “Top 

Dog” in an effort to raise money 

for area rescue groups. Check-in is 

at noon. Participants must be pre-

registered; applications are available 

online (homesweethomewood.

com/dogdaysofsummer), Village 

Hall, Homewood-Flossmoor Park 

District facilities, Petco, and local 

participating vendors. Completed 

applications must be received by 

Friday, August 1st. Donations will 

be taken that day for “no-kill” 

rescue groups.

The Commission is pleased 

to announce its partnership with 

WHFH (88.5 FM), the official 

radio station of Homewood-

Flossmoor High School. Operating 

at 1500 watts, it is the highest 

powered high school radio station 

in the United States. 

WHFH will emcee the 

pooch parade and broadcast 

live from Irwin Park to a 

potential listening audience 

of more than 2.4 million.   

Disc Dogs A2Z will 

provide two fantastic disc 

and trick shows at 2 PM 

and 4 PM.  

Competing in the sport 

since 1978, Ed Jakubowski 

is the only competitor to 

have taken four different 

dogs to the World Finals 

Competition and has set 

world records in the sport 

with his dog, Dasher. He 

has competed in the Purina 

Dog Challenge and ESPN’s 

Great Outdoor Games as 

well as appearing on Wide World 

of Sports, Animal Planet, Discover 

Channel and other local and 

national television programs. 

Obvious Surprise will perform 

on stage from 4:30-6 PM.  

Founding members Jon Elfner, 

Paul Fasse, and Brian Dvorkin 

of the local band Staff Infection, 

will be joined by Matt Bailey of 

Homewood’s own Slow Moving 

Machines for a special Dog Days 

performance.

Throughout the day, fest goers 

can learn how to support area rescue 

groups, participate in dog obedience 

and grooming clinics, and shop 

specialty dog care products, ranging 

from organic dog foods to the 

trendiest pet accessories.

Kids activities include 

dog-themed crafts and 

games, face painting, and 

bouncers.  Homewood’s favorite 

restaurants and grills will serve 

lunch and dinner – dessert 

too. Dog Days of Summer is 

brought to you by the Village 

of Homewood’s Community 

Relations Commission, 

Homewood-Flossmoor Park 

District, and Homewood-

Flossmoor High School. Go to  

homesweethomewood.com/

dogdaysofsummer for details.

Downtown Homewood’s Farmers 
Market is now open every Saturday 
through October 11 at St. Joseph’s 
parking lot located at 17951 Dixie 
Highway.  Market hours are 8 AM 
to 1 PM.   

The market features four 
exceptional and full service farms, 
each offering fresh 
flowers, organic 
produce, culinary 
herbs, and more:

Jeffrey Farms
Herr Farms
Hansel Farms
Witvoet Farms

This season, market patrons will 
have a wonderful selection from 
gourmet, organic, and specialty 
vendors:  

• Vegan and 
organic baked 
goods, salsas, and 
sauces (Anne Smith)

• Homemade aprons, featuring 
vintage-inspired fabrics and designs 
(Dorcas Designs)

• Whole bean coffee (Espresso 
Yourself )

• Gourmet baked 
goods (Fatty’s)

• Fresh baked 
breads and rolls 
(Luciano’s Labriolas 
Bread Co.)

• Soy candles and 
soaps (Laughing Dog 
Acres)

• Homemade jams, 
jellies, butters, and 

preserves (Paula Newton Jams)
• Plants and unique garden décor 

(The Tattered Gardner)  
• Organic and specialty teas 

(Valerie’s Hands)
• Natural cleaning products for 

green living (Watkins Products) 

For more than two decades, 
Homewood’s market has linked local 
farmers and small specialty shops 
to consumers with fresh nutritious 
foods and homemade products. For 
market information, please call 206-
3375. Or visit the village website at 
homesweethomewood.com.

Downtown Homewood Farmers Market
Homemade or Hand Sown

Obvious Surprise courtesy Joe Martin Studios

Dog Days of Summer
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Finance & Manager’s Office News

New Senior Accountant
There is a new accountant 

in town. Amy Zukowski 

recently became the new senior 

accountant in the village with 

the retirement of longtime senior 

accountant Louise Pavalon. Amy 

is originally from LaSalle, Illinois 

and earned bachelor’s degrees in 

both accounting and business 

administration from Augustana 

College. She also recently became a 

Certified Public Accountant. When 

asked about her new job here in the 

village, the self-described people 

person responded, “The people have 

been great!” That is a plus for Amy 

who enjoys interacting with village 

employees and helping them with 

their compensation and benefits 

issues. Amy is an avid baseball 

lover and Cubs fan. Amy and her 

husband, Walter, relax by watching 

a good ballgame or playing with 

their dog Nala.

