
homesweethomewood.com  |  fall 2010

Village Key
Homewood

We are a community dedicated to enhancing the lives of our residents and committed to the growth of our town.
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Public Service  
DIRECTORY

Police Emergency .................................................................  9-1-1
Fire & Paramedic Emergency ...............................................  9-1-1
Police Non-Emergency ..................................................  206-3420
Fire Dept. Non-Emergency ...........................................  206-3400
Manager’s Office ...........................................................  206-3377
Public Works Dept. .......................................................  206-3470
Building Dept. ..............................................................  206-3858
Community Development ............................................  206-3385
After Hours Water Emergency ........................................ 798-2131
Prop. Maint./Code Enforcement ...................................  206-3858
Homewood Public Library ............................................  798-0121
Homewood Post Office .................................................  798-5762
Homewood Area Chamber of Commerce .....................  206-3384
Homewood-Flossmoor Park District .............................  957-0300
  Marie Irwin Community Center .............................  957-7275
  H-F Senior Activity Center .....................................  957-7275
  Racquet & Fitness Club ..........................................  799-1323
  Ice Arena .................................................................  957-0100
   Lions Club Pool ......................................................  799-2223
School District 153 .......................................................  799-5661
School District 161 .......................................................  647-7000
Homewood Flossmoor High School ..............................  799-3000
St. Joseph School ...........................................................  798-0467
Homewood Community Academy ................................  799-6912

homesweethomewood.com • hfisgreat.com

Teach your children how to  
use 9-1-1 in an emergency

Village of Homewood (Main Number) 798-3000 South Suburban
708-798-1333

Now’s the time to trust the 
Southland’s Leader in Real Estate

Only Full-Time 
Professional Agents 

since 1979

BUYING 
or SELLING 

Call 

First!
South Suburban

community
 CalEnDaR village board MEETInGS

Board meetings are held on the second and 

fourth Tuesday of each month at 7:30 PM in  

the Village Hall Board Room, 2020 Chestnut 

Road. Committee of the Whole meetings 

are held on the first and third Tuesdays, as 

announced. The public is invited to all meetings 

and they may introduce appropriate items not 

listed on the agenda.

VIllaGE PRESIDEnT
Richard A. Hofeld

VIllaGE ClERk
Gayle Campbell

BOaRD OF TRUSTEES
Trustee Anne Colton 
Trustee Barbara Dawkins
Trustee Ray Robertson
Trustee Joe Casella
Trustee Thomas W. Kataras
Trustee Glenn Tienstra

board, commiSSion &
committee MEETInGS

Appearance Commission
Beautification Committee
Cable TV Commission
Committee of the Whole
Community Relations Commission
Economic Development Committee 
Fire and Police Commission
Heritage Committee
Homewood Rail Committee

Plan Commission
Police Chief ’s Citizens Advisory Committee
Senior Advisory Committee
Stormwater Resource Committee 
Tree Committee
Veterans Committee 
Village Board of Trustees
Zone Board of Appeals

All meetings are held at the Village Hall, 2020 Chestnut Road. A monthly schedule of  
all meetings is posted in the lobby of the Village Hall or visit the calendar online at 

homesweethomewood.com

sePtemBeR
Farmers Market Every Saturday 
through Oct. 16 | 8:00 AM to 1:00 PM
St. Joseph Parking Lot, 
17951 Dixie Highway 
Every Saturday through October 16
Contact the Village of Homewood 
at (708) 798-3000

Cruise night ~ Third Thursday Events 
in Downtown Homewood
Thursday, Sept. 16 | 6:00 PM to 9:00 PM
Ridge Road and Martin Avenue
Contact Thunder Road Productions 
at (708) 474-1377 for Cruise details, 
or participating restaurants and shops.

Girls Day Out 
Friday, Sept. 17 | 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM
Participating downtown merchants 
Contact the Downtown Homewood 
Business Association online 
at dhba.biz

Fall Fest and 
annual Chili Cook-Off hosted by the 
Community Relations Commission
Saturday, Sept. 25 | 11:00 AM to 10:00 PM
Hickory Road at Dixie Highway
Contact the Village of Homewood 
at (708) 798-3000

Foundation 153 Fund Run
Saturday, Sept. 26 | 8:00 AM, registration; 
9:00, run; 10:00, fun run
Contact the Homewood Foundation 
for Educational Excellence at 
Foundation online 
at 153.org.

octoBeR
Fire Department Open House
Sunday, Oct. 3 | 11:00 AM to 2:00 PM
Homewood Fire Station, 17950 Dixie 
Highway
Contact the Village of Homewood 
at (708) 798-3000

Hobo night hosted by the 
Homewood Rail Committee
Saturday, Oct. 16 | 6:30 PM 
Homewood Rail Park on Park Avenue
Contact the Village of Homewood 
at (708) 798-3000

annual Beautification awards hosted by 
the Homewood Beautification Committee
Thursday, Oct. 14 | 7:00 PM
Marie Irwin Center, 
18120 Highland Avenue
Contact the Village of Homewood 
at (708) 798-3000

Hall of Fame Inaugural luncheon hosted 
by the Homewood Heritage Committee
Sunday, Oct. 24 | 12:00 PM, reception; 
1:00 PM, luncheon
Calumet Country Club, 
2400 W. 175th Street
Contact Heritage Committee Chair 
Elaine Egdorf at (708) 798-9535.