Board Passes Balanced Budget for 2008 – 2009
In April, the Village Board of 

Trustees passed a balanced budget 

for the 2008-2009 fiscal year, 

which began May 1, and ends  

April 30, 2009.

During the budget process, 

concerns were expressed on how 

the economic slowdown on the 

national level would affect local 

municipal operations in terms 

of lower sales and income tax 

collections. With this concern in 

mind, there were no new positions 

or programs included in the 

General Fund budget.

Municipal operations here in 

Homewood, as in other 

municipalities around the 

State, are dominated by 

the departments of public 

safety and public works. 

Most of the expenses are 

for personnel costs and 

associated fringe benefits.

The real estate tax bill 

includes property taxes 

for several governmental units. The 

Village of Homewood levies 11% 

of the total property tax bill.

Property tax is not the only 

revenue used to fund services 

for residents and businesses. The 

General Fund is comprised from 

taxes, fees, licenses, and other 

miscellaneous revenue.

The Village’s financial condition 

is impacted by the overall health 

of the national and State economy. 

Budget problems on a State level 

can mean a decrease in State aid 

for municipal operations. The 

development of the Prairie Lakes 

Business Park, the attraction of 

new retailers and success of the Tax 

Increment Financing (TIF) areas 

should continue to provide a more 

diverse tax base for Homewood in 

the long term.

Staff continues to pursue 

the most economical uses of the 

Village’s valuable but limited 

resources when considering the 

addition and continuation of 

programs and services.

New Administrative Assistant

Jan Dinnocenzo is closing in 

on one-year with the Village of 

Homewood as the administrative 

assistant in the Manager’s Office. 

Before starting this position, Jan 

worked for the Village Clerk in 

Matteson (IL). Jan is no stranger 

to Homewood; she worked for 

Homewood in ‘75 for 10 years 

in the Community Development 

Department. She has maintained 

her career in local government 

because she enjoys the operations of 

public service and helping residents. 

Jan and her husband, Jerry, love 

the outdoors: camping, hiking, 

fishing, and kayaking – when they 

have free time. They have two 

daughters in college and a son that 

recently graduated from Bradley 

University. 

Tim Stinnett has made history 

in Homewood by becoming 

the Village’s first information 

technology manager. Tim comes to 

“Home Sweet Homewood” from 

Peer Foods Group where he was the 

information technology director 

for eight years. During his time 

there, he managed a company-wide 

computer system and network 

structure. Tim looks forward to 

learning the various programs used 

throughout the village and training 

employees on software applications. 

He is particularly interested in 

learning more about municipal 

work and how technology can 

improve the delivery of quality 

services to residents. In his spare 

time, Tim likes to exercise his 

talents in technology by filming 

weddings and editing video. Tim 

and his wife, Tina, of almost 24 

years, have one son.

New IT Manager

Elem School, 
31.9

High School, 34.7

Village, 10.8

County, 4.2

Parks, 6.8

Library, 4.6

Others, 7
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Department of Finance & Manager’s Office
2020 Chestnut Road

798-3000

By John Williams Jr.,  

writer & resident

Summer is here and after a 

long winter of hibernation, many 

Homewood residents are back on 

their beloved bikes. For the young 

and old, these leg driven and gas 

emission free vehicles are a fun and 

convenient mode of exercise and 

transportation. Homewood and 

other green-minded communities 

across the country are espousing the 

eco-friendly benefits of bicycling.

Late last year, the Village 

received an $114,000 grant from 

the Congestion Mitigation and 

Air Quality (CMAQ) program to 

promote and increase bicycle riding. 

Launched in 1991 to improve air 

quality and decrease traffic on the 

nation’s highways, the CMAQ 

program is administered by the 

Federal Highway Administration 

and Federal Transit Administration 

with assistance from the 

Environmental Protection Agency. 

To make Homewood residents 

more aware of neighborhood bike 

routes and encourage their use, Jim 

Marino, Assistant Village Manager, 

says a portion of the funds will 

be used to create and distribute a 

comprehensive area bike route map. 

Additional planned expenditures 

include the installation of up to 100 

bicycle racks, installation of signs 

along bike routes, and painting of 

new bike lanes on major roads. 

According to Marino, the 

Village may also work with the 

nationally recognized Chicagoland 

Bicycle Federation, a non-profit 

advocacy group, to develop related 

activities to encourage bike use.

Due to record fuel prices and 

harmful vehicle emissions that speed 

global warming, Marino stresses it is 

essential for Homewood residents to 

be more amenable to bike riding and 

other green conservation measures. 

“Nationally, it helps reduce our 

dependence on oil; regionally, it 

helps improve our air and water 

quality; and locally residents can 

save money through a reduction in 

fuel and energy use,” 

he notes. In today’s 

tight economy, these 

savings can be used for 

other purposes.” 

Through 

the Village of 

Homewood’s “Go 

Green Rewards” 

program, eco-minded 

businesses in Tax 

Increment Finance 

(TIF) Districts can obtain financial 

support to underwrite 50% of 

qualified projects and upgrades. 

Eligible ventures include: energy 

efficient lighting, solar systems, 

hot-water recirculation systems, 

alternative pedestrian surfaces, rain 

gardens, rain barrels, and native 

plantings. 

Village Planner Beth Barron says 

the program is progressing great. 

Mitchell’s Candies and Ice Cream, a 

popular downtown destination for 

area residents since 1932, will soon 

replace its refrigeration system with 

a more energy efficient unit under 

the rewards program.

“We have received a great deal of 

interest from other business owners 

and expect two to three projects in 

the near future,” Barron says. 

By building and upgrading to 

green, Barron states building owners 

can take satisfaction in knowing 

their buildings are better for the 

environment, more cost-efficient 

over the long-term, and healthier 

for occupants and visitors. To 

learn more about the “Go Green 

Rewards” program, companies 

can reach the Village Community 

Development Department by 

calling 206-3386.

Reinvestment, Environment Grants Sustain and Support Homewood’s Green Practices

Homewood’s e-Newswire is a 

bi-weekly electronic newsletter, 

providing up-to-date information 

to residents and businesses about 

the projects, programs, and plans 

of the Village. Subscribers can 

choose to receive several different 

updates on upcoming events, 

emergency issues, job listings, 

veteran news, and the quarterly 

newsletter – all, electronically. 

Subscribers will also be able to 

participate in important surveys 

that will help shape Village 

initiatives. Subscribe today!

By Dennis Leaks, Administrative Intern

In local government, service 

provision is a union of effectiveness 

and efficiency. Effectiveness yields 

the reward of meeting the needs 

of citizens while efficiency is 

meeting those needs at the best 

possible price. One way the Village 

accomplishes this goal is through 

joint purchasing. As a member of 

the South Suburban Mayors and 

Managers Association (SSMMA), 

the Village is involved in the 

Suburban Purchasing Cooperative 

(SPC). The SPC’s objective is 

to make purchases at the lowest 

possible cost consistent with the 

needs for the membership of 

SPC (123 plus communities and 

townships in the Chicagoland). This 

effort allows for the maximum use 

of tax dollars spent on purchases 

within the Village. 

Joint purchasing is an incentive 

for participating companies because 

it increases their ability to reach a 

wide range of communities at once. 

Companies then offer competitive 

prices for goods and services because 

they have a wider customer base 

negotiating with SPC as opposed 

to negotiating with each of the 123 

plus communities and townships 

individually. This process saves the 

Village time and money.  

Furthermore, if the Village is aware 

of a lower price for a particular item 

it has no obligation to purchase the 

more expensive item. This joint 

effort has provided lower costs 

for products such as fuel, paper 

products and janitorial supplies, 

office supplies, parking and 

compliance tickets, thermoplastic 

road striping, vehicle stickers 

and multiple Ford automobiles 

frequently used in municipal work.

Joint Purchasing Saves Village Money

e-Newswire: Sign-Up Today!
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Advisory Committees News

The Village of Homewood is 
proud of its heritage and its strong 
sense of community. It is the wealth 
of its heritage that has contributed 
greatly to the Homewood we 
know today. Homewood has been 
privileged to have many individuals 
who have given generously of their 
time and talent to maintain and 
strengthen the sense of community 
that has been so vital in developing 
Homewood as a prosperous 
community. 

The Heritage Committee 
recently selected 2008 Hall of 

Fame honorees; these individuals 
were nominated by the public and 
then reviewed by the Heritage 
Committee. The Committee 
determined the following were 
worthy of recognition for 
their significant and beneficial 
contributions to the life and well 
being of the Village of Homewood:

Margaret (Peggy) 
  and Edward Boivin
Chief Walter Gleason
Manny and Judy Hoffman
Norman Kranz
Melvin K. Meyer

Please join the Heritage 
Committee on Sunday, October 
19 at Ravisloe Country Club 
(Homewood) for the 2008 Hall  
of Fame Inauguration Luncheon  
to learn more about these 
extraordinary community members 
and of Homewood’s fascinating 
history. 

Everyone is invited. Call the 
Village Hall for details and to receive 
an invitation. If you would like to 
nominate a resident for next year, 
nomination forms are available at 
the Village Hall. 

Hall of Fame Inductees Announced

h o m e w o o d  v i l l a g e  k e y16

• CLEANING
• SEALING • STAINING

FREE ESTIMATES
708-206-2037

We Also... Powerwash Patios & Homes • Seal Blacktop

Marilyn 
Vasilopulos
ABR-REALTOR-ASSOCIATE
email: mgvremax@aol.com

19740 Governors Hwy., Flossmoor, IL

708.798.1333
South Suburban 

Make Your Next Move 
with Marilyn!