NoVemBeR
Downtown Merchant 
Holiday Open Houses
Friday and Saturday, Nov. 12 and 13
Participating downtown merchants
Contact the Downtown Homewood Business 
Association online at dhba.biz

ImPoRtaNt 
dates aNd 
holIdays

Subscribe to the e-Newswire community for bi-weekly reminders on 
the events and happenings around town, or visit the Village Web site: 
homesweethomewood.com.

Election Day, nov. 2
Daylight Savings Ends, nov. 7
Veterans Day, nov. 11
Thanksgiving, nov. 25; Village Hall will be closed through Nov. 28
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President’s Message

Richard a. Hofeld 

Village President

The time between Memorial 

Day and Labor Day – our summer 

months have flown by. 

Our Memorial Day Ceremony 

was cut short because of approach-

ing thunderstorms, but nevertheless 

everyone paid the proper respect 

to those who died in service to 

our country. Memorial Day has 

taken an even broader significance; 

in addition to acknowledging 

our veterans, it is also a time to 

remember family members and 

friends who have passed on. And 

it is good for today’s generation to 

keep the memory of our loved ones 

alive. 

Our Farmers Market opening, 

Driving the Dixie, the President’s 

Art Contest and Art and Garden 

Street Fair all took place on 

the same day in June. Whew! 

Everyone enjoyed the season’s first 

produce, viewing the antique cars 

and then leisurely strolling down 

Martin Avenue and viewing the 

exhibits. The Illinois Philharmonic 

Orchestra quartet provided music 

and a nice feature was having a 

local photographer available to 

take family portraits in front of the 

Gottschalk House. 

Homewood Days was its usual 

busy event, with the highlight 

unquestionably being the Welcome 

Home ceremony for soldiers of 

the Homewood – based 308th 

“It is good for today’s generation to keep the 
memory of our loved ones alive.”

 continued on page 4
President’s message

SAVINGS
WITH 

SERVICE

Serving you in
HOMEWOOD

Since 1980

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT!

Valid at time of purchase only. One Coupon per family, per visit.
Not valid with any other offer. Hurry, certificate expires 09/30/10.
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President’s message
 continued from page 3

Civil Affairs Brigade. These men 

and women returning from Iraq 

and Afghanistan had been away 

from their families for over a 

year. Our Veterans Committee, 

the Chamber of Commerce and 

townspeople saw that they were 

welcomed back as the heroes that 

they are. A beautiful reception for 

those so deserving.

A new event was held on the 

Sunday following Homewood 

Days. We hosted the first 

International Cycling Classic. 

We had been contacted only 

four weeks earlier, when another 

town was unable to host this 

event, and even with only a 

relatively short time to prepare 

and publicize this event, it was 

spectacular! The one mile race 

course took a circuitous route 

through downtown Homewood 

and the bicyclists, the race 

committee and spectators enjoyed 

the event thoroughly. To see 30, 

40 and even 50 racers pedaling 

at speeds of over 30MPH, while 

only inches from one another’s 

bike was breathtaking. All in the 

audience were “caught up” in the 

event, particularly the last race, 

which was 62 miles (100K) and 

truly sported an international 

flavor. The three top finishers were 

French, Australian, and American. 

I will certainly try to see that the 

“Tour de Homewood” returns 

next year. 

Cruise nights, where collectors 

of antique, sport or customized 

cars showcase them, was held on 

the third Thursday evenings of 

June, July, and August. The final 

evening of Cruise Night will be 

the third Thursday in September, 

so come out and see these 

beautiful cars. Cruise Night is held 

on Ridge Road between Dixie and 

Harwood and then swings down 

Martin Avenue. Everyone has a 

good time, especially remembering 

when we had owned (or wish we 

had owned) one of these cars. 

The Dog Days of Summer 

was its usual success. Being a dog 

lover it’s nice to see all these dogs, 

large and small, interact and get 

along with one another.  Two 

new features at this year’s Dog 

Days were the Flea Market (it’s 

only natural to have dogs & fleas 

together!) and the Oscar Mayer 

Wiener mobile. The Katter was 

arranged by Jewel Foods and we 

are appreciative. 

And lastly, our newest event, 

Hobo Night, hosted by the Rail 

Committee, will be held at 6:30 

PM, Saturday, October 16th 

on the steps of the caboose at 

the Rail Park, on Park Avenue. 

In addition to hot cider and 

cookies, youngsters will be sitting 

spellbound near the bonfire as 

they listen to stories of old hobo 

lore and railroading. 

Family oriented events add to 

the fabric that makes Homewood 

home. I hope you enjoyed the 

summer time gatherings and I 

look forward to seeing you at our 

Fall happenings. 

*(All products must be 100% wood and contaminant free, no railroad ties.)
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a n n u a l 
T E n T  S a l E

rE-STylE EvEnT

Kluger Furs  |  3303 Vollmer Road  |  Flossmoor, IL  |  708-799-5577 
www.klugerfurs.com

Our master designer will be coming 
in from Montreal, Canada to work 
with you one-on-one to sketch out 
YOUR restyle design.  Meet with him 
personally and view the 25 restyle 
options – larger, longer, smaller or 
shorter ... Shear it, groove it or make 
it reversible; the choice is yours!

by appointment only

and FoR the FIRst tIme eVeR

Kluger Furs Annual Tent Sale is where you can find the gently used fur 
of your dreams. New merchandise is also under the tent - generously 
discounted up to 75% off original prices.

OCTOBER 1sT - 3Rd
3  D a y S  O n l y
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FARmERS mARkET 
Every Saturday through October 16
8:00 aM to 1:00 PM
St. Joseph Parking lot
17951 Dixie Highway
Hosted by the Village of Homewood. 
Contact the Village of Homewood at 
(708) 798-3000

Shop local, organic produce and 
products this fall at the Downtown 
Homewood Farmers Market, every 
Saturday through October 16, from 
8:00 AM to 1:00 PM in the parking 
lot of St. Joseph’s Church (17951 
Dixie Highway).  

Bloomberg Gardens: organic • 
herbs and vegetables in a pot and 
produce
Charleston Transitional Facility: • 
all-natural dog treats
Enjoi Bake Shop: salsas, spaghetti • 
sauces, and specialty sauces
Hansel Farms: organic produce, • 
dairy, and flowers
Herr Farms: organic produce and • 
flowers
Homewood Kitchen Gardens: • 
organic produce
Jeffrey Farms: produce and • 
flowers
Labriola Breads: fresh breads• 
Lyons Fruit Farm: produce and • 
flowers
Pampered Chef:  cooking • 
supplies and spices
Paul’s Dogs:  Chicago-style hot • 
dog stand
Paula Newton’s Jams: jams, • 
jellies, and fruit butter
S & S Apiaries:  honey and • 
candles, beeswax products
Stamper Cheese: gourmet cheeses• 
Twin Garden Farms: produce • 
and flowers
Watkins Products: organic • 
household products and spices
Witvoet Farmstand: produce and • 
flowers

THiRD THuRSDAyS 
CRuiSE NigHT
Thursday, September 16
6:00 PM – 9:00 PM
Ridge Road and Martin 
avenue
Hosted by the Village of 
Homewood and Homewood 
Area Chamber of Commerce. Contact 
the Village of Homewood at 
(708) 798-3000

Classic and vintage car drivers 
arrive to show off their rides in 
downtown Homewood.  All eras, 
all makes and models. Residents 
are encouraged to come out and 
see these prized possessions, while 
enjoying late night shopping and 
dining.  Cars line Ridge Road (west 
of Dixie Highway) and Martin 
Avenue (south of Ridge Road).  If 
you are a car buff and want to join 
the cruise, contact Event Managers 
Hank and Barb Vlielstra for details 
at (708) 474-1377. 

HoBo NigHT 
Saturday, October 16
6:30 PM 
Homewood Rail Park located on 
Park avenue
Hosted by the Homewood Rail 
Committee. Contact the Village of 
Homewood at (708) 798-3000

The Rail Committee will host 
an evening for the entire family 
at the Rail Park located on Park 
Avenue at 6:30 PM on Saturday, 
October 16.  Join the Committee 
for marshmallows, hobo stories, and 
an old fashion sing-a-long.  The Rail 
Park features a retired and restored 
Illinois Central locomotive and 
caboose. 

FouRTH ANNuAl 
PASTA PAlooZA
Saturday, October 23
5:00 - 8:00 PM
James Hart/Millennium 
Cafetorium, 18211 aberdeen Street 
(enter at the HF Sports Complex)
Hosted by the Foundation 153
Contact the Foundation online, 
foundation153.org

Foundation 153 will be hosting 
Pasta Palooza, on Saturday, October 
23. The evening will feature the 
musical performances, dancing 
and artistic talents of the District 
153 student body and a delicious 
pasta dinner.  All proceeds will 
support the Homewood Foundation 
for Educational Excellence, a 
volunteer, not-for-profit corporation 
established to raise additional funds 
for special projects in District 153 
schools. 

 

HAll oF FAmE 2010 
iNAuguRAl luNCHEoN
Sunday, October 24
12:00 PM, reception; 
1:00 PM, luncheon
Calumet Country Club
Hosted by the Homewood Heritage 
Committee. Contact the Village of 
Homewood at (708) 798-3000

The Village of Homewood 
Heritage Committee recognizes 
up to five current or past residents 
each year who have made significant 
and beneficial contributions to the 
life and well being of the Village 
of Homewood over a span of time.  
They may live elsewhere now or 
be deceased.  Nominees may be 
individuals or married couples, or 
a family.  The committee selects 
the honorees from residents who 
have been nominated by the public.  
The Committee has the option 
from time to time to nominate an 
inductee of their own choosing.

2010 Inductees: 
Henry W. C. Gottschalk, • 
businessman, village trustee, 
village president, 1906-09, 
volunteer fireman and fire 
department president.
Nicholas W. Kuhn, volunteer • 
firefighter for 55 years beginning 
in 1918 and chief for 25 years 

retiring in 1955.
Robert E. Alf, president of the • 
Homewood Izaak Walton for 38 
years.
Thomas E. Brabec, served on • 
the Homewood School District 
153 Board of Education, and 
was appointed to fill out a term 
of the Village Board of Trustees 
in 1996.
The Aurelio Family are • 
prominent business owners 
for 51 years, employers, and 
renowned philanthropists.

Everyone is invited to attend 
the ceremony which will be held 
on Sunday, October 24 at Calumet 
Country Club.  A reception begins 
at 12:00 PM and luncheon is at 
1:00 PM.  Reservations are $30.00 
each and are due by Friday, October 
15. Please make checks out to the 
Village of Homewood and write 
Hall of Fame in the memo field.  
Send payments to Village Hall, 
2020 Chestnut Road.  List the full 
name of each guest. No tickets will 
be mailed.  No reservations will be 
taken at the door.  Invitations are 
available at the Village Hall.   
Please call Heritage Committee 
Chair Elaine Egdorf for details  
(708) 798-9535.