� Summer Camp
� Mom’s Morning Out
� Half-Day & All-Day Pre-School
� Half-Day & All-Day Kindergarten

Salem Lutheran
Early Childhood Center

18328 Ashland Ave., Homewood, IL

708.206.0350

REGISTER 
NOW 
FOR 

SUMMER 
CAMP

Now
Accepting 

Applications 
for 

‘08-’09 
School 
Year.

For over fi ve years, A 2 Z Nail Spa has been Homewood’s #1 Full Service Nail Salon. 
Our customers voted us #1 because our nail professionals are friendly, experienced, 
and talented. We use only top brand name products coupled with the latest technology 
to ensure services of the highest quality. Our GOAL is Customer Satisfaction, 
therefore, we pay detailed attention to each individual needs. For a rejuvenating 
experience, come visit our relaxing and unique salon today.

The Senior Advisory Committee 
encourages senior and disabled 
residents to utilize Homewood’s 
ID Bracelet Program. The bracelet 
contains a code number linked to 
personal information entered into 
the Police Department’s secure 

database to ensure immediate and 
appropriate assistance is dispatched 
in the event of any emergency. 

The Committee would also like 
to encourage residents to report any 
known cases of elder abuse. The 
Committee seeks to raise awareness 

about elder abuse, neglect and 
exploitation to ensure Homewood’s 
senior population is safe and 
properly cared for. For information 
on nation programs to stop elder 
abuse, visit the Administration on 
Aging website at http://www.aoa.gov.

To report suspected elder abuse, 
contact 1-866-800-1409.  Seniors 
may also qualify for assistance with 
their electric bills through CEDA.  
Call 371-1220 for information 
on ComEd rate relief and energy 
assistance programs.

Information for Seniors

StOp by aND viSit the veteRaNS’ 
bOOth DuRiNg hOMewOOD DayS.
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Over 60,000 yards 
of variety mulch in stock 

featuring

              &
(Brick Red, Cedar, Cypress, Dark Brown, Forest Brown, & Black)

Premium Hardwood
Mulches

708-889-9600
�

PURCHASE OF $100 OR MORE

�

Residential Only, Excluding Delivery
Must mention coupon at time of ordering. 

Coupons cannot be combined or valid with any 
other offer. Coupon expires 4/31/08

 Mulch Masters  17900 Harper Ave. • Lansing, IL  
code: HVKcode: HVK

$10 0FF$10 0FF 10% 0FF10% 0FF
Residential Only 

Must mention coupon at time of ordering. 
Coupons cannot be combined or valid with any 

other offer. Coupon expires 4/31/08
 Mulch Masters  17900 Harper Ave. • Lansing, IL  

WEED BARRIER

Now 
Selling Weed Barrier Fabric!

Register for Fall Half Day Classes Now!
• NAEYC Accredited
• Preschool for Children 2-5
• Parent Toddler

• Enrichments
• Delightful play yard
• Children’s library

Flossmoor Community Church • 708-798-1876
2220 Carroll Parkway in Flossmoor

JOHN’S
AUTO SERVICE & REPAIR

708-798-7071

Complete Auto Service • 25 Years Experience
� Foreign & Domestic Cars
� ASE Certified Technicians

� IM240 Certified Emission Repairs
� Computerized Diagnostics

• Tune-Ups
• Brake Repair
• Lube, Oil, Filter
• Transmission Service

• Engine Repair
• Suspension Repairs
• Batteries
• Air Conditiong Service

 John Nystrom (Owner) 
Monday - Friday 7:30 am-5 pm

18009 Harwood • Homewood
Across from the I.C. Station (on Harwood)

Since 1995, Assistive 

Technology Exchange Network 

(ATEN) has recycled more than 

250 tons of technology e-waste 

annually and, through a process 

of refurbishing and rebuilding 

the technology, provided free 

donations of more than 39,225 

computer systems to learners 

with disabilities across the state 

of Illinois. 

ATEN is a program of 

United Cerebral Palsy–Infinitec. 

It was established in 1995 in 

partnership with the Illinois 

State Board of Education. 

ATEN provides donated and 

refurbished computer equipment 

free-of-charge to Illinois K-12 

schools that work with students 

with disabilities, regardless of 

socio-economic status, and 

assists these learners in their task 

of preparing for the challenge 

of living and working in a 

technological society. 

Equipment that cannot be 

refurbished is de-manufactured 

and 100% recycled at a 

component level. None of the 

generated e-waste is sent to 

landfills.

The processing facility for 

e-waste donations is located at 

7550 W. 183rd Street in Tinley 

Park. The center is open Monday 

through Friday from 8:30 AM 

to 3:30 PM. ATEN accepts 

any working or non-working 

computer equipment including: 

PC’s and Mac’s, monitors, 

printers, any components, 

communication devices, adaptive 

devices, ink cartridges and 

cell phones. Pickups for larger 

donations can be arranged. For 

more information, contact Mark 

Liszeo at 444-8460. 

e-Waste Recycling Opportunity

SAVE $35SAVE $5
On One

Week
of Meals

On Five
Weeks

of Meals

Discount off regular prices.
Not good with any other offer. 

1 Coupon Per Customer.
Expires 8/31/08. *Prepayment required.

Discount off regular prices.
Not good with any other offer. 

1 Coupon Per Customer.
Expires 8/31/08.

CONTACT YOUR NEAREST LOCATION:

Losing weight on 
your own can be 

difficult...we make
it EASY!

HOMEWOOD: 708-922-3520
LANSING: 708-474-8309

or 1-800-442-DIET    www.seattlesutton.com

3Complete Meals Daily

It’s Just So Easy!
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CommuNity developmeNt & publiC works News

Residents may recognize a 

new, friendly (yet familiar) face 

in the Community Development 

Department. That’s because the 

“new” clerk isn’t so new at all. 

Dorothy Johnson started working 

in the Village Hall a year ago as 

a part-time licensing clerk in the 

Finance Department. She recently 

moved upstairs to the Community 

Development Department becoming 

the new part-time permit clerk. She 

also was recognized for outstanding 

performance in 2007, winning the 

Positive Attitude Award at the annual 

employee luncheon. Though she 

doesn’t get to work with residents as 

much as she did in Finance, Dorothy 

is still enjoying her work in the 

Village Hall, sharing her positive 

attitude with residents and staff alike.

We welcome the following businesses which have 
recently opened or relocated in Homewood:

Please join us in welcoming these new businesses  
to Homewood. Stop in and say hello, and don’t forget  

to Shop Homewood. 

 H O M E  S W E E T
   shop

RVs
RVs are defined as travel trailers, 

motor homes, camping trailers, 

boats, all-terrain vehicles, jet skis, or 

other similar personal recreational 

vehicles. These vehicles may be 

towed by car or truck, carried by 

pick-up truck, or self-propelled. 

At any time, a maximum of 

two RVs may be parked or stored 

per residential lot; the RVs must 

be owned by the resident, and 

display a current State license plate 

and/or current Village sticker (if 

applicable). The maximum size is 40 

feet in length. The RV shall not be 

parked less than five feet from any 

public right-of-way and shall not 

obstruct sight lines for pedestrian or 

vehicular traffic. 

As long as these requirements are 

met, RVs may be parked or stored 

within a space that is enclosed on 

all sides and not open to the sky, 

e.g. garage, and also in a rear or side 

yard, provided the parking space 

is improved with a hard surface 

pavement. 

Through October 31, residents 

may also park an RV in the front 

yard provided it is parked on an 

approved driveway. 

To view the entire ordinance, 

visit the Village website at 

homesweethomewood.com.

H O M E W O O D

US Cellular
17741 Halsted Street

Girlfriends
18042 Martin Avenue

Camms Automotive
17901 Dixie Highway

Mystique Boutique
18123 Dixie Highway

Midas Muffler
18070 Halsted Street

Bargain Furniture
18150 Halsted Street

The Emerald Ash Borer 
(EAB) has been positively 
identified in sections of 
Homewood’s ash tree population. 
While the EAB does not pose 
any public health risk, it is 
lethal for Homewood’s ash tree 
population, reports Village 
Arborist Jim Tresouthick. 
As a result, a comprehensive 
management plan has been 
designed and implemented to 
reduce costs associated with 
managing the destructive pest. 
The Village will remove 2,600 
ash trees from parkways beginning 
this winter in the northwest section 
of town (183rd and Dixie Highway). 
Reforestation is intended to replace 
each cut down tree within twelve 
years time of removal. 

The Village does not inspect 
or remove ash trees on private 
property, nor dispose of wood 
waste as a result of ash tree removal. 
Residents suspecting EAB infestation 
should contact the University of 
Illinois Extension office at 720-
7500 and request the assistance 
of a Master Gardener. Helpful 

tools for identifying ash trees or 
the Emerald Ash Borer can also 
be found on the Village website: 
homesweethomewood.com.

The Department of Public 
Works is committed to maintaining 
an abundant and mature tree 
population in Homewood. As a 
result of their commitment, the 
Village was awarded the Tree City 
USA Award for the tenth consecutive 
year. They also received their ninth 
Growth Award from the Arbor Day 
Foundation for their management of 
comprehensive forestry programs and 
environmental improvements. 