FREE! HAlloWEEN 
HAPPENiNgS 
Sunday, October 31
6:30 PM - 8:30 PM 
H-F Sports Complex 
Sponsored by Homewood Area Rotary 
Club, Homewood Area Chamber 
of Commerce and  Homewood Fire 
Department . Contact the Homewood-
Flossmoor Park District at  
hfparks.com, or (708) 957-0300

CoMMunity events

 continued on page 6
community events
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On Saturday, July 10, residents 

lined Ridge Road to honor troops 

returning home after serving in Iraq 

and Afghanistan. The celebration 

was similar to Homewood’s 

welcome home in 1942, when 

soldiers from the community 

returned from WWII. The 115 

men and women from the 308th 

Civil Service Brigade headquartered 

in Homewood, along with their 

families, were honored during the 

2010 Homewood Days festival.  

Each soldier received the Welcome 

Home Warrior-Citizen Award, 

created by President George W. 

Bush and Congress 

in 2004 to 

acknowledge 

service abroad 

by Soldiers in the 

Army Reserve, 

such as those with 

the 308th. The 

ceremony ended 

with everyone in 

attendance singing 

country musician Lee 

Greenwood’s God Bless 

the USA. This proud 

day in Homewood 

was coordinated by 

the Homewood Area 

Chamber of Commerce 

and the Homewood 

Veterans Committee, 

an advisory group to 

the Homewood Village 

Board of Trustees. 

Ghosts and goblins, pirates and 
princesses are all welcomed to trick-
n-treat at the Park District’s Sports 
Complex. Enjoy our interactive DJ, 
take a chance to win at the Wheel 
of Witches and Pumpkin Pick. 

Help color the giant mural and be a 
part of the costume parade at 7:30 
p.m. For more info, call or click: 
708-957-PARK, hfparks.com.  

SPECiAl HoliDAy PREViEW
Holiday lights in Homewood
Friday, December 3
6:00 PM to 9:00 PM
Downtown Homewood 
& Irwin Park
Sponsored by the Village of 
Homewood, Homewood-Flossmoor 
Park District, and Downtown 
Homewood Business Association

Musical trolley 
rides through charming 
downtown, 
ice sculpting 
on Hickory 
Road, holiday 
parade, visits 
with Santa, 
bonfire, annual 
tree lighting 
ceremony at 
Irwin Park, 
and holiday 
shopping 
and dining 
specials from 
downtown merchants. 

CoMMunity events continued from page 5

115 Soldiers Welcomed Home

Summer 2010 Event Highlight

Holiday Lights Photos courtesy of Mike Macdonald

Photos courtesy of 
Thomas Photographic Services, 
and Mike Macdonald

WElComE HomE 1942
Photos courtesy of Homewood 
Historical Society
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18162 Harwood Avenue, Homewood, IL 
(708) 798-8050

www.aureliospizza.com

QUALITY
QUANTITY

VALUE
Since 1959

Tell ‘em Joe sent me

Founded in 1959 by Joe Aurelio, Aurelio’s has 

been the meeting place for all occasions for 

five generations. Joe Aurelio’s strong belief in 

commitment to community led the village of 

Homewood to place honorary street signs in his 

name along Harwood Avenue. Today, Aurelio’s 

continues its commitment to community in all 

of its 40 locations in a six state area. 

AUrELIo’S
THE FAMILY PIZZERIA

Nothing says 
Homewood 
more than 
Aurelio’s Pizza.

The Homewood Historical 

Society and their “Partners in 

History,” The Homewood Library 

and The Friends of the Homewood 

Library, are planning to collectively 

host a special celebration honoring 

the 30th Anniversary of the 

Homewood Historical Society.

The public is cordially invited 

to attend a free elegant evening of 

musical memories at the Library 

on Sunday evening, November 21, 

beginning at 6:30 PM. Featured 

will be a very special guest, national 

singing sensation Peter Oprisko, 

backed up by a five-piece band. 

Legendary Grammy-winning 

pianist Ramsey Lewis has called 

Peter “the Rolls Royce” of singers 

today. Peter possesses an amazing 

2500-song repertoire spanning the 

musical genres of jazz, swing, blues, 

Latin, ballads, Broadway classics, 

country, and even pop/rock. 

 So, put on your dancing shoes 

and step out to the Homewood 

Library on November 21. In 

any case, you won’t want to miss 

this special evening of fabulous 

entertainment. While there will 

be no charge to attend, you are 

requested to pick up a free ticket 

available at the Library Circulation 

Desk beginning on October 1. 

Those who cannot make it to 

the Library or who live too far away 

may call (708) 798-0121 to reserve 

a seat.

Homewood Historical Society 
30th Anniversary Celebration 
By Rose Olsar, Elaine Egdorf, Homewood Historical Society

Serving Homewood 
Since 1893

20180 Governors Hwy.
Suite 304, P.O. Box 168

Olympia Fields, IL 60461

(708) 481-1999
Fax (708) 481-2062

www.mceldowneyagency.comScott McEldowney, CPCU

McEldowney Agency
              INSURANCE

 continued on page 17
community events

Homewood Church invites residents who are active or retired 
members of the U.S. Armed Forces (all branches) to attend 
a special service on Sunday, November 14 honoring their 
time and sacrifices. The service will begin at 9:30 AM and will 
be held at Homewood Church located at 18301 Governor’s 
Highway. Following the service a complimentary luncheon will 
be provided. 

For information, please 
contact the church office 
at (708) 799-9360.
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Keep your furnace clean  

and check that the pilot light  

is working.