Public Works Department

New Permit Clerk 

Tree City USA Award – from the left: 
Landscape and Maintenance Division Aaron 
Meyer, Jim Tresouthick (Arborist &Supervisor), 
Doug Hank, and John Rosenow, Chief 
Executive of the Arbor Foundation)

Emerald Ash Borer Update
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Department of public works
17755 South ashland avenue

206-3470

Department of Community Development
2020 Chestnut Road | planning / Zoning - 206-3385

building / Code enforcement - 206-3858

Portable temporary storage 

containers are allowed in any single 

family residential district provided 

they meet the following conditions:

• Only one container may be 

located on a residential property at 

a time;

• No portion of any container 

may extend onto the public right-

of-way, including but not limited to 

sidewalks, parkways, street, or alleys;

• The container shall not exceed 

eight (8) feet in width, twelve (12) 

feet in length, and eight (8) feet in 

height or 768 cubic feet;

• The container must be located 

on an impervious surface; 

• Placement of a portable 

temporary storage container shall 

be limited to fourteen (14) days per 

residential lot, per calendar year; and

• The container must be locked 

and secured when not being loaded 

or unloaded.

As there may be special 

circumstances in using a portable 

temporary storage container, a 

provision has been included in the 

ordinance that allows the Village 

Board to approve containers that 

exceed the allowable number, 

allowable size, or length of time. If 

there are any questions regarding the 

use of these containers, please contact 

the Community Development 

Department at 206-3385.

Portable Storage Containers

The use of sprinklers is 

prohibited between the hours of 

11 AM and 7 PM from May 15 

through September 15. Watering 

shrubs, plants, trees and gardens 

is permitted at any time, but only 

by low volume watering systems 

such as drip, bubble emitters or 

a hand held hose. Maintenance 

chores such as washing cars, etc. 

are also permitted. Watering 

permits are available at the 

Village Hall for newly seeded or 

sodded lawns.

Branch chipping service is 

available free-of-charge to residents 

on the first Saturday of each 

month (except holiday weekends) 

through November. The service 

begins at 8 AM until noon. 

Evergreen branches, string or wire, 

stumps, leaves, bags, construction 

waste and branches larger than 

six (6) inches in diameter will not 

be accepted. Proof of residency is 

required. 

This year, Prairie Lakes had silt 

and sediment removed. The silt and 

sediment builds up over time and 

needs to be cleaned out to protect 

the ecosystem. Too much silt can 

harm both the plants and the aquatic 

life at the lakes. The plants filter 

the bacteria turning it from “bad 

bacteria” to “good bacteria”, which 

prevents the algae from overtaking 

the area. The fish feed on the algae 

and also assist in the filtration, 

as they feed from the bottom of 

the lakes. A private company was 

contracted to remove the sediment. 

They took samples to make sure 

there was no contamination. After 

200 tons of sediment was collected 

and dried in 15’ x 100’ bags, it was 

hauled away and disposed.

Last year, the Village Board 

approved a request to upgrade the 

Opticom system on all the traffic 

signals throughout the Village.  The 

Department is currently working 

with the Illinois Department of 

Transportation on the final stages of 

this project. 

The Opticom system currently 

allows emergency vehicles to 

gain control of the intersection, 

turning street lights from red to 

green depending on their need. 

With the upgraded Opticom 

system, the emergency vehicle 

drivers will know before they get 

to the intersection whether the 

intersection is safe to go through. 

A light on the top of the street 

light pole will indicate to the driver 

if the intersection is clear. The 

upgrades are being funded through 

a grant.

Water Conservation Is The Law! Free Branch Chipping Services

Prairie Lakes

Traffic Light Upgrades
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*(All products must be 100% wood and contaminant free, no railroad ties.)
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LIVING SPRINGS
PRESCHOOL 

& KINDERGARTEN

Register Now for Fall!

We cover Academics and more!
• Christian Values
• Social Skills and Manners

Call for more information or a brochure
(708) 709-0100

19051 S. Halsted, Glenwood,IL

2156 W. 183rd St. • Homewood, IL • (708) 957-7700
www.kirschnervisiongroup.com

Correct your vision while you sleep with 
safe, non-surgical Paragon CRT® therapeutic 
contact lenses, and enjoy great vision 
24 hours a day, without the hassles of 
glasses and daytime contacts. 
Contact us for more information.

V I S I O N  G R O U P

No Daytime Contacts... 
No Glasses... No Surgery...

Just Great Vision!

Featured Business: The Zone Comics

By Allisa Elliot, Economic 

Development Committee

ZOOM, BANG, POW….. 

The Zone Comics is far more than 

just a regular comic book store. It’s 

an eclectic shop that offers comic 

books, collectors’ items, including 

DC, Marvel, Star Wars and Star 

Trek, in-store game tournaments, 

and even concerts featuring local 

talent.   

President Otilio Puente and Vice 

President Kevin Ruiz share a passion 

for reading comic books, so much 

so that they decided to turn their 

hobby into a business. When the 

comic book franchise, Tenth Planet, 

disassembled Otilio and Kevin 

offered to purchase one of the stores 

in Richton Park (IL). When their 

lease ended, they moved the store 

to Homewood, their hometown, 

which they believed was the perfect 

location. Today, Zone Comics is 

one of the largest comic book and 

gaming stores in the Chicago south 

suburbs, due in part to their full 

schedule of in-store activities and 

events.

Wednesdays are an important 

day at the Zone; this is the day 

subscribers pick-up their weekly 

comics and the day the store offers 

online gamers a chance to play 

“World of Warcrafts”, or WOW.  

On Saturdays at 2 PM, the 

Zone features dueling card games, 

such as Yu-Gi-Oh, and “Magic the 

Gathering”, and on Sundays, “Hero 

Clix” is open to all ages. 

By transforming floor space 

into a stage, Otilio and Kevin 

provide bands ready to get out of 

the basement a place to perform for 

the public every Friday from 7 PM 

to 10 PM. Audiences pay an entry 

fee of five dollars (one dollar from 

every transaction is donated to the 

Children’s Miracle Network). The 

stage space is also used 

for The Zone’s web cast 

show, which can be 

seen on their My Space 

account. The cast is 

viewed from all over the 

country and even the 

world with audiences 

in Seattle, Tennessee, 

Australia, and England, 

Recently Zone 

Comics participated in a nationwide 

event, “Free Comic Book Day”, 

which is held every May. Attendees 

received a free comic book as well 

as photos with their favorite comic 

book character. The Zone also 

participates in a cross promotion 

with Marcus Theatre for the movie 

“Iron Man.” After attending the 

movie, participants are encouraged 

to bring their ticket stubs to the store 

to receive an “Iron Man” figurine. 

Otilio and Kevin continue to 

offer unique products and events for 

comic book and game enthusiasts. 

They anticipate growing their 

Homewood store even more and 

eventually opening satellite stores in 

the area. 

Zone Comics is located in 

downtown Homewood at 18063 

Dixie Highway; store hours are 

Tuesday through Thursday from 

noon to 8 PM; Wednesdays, Fridays, 

and Saturdays from noon to 9 PM, 

and Sundays from 1 PM to 7 PM. 

The store can be reached at 798-

1006, or by email: thezonecomics@

yahoo.com.

Expires 8/31/08. 
Cannot be combined with any other discount
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For more information contact Pam Stasil at 708.891.0744

It’s good business to place 
an ad in the Homewood 

Village Key.

Your advertisements in 
the Village Key not only 
support Homewood’s 
newsletter, but reach 
directly into over 9,000 
homes and businesses to 
help sell your merchandise, 
products and services. 

BUSINESSES

  
        

•
•
•

Late in 2007, the City of 

Chicago increased water rates 

to all communities supplied by 

Lake Michigan – Homewood is 

a recipient of that increase 

through 2010:  15% for 

2008, 15% for 2009, and 

14% for 2010. 

Sewer rates were also 

increased to fund the 

mandated sanitary sewer 

clear water reduction plan 

required by the Thorn 

Creek Basin Sanitary 

District.

The Finance 

Department encourages 

residents to track water 

usage regularly and compare 

quarterly history from past water 

bills to see if the difference is 

noticeably higher. If high, check 

for leaks. Leaks can be detected 

by the spinning black triangle 

on the water meter. The Finance 

Department reports that leaky 

pipes drastically influence water/

sewer bills. Check all plumbing 

fixtures, especially toilets for any 

leaky pipes.  

The Department records 

issuing residential water bills as 

high as $1,000 due to leaks. If 

there are no detected leaks and 

the water bill is still high, consider 

implementing water conservation 

habits: 

• Run only full loads in the 

washing machine and dishwasher. 

Saves 300 to 800 gallons per 

month.

• Shorten your showers. Even a 

one or two minute reduction can 

save up to 700 gallons per 

month.

• Use a broom instead of 

a hose to clean driveways and 

sidewalks. Saves 150 gallons 

or more each time. At once 

a week, that’s more than 600 

gallons a month.

• Don’t use your toilet as 

an ashtray or wastebasket. 

Saves 400 to 600 gallons  

per month.

• Capture tap water. 

While you wait for hot water 

to come down the pipes, 

catch the flow in a watering can to 

use later on house plants or your 

garden. Saves 200 to 300 gallons 

per month.