If you use a space heater, keep • 

it away from combustible 

materials.

Make sure the wiring is sound.• 

Have all alternate heating • 

sources such as a wood stove 

examined by an expert to 

make sure they are functioning 

properly.

Do not use the oven for heating.• 

Clean and check fireplaces and • 

chimneys regularly. Have  

wood-burning fireplace 

chimneys inspected and/or 

cleaned each fall.

The Police Department 

encourages residents to notify the 

department when leaving home 

overnight or for an extended stay. 

If the Department is aware you 

will not be home, they offer a 

service to physically patrol the 

residence, checking doors and 

windows to make sure the property 

is secure. Requests are to be made 

by submitting the Vacation House 

Watch Request Form available 

online, or at the Department. 

Please note requests to watch 

vacant homes and homes for sale 

are not accepted.

When parents talk about school 

safety, they are usually referring to 

the surge in violence at schools. 

But research shows that school-

age children are actually nine 

times more likely to sustain an 

unintentional injury, whether on 

the playground or in school, than 

to be the victim of violence while 

at school. In fact, an estimated 

2.2 million children ages 14 and 

under are injured in school-related 

accidents each year, according 

to the National SAFE KIDS 

Campaign.

There is no “right” age for your 

child to start walking or biking 

to school alone or with friends. 

Each family needs to consider 

the maturity of each child, count 

the number of busy streets to be 

crossed and whether the streets 

have lights or crossing guards, to 

determine if their child is ready. 

And if their child is ready, the 

following precautions should be 

implemented:

Parents and their children – • 

together – need to map out 

what route to take to school, 

and any alternate routes. In 

addition to feeling comfortable 

with the busy streets, etc., it’s 

very important that parents 

know “who” lives along the 

proposed route. 

Drivers should always be on • 

the lookout for children in the 

street, especially in a School 

Zone. However, we are all aware 

this does not always happen. 

Children should not expect cars 

to look out for them; they need 

to take responsibility and know 

their surroundings to protect 

themselves.

If you drive your child to • 

school, don’t take off the 

moment they step out of the 

car. Make sure they get inside, 

or at least to the front lawn/

sidewalk. Don’t feel pressure 

to pull away just because 

cars are waiting behind you. 

Parents need to be mindful 

of public safety personnel at 

schools who are providing 

traffic control assistance. Follow 

their directions first, then the 

posted street signs. If public 

safety personnel are not present, 

pay attention to all signs, 

particularly newly posted ones.

Backpack Safety

Choose a backpack with wide, • 

padded shoulder straps and a 

padded back.

Organize the backpack to • 

use all of its compartments. 

Pack heavier items closest to 

the center of the back. The 

backpack should never weigh 

more than 10 to 20 percent of 

your child’s body weight.

Always use both shoulder  • 

straps. Slinging a backpack  

over one shoulder can strain 

muscles.

Consider a rolling backpack. • 

This type of backpack may 

be a good choice for students 

who must tote a heavy load. 

Remember that rolling 

backpacks still must be carried 

up stairs, and they may be 

difficult to roll in the snow.

Notify the Police Department 
When going on Vacation

Department uses Volunteers to Evaluate Customer Service and Response Times

Fire Safety Reminder

Back-to-School Safety Tips By Officer Curt Wiest

In honor of Firefighter Brian 

Carey, a scholarship fund has been 

established at Loras College, his 

alma mater. Contributions are 

being accepted at any Charter One 

Bank (nationwide). This is a way 

to honor and perpetuate this fine 

young man’s memory.

For information about making 

donations at a local Charter One 

Bank, contact Homewood Branch 

Manager Dave Zimmerman at 

(708) 647-2070, or simply visit 

any Charter One location and 

request to make a donation to the 

Brian Carey Scholarship Fund. 

Once $25,000 is reached, Charter 

One Bank will present a check to 

Loras College for a scholarship 

endowment in honor of Carey. 

Money will not be accepted at 

Homewood Village Hall or the 

Homewood Fire Department for 

the Carey Scholarship.

Brian Carey 
Scholarship Fund

Are you aware of a call back 

service for residents who have 

contacted the Police Department’s 

non-emergency number with a 

concern or complaint? The service 

is provided by volunteers who 

check back with residents to see  

if they were happy with the 

outcome of their call, the response 

time of the officer(s), and if  

they received any follow up 

information. The program is 

coordinated by Sergeant Mike 

MacDonald. “The information 

we receive back from our residents 

helps us improve our services. 

We share the results at roll call to 

highlight positive feedback and 

address areas of improvement,” 

comments MacDonald.



departments of Police & fire
17950 dixie highway

Police Non-emergency - 206-3420
fire Non-emergency - 206-3400
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A large number of residents 

joined retired and current 

members of the Homewood Fire 

Department and their families as 

they gathered in front of the fire 

station on Sunday, June 27th to 

dedicate a plaque honoring the 

service of all volunteer and paid-

on-call firefighters who have served 

the fire department since it was 

established on January 6, 1896. Fire 

Chief Bob Grabowski, retired Fire 

Chief Ray Presnak and Dorothy 

Klauk, widow of retired Fire Chief 

Joseph Klauk, unveiled the plaque 

together during the ceremonies.  

The commemorative bronze plaque 

was funded as a special project by 

the Homewood Fire Department 

Association and future plans call for 

enhancements to the landscaping in 

the area surrounding the plaque. 

The association, which was 

organized on June 20, 1901, 

historically had been the social 

and fund-raising arm of the fire 

department. Through the years, 

association membership, which 

consisted of volunteer and paid-on-

call firefighters, raised thousands 

of dollars annually to support and 

improve the operations of the fire 

department. For over a half century, 

proceeds from the association-

sponsored Firemen’s Ball were used 

to purchase uniforms, protective 

clothing, specialized fire 

and rescue equipment 

and were also used 

to partially finance 

purchases of ambulance 

and fire apparatus. 

This year, funds were 

used to acquire a 

thermal imaging 

camera, which 

allows firefighters 

to quickly find fire 

through smoke, inside walls and in 

other hidden areas. These cameras 

are also an invaluable aid in search 

and rescue operations.

Following the ceremony, 

a recognition luncheon was 

served for the 

firefighters and this marked the 

last official gathering of association 

membership after 109 years of 

dedicated service to the Village  

of Homewood.  

The Village of Homewood 

continues to support a pro-active 

property maintenance program 

that works with property owners 

to correct violations ranging from 

overgrown lawns and weeds to 

peeling paint and building issues. 

This program has worked well over 

the years by inspecting properties 

regularly, tracking concerns, 

collaborating with property  

owners, and at times, using the 

citation process and local court to 

resolve issues. 

Over the last few years, the 

increase in foreclosed properties 

throughout the nation due to a 

collapsing housing market has 

impacted Homewood moderately, 

compared to other communities 

in the region; however, this has 

required the Village to redouble 

efforts to identify and address 

maintenance concerns. 

Last fall, the Village embarked 

on an intensified inspection 

program where staff conducted 

door-to door survey inspections 

rather then the traditional 

windshield survey inspections 

(done by automobile) throughout 

the entire community. This survey 

produced positive results as we  

were able to identify concerns  

early and work more closely with  

property owners to resolve these  

concerns. During this economic 

downturn, we continue to work  

with property owners who may  

not have funds to correct 

violations by giving extensions, 

etc. This annual inspection will 

be conducted again this fall to 

pro-actively correct these problems 

before they negatively impact a 

particular block and neighborhood. 

In addition, we monitor all 

vacant property in town through 

the cooperation of all Village 

Departments, including the 

Police Department, Community 

Development Department, and 

Finance Department (water 

billing). An early warning database 

has been created to organize basic 

information about conditions  

that suggest a property is likely  

to become vacant. From this  

database, we track problem 

properties, guide decision making, 

and coordinate activity across 

municipal departments. 

Neighborhoods continue  

to be the cornerstone of the  

community and our pro-active  

property maintenance program has  

worked well to stabilize problem  

properties and promote healthy,  

vibrant neighborhoods. However,  

to be most effective, the Village  

needs the help of all residents. If  

residents see property in decline  

or have property maintenance  

questions, please contact the  

Code Enforcement Division 

at (708) 206-3857 Through 

continued vigilance, we will 

successfully address any challenges 

that lie ahead.

Fire Department Dedicates Plaque By Jim Wright, Vice-President of the Homewood Historical Society

A Pro-Active Property maintenance Program By Village Manager Mark Franz

A home fire impacts an 

American family every 85 seconds. 

By providing an early warning and 

critical extra seconds to escape, 

smoke alarms cut in half your 

family’s risk of dying in a home fire – 

but only if they work. So, when you 

turn your clocks back on November 

7, also make a lifesaving change 

in your household – change the 

batteries in your smoke alarms. This 

simple habit takes just a moment, 

but is the best defense your family 

has against the devastating effects of 

a home fire.

F ire Department Open House
The Homewood Fire Department’s annual Open House will kick 
off Fire Prevention Week on Sunday, October 3 from 11:00 AM 
to 2:00 PM at the Fire Station. Be sure to come on down and 
visit with the firefighters and paramedics and see the lifesaving 
equipment they use every day. Raffles and prizes will be available 
throughout the day, and fun fire safety lessons will be learned by 
both young and old.

is your 
Smoke 
Alarm 
Working?
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The Annual 
Chili Cook-Off 
(2:00 PM, contest; 
3:00 PM, open tasting)

A highlight of Fall Fest is the 

annual Chili Cook-Off where 

residents vie for “Homewood’s Top 

Chef” while raising money for a 

local not-for-profit in the Open 

Chili Tasting. Proceeds from this 

year’s competition will benefit 

local Boy Scout troops. If you are 

interested in competing in the Chili 

Cook-Off, visit the 

Village Web site for 

contest rules and an 

application.

Fall Fest 
Sixth Annual 
Bags Tourney 
(starts at 5:00 PM)

While Fall Fest’s Sixth Annual 

Bags Tourney isn’t sanctioned by 

the American Cornhole Association 

(ACA), it is still a spirited 

competition that draws participants 

from all over the Chicago 

Southland. 

The tourney will be round-

robin play where each contestant 

plays every 

other contestant. At the end 

of round-robin play, winners 

shall be determined by win-loss 

records. If ties occur, they shall be 

settled by playoff method. Prizes 

include certificates for shopping 

and dining, a custom bean bag box 

set, and cash.

The cost per team is $20.00. 

There is no advance registration. 

Teams will be accepted into the 

tournament on a first-come-first-

served basis. To register, look for 

the Homewood Welcome Center at 

Fall Fest before 4:00 PM. 