Water/Sewer Rates Go Up
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homewood through the yeArs

h o m e w o o d  v i l l a g e  k e y

Homewood Through The Years is 

a new 256 page hardcover history of 

Homewood written by former village 

trustee Jim Wright who currently is 

president of the Homewood Historical 

Society. Publication of the book 

was made possible through generous 

contributions from Aurelio’s Pizza 

and the Great Lakes Bank and all 

proceeds from the sale of the book will 

go to benefit the Homewood Historical 

Society. The book is filled with over 

250 photographs and is available for 

purchase for $30 at the Homewood 

Village Hall, Homewood 

Library, Suzie’s Hallmark and 

the Homewood Historical Society 

Museum, 2035 –183rd Street. For 

more information contact 799-

1896. In this and future editions of 

the Key, excerpts from the book will 

be printed chronicling Homewood’s 

history. In this issue read about the 

arrival of electricity in Homewood.

The decade following the 

turn of the twentieth century was 

one of tremendous technological 

change in Homewood and the rest 

of the country. Many of the basic 

conveniences taken for granted 

today, like electricity, telephones and 

the automobile, were introduced 

to Homewood during this period. 

The pace of life quickened with 

these conveniences, which helped 

to bolster continued growth 

and development in the village. 

Homewood was no longer a frontier 

outpost, it was becoming a proper 

little suburban community and new 

businesses like the village’s first bank, 

which opened during the decade, 

provided evidence of this.

Although Thomas Edison 

completed the first commercial 

electrical generating station in 

New York City in 1882, the first 

house in Homewood did not have 

electricity until the mid-1890’s. The 

Doepp family home and grounds 

were the first to be wired and lit 

with electric lighting and young 

Herman Doepp was in charge 

of the small DC plant on their 

property which generated power for 

the lights. Following in Herman’s 

footsteps, August Steiner’s son, 

Henry, supervised the installation 

and operation of a generating plant, 

which provided electric power to 

their home on Martin Avenue. 

Both men saw the economic 

potential in providing electricity 

to the community and were 

keenly interested in developing 

the capability to do so. At the 

turn of the century, larger electric 

utilities like the Chicago Edison 

Company and the Commonwealth 

Electric Company, who merged 

to form one company in 1907, 

were concentrating their efforts 

on servicing the businesses and 

residences of the city of Chicago. 

Other cities and towns in the 

outlying areas surrounding Chicago 

were being served by a plethora 

of smaller utilities operated by 

municipalities or local entrepreneurs. 

In Homewood, Herman Doepp 

convinced the village board to 

grant him an exclusive franchise to 

generate and distribute electricity 

throughout the village. The franchise 

was approved in February 1902 for 

a term of 40 years. The agreement 

contained the important stipulation 

that required Doepp to have his 

plant and distribution system up and 

running within fourteen months. 

Doepp soon realized the logistics 

and infrastructure needed to even 

power a town as small as 500 people 

was much more complicated than 

providing electricity for the family 

estate. By May 1902, the village 

and Doepp agreed to cancel the 

franchise, which was subsequently 

awarded to the Calumet Electric 

Lighting Company, a predecessor 

of the Public Service Company of 

Northern Illinois, which later was 

taken over by the Commonwealth 

Edison Company.

Calumet Electric Lighting 

worked quickly to complete its 

distribution network in Homewood 

and the village was one of its first 

customers. In August 1902 trustees 

voted to wire the village hall for 

electric lights and in September the 

village installed electric arc lights 

in the business district, replacing 

the oil lamps erected less than ten 

years before. Within a few years, 

the village had placed electric lights 

at most of the major intersections 

in town and many residents and 

businesses were converting their 

buildings to electricity. The days of 

gas and oil lamps were coming to 

an end.

“the first house in homewood did not have 
electricity until the mid-1890’s.”
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Drs. Joseph and Ilenne Noetzel
500 Ashland Avenue
Chicago Heights, IL

(708) 755-1333
www.smilesbynoetzel.com

*fi nancing options up to 60 months

Allow us to revitalize your teeth, rejuvenate your smile and enrich your spirit 
by using these specialized services:

HOW YOU CAN SAVE UP TO $800 ON
INVISALIGN AND UP TO $2000 ON 
LUMINEERS OR DAVINCI VENEERS

For the convenience of our patients an Endodontist, Orthodontist, Periodontist and full service dental laboratory are located on the premises.

se habla español

Professional Whitening System

A C C E P T E D
American
Dental
Association  ®Member
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The Village Key is circulated quarterly to all residents and businesses in the Village of Homewood, Illinois. Comments or questions can be directed to: 
Village Key Editorial Staff - 2020 Chestnut Road - Homewood, Illinois 60430

To place an advertisement in the Village Key, please contact: Pam Stasil at 708.891.0744 I Lee Publications, Inc.

PREMIER SUMMER MEMBERSHIP SPECIAL:

$35/month with no enrollment fee!
and

Just for current college students:
$24.99/month with no enrollment fee!

Start any day! College students must show current college photo ID. Residency not required.
Last purchase date is 8/31/08. All summer memberships expire 9/30/08.

Prices, programs, program schedules and hours of operation are subject to change without prior notice.
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