Homewood Fall Events
Fall Fest and the 
Annual Chili Cook-Off
Saturday, September 25 | 11:00 AM to 10:00 PM
Hickory Road at Dixie Highway

Hosted by the Community Relations Commission

Homewood’s favorite fall time festival is scheduled 

for Saturday, September 25. Fall Fest will feature live 

entertainment, horse-drawn wagon rides through downtown, 

the annual bean bag tournament, petting zoo and pony rides, 

outdoor movie and bonfire, a pumpkin patch and pumpkin 

painting, and scrumptious cuisine prepared by local eateries.
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Please join us on Sunday, 

September 26, for Foundation 

153’s inaugural 5k run/walk and 

153 yard kids’ fun run. Homewood 

Schools Fund Run will start at 

Millennium School and make its 

way around beautiful Homewood 

neighborhoods. Younger family 

members (age 12 and younger), can 

participate in the 153 yard fun run, 

along with games and activities, 

if they do not want to participate 

in the 5K event. Awards will be 

given to the top three males and 

females, and to the top finishers in 

each age group. All proceeds from 

the Homewood Schools Fund Run 

will go towards maintaining vital 

educational experiences for students 

in District 153.

For more information about 

events, grants and projects, go to 

foundation153.org.

Fall Fest Entertainment & Activity Schedule (all day)
Great music is a staple of Fall Fest, and four talented bands – The Hertz, 

Gruv-6, Replay, and Staff Infection and the South Side Horns – will carry 

on this finger-snapping, toe tapping tradition. 

Fall Fest Activities Schedule
 12:00 PM – 4:00 PM Petting Zoo and Pony Rides

 2:00 PM – 3:00 PM Chili Contest 

 3:00 PM – 5:00 PM Open Chili Tasting

 4:30 PM – 7:30 PM Pumpkin Patch and Pumpkin Painting

 5:00 PM Doubles Bean Bag Tournament

 6:00 – 9:00 PM Horse drawn Wagon Rides

 8:00 PM Outdoor Movie & Bonfire

Fall Fest Live Entertainment Schedule
 12:00 PM – 2:00 PM The Hertz (Modern Rock)

 3:00 PM – 5:00 PM Gruv-6 (Classic Rock and Motown)

 5:30 PM – 7:00 PM Replay (Classic Rock)

 7:30 PM – 9:30 PM Staff Infection and the South Side Horns 

  (Rock and Roll)

New Event!
Homewood Schools Fund Run
Sunday, September 26 | Registration starts at 8:00 AM
Starting at Millennium School

Foundation 
153
This fall the Homewood 
Foundation for Educa-
tional Excellence (HFEE) 
will have a new look and 
new name. The foundation 
will be changing its name 
to Foundation 153. This is 
the same great foundation 
that hosts fund-raisers to 
award grants to teachers 
in Homewood School 
District 153. These grants 
fund innovative projects 
and technology upgrades.

Route for the Fund Run.

ThE hErTz

STAFF InFECTIOn

rEPLAy

Gruv-6
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Community Development & publiC Works neWs

Wallrich was most recently the 

Village Manager for the Village 

of Homer Glen (three years), but 

spent the majority of her career 

working for the Village of Frankfort 

for 14 years as the Planning and 

Economic Development Director 

and Business Development 

Executive. She received her 

Bachelor of Science from the 

University of Illinois/C-U and 

a Master of Arts in Landscape 

Architecture (MLA) with an 

emphasis on urban planning from 

University of Illinois/C-U. Wallrich 

is credentialed with the American 

Institute of Certified Planners 

(AICP) and is working toward 

completion of a Master’s in Public 

Administration from the University 

of Illinois/ Springfield.

Wallrich’s appointment 

will allow Acting Community 

Development Director John 

Schaefer to return to his full-time 

duties as Public Works Director.

Village Manager Franz 

comments, “Paula is very qualified 

and experienced with economic 

development and brings critical 

management skills from the 

Village of Homer Glen. We are 

confident that she will continue 

the long tradition in Homewood 

of providing professional 

and progressive service to the 

community.”

Wallrich began her tenure in 

August. She is married, has two 

children and currently resides in 

Frankfort.

Meet Paula Wallrich the new Community Development Director

Sign up for the  
e-Newswire  
and stay 
informed, 

Homewood!

Stop in and say hello, and don’t forget to 
support local business by thinking Homewood 

first when you shop, dine, and buy!

Cold Stone Creamery
18717 Dixie Highway

Keller Williams Preferred Realty
18300 Dixie Highway

Let the Fur Fly
11950 Hickory Road

Independent Days 
Adult Day Care Center

1941 Ridge Road

Super Loot
2025 Ridge Road

Chevrolet of Homewood
18033 Halsted Street

Girlfriends
18046 Martin Avenue

Edward Jones Investments
18735 Dixie Highway

Karen O’Donnell, D.D.S.
18124 Martin Avenue

F.O.G. Cosmetics
2049 Ridge Road

Brunswick Zone
3043 183rd Street

Meet Your Merchants
We want to thank the following businesses for appearing on the Meet 
Your Merchants segment of the Village Board of Trustees Meetings: 

Paula Wallrich

Illinois Residential Mortgage License MB.302 Equal Housing Lender 19831 Governors Highway, Flossmoor, IL 60422

First Mortgage Corporation
Making American dreams come true since 1984.

Moz sayeed
Your Mortgage Consultant for Life
Your FHA & Conventional Mortgage Specialist

(708) 647-5255
             mozsayeed.com

Call for credit 
analysis and 

prequalification

Sherry Liang 
ABR®, SRES®, GREEN®

Senior Real Estate Specialist

direct: 708.283.5229
sherry.liang@bairdwarner.com

bairdwarner.com/sherry.liang

bairdwarner.com
Your favorite way home since 1855.

Helping BuYers & sellers

experienced  
Top producer 

You Can 
Count 

On!

Pete’s Homewood Mobile
2138 183rd

F.O.G. Cosmetics
2049 Ridge

Bogie’s Fine Cigars
17501 Dixie

Thai Rickshaw
18046 Martin

We welcome the following businesses, which have either recently opened 
or relocated in Homewood:

Please join us in welcoming this business to Homewood.  
Stop in and say hello, and don’t forget to Shop Homewood. 

 H O M E  S W E E T
      shop

H O M E W O O D

Excalibur Bar BQ
18328 Kedzie
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Department of Public Works

17755 South Ashland Avenue
206-3470

Department of Community Development
2020 Chestnut Road | Planning / Zoning - 206-3385

Building / Code Enforcement - 206-3858

The Village of Homewood’s 

TreeShare Program offers residents 

the chance to purchase selected 

trees at a 50% discount. These trees 

can be planted anywhere on your 

private property or parkway area, as 

long as no utility conflicts exist. 

The trees come from top-quality 

nurseries located throughout the 

Midwest region and are chosen 

for their ability to survive in 

Homewood’s soil and climate. Each 

tree is hand-selected and inspected 

by the Village arborist, and 

delivered to your property.

When does the program occur?

The fall program is offered 

during September with delivery 

around the middle of October. 

A list of the selected tree 

species is available online at 

homesweethomewood.com.

What size tree will I be receiving?

Sizes vary, but generally trees 

come in at either 5-7 feet tall or 

with a trunk diameter of 1.5-2 

inches. Sometimes they are bigger, 

but never smaller. 

In the case of the 

Elm and Sugarberry 

trees from a recent 

order, they came in 

at 14 feet!

Will Homewood 

plant the 

tree for me?

We’re sorry, but 

Homewood does 

not have the resources to plant the 

tree for you. We will deliver the 

tree to your parkway and provide 

detailed planting instructions. 

Does Homewood profit from 

the TreeShare Program?

Absolutely not. Homewood 

provides this program to encourage 

the reforestation of our tree 

canopy. The tree canopy is an 

important part of Homewood’s 

appeal, so investing in our “tree 

infrastructure” is very beneficial. If 

a resident pays $50 for a tree, it was 

originally purchased by the Village 

for $100.

Am I restricted to plant only 

on the parkway?

Not at all. We encourage 

planting anywhere on your 

property as long as there are no 

conflicts with utilities. But before 

you dig, please call 8-1-1, or go 

to call811.com to determine 

underground utility locations (free 

of charge).

Tree Share Program
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Residential areas of the Village 

will be swept a total of three times 

this fall: October 15 and October 

31, November 1 and November 15, 

and November 16 and November 

30. Residents are asked to remove 

their vehicles from the street when 

the sweeper is in the area to allow 

it to clean along the curb. Please 

remember that raking or depositing 

leaves in the Village’s streets or 

storm water ditches violates Village 

ordinances. Doing so prevents the 

streets from draining properly and 

makes it difficult for the sweeper to 

complete the routes on schedule.

On Saturday, November 6, 

the Department of Public Works 

will offer a free branch chipping 

service to residents. Bring branches 

to the Municipal Service Center 

between the hours of 8:00 AM to 

12:00 PM. Branches can be up to 

six (6) inches in diameter; no Pine, 

Evergreen or shrub trimmings will 

be accepted. The Municipal Service 

Center is located at 17755 Ashland 

Avenue. 

Homewood Disposal Service 

provides residents a free fall leaf 

collection for five consecutive 

weeks, starting in November. The 

free leaf pickup is conducted on the 

same day as regular garbage pickup 

(residential):

November 3•	

November 10•	

November 17•	

November 24•	

December 1•	

This program requires that 

only leaf debris be collected sticker 

free if set out in the usual “Kraft” 

brown paper bags or in scavenger 

approved “toter” carts. Remember, 

only leaf debris will be picked up 

at no sticker cost. Because the leaf 

collection is deposited at an IEPA 

approved composting facility, grass 

clippings, brush, branches, etc. will 

only be collected by the scavenger 

if placed in separate bags with the 

necessary landscape stickers affixed 

to the outside.

Reminder: The last day 

Homewood Disposal takes yard 

waste is December 1. If you have 

any questions related to garbage 

service, or what can be put at 

the curb, please call Homewood 

Disposal directly at 798-1004.

Fall Street Sweeping

Branch Chipping 

Sticker Free Leaf Program

Sugarberry Trees photo courtesy of Adam 
Middleton, Homewood Tree Committee

Tree photo courtesy of Adam Middleton, 
Homewood Tree Committee



Finance & Manager’s Office News

h o m e w o o d  v i l l a g e  k e y1 4

Create an easier life style by 

paying your water bill online with 

a credit/debit card. Follow these 

simple, user-friendly instructions to 

get started: 

Go to  1. 

homesweethomewood.com

Click on the Online  2. 

Payments tab. 

Click on the Pay Your Water 3. 

Bill tab, which will take you to  

a log-on screen

The first time you log-on, 4. 

use your twelve digit account 

number, without hyphens, 

for your account number and 

password. This will take you 

right to your personal water 

account. You may change your 

password to whatever you want 

at this time.

Also at this time, you may sign 5. 

up for eBill notification. This is 

useful if you’re having problems 

with mail delivery, or if you 

have chosen paperless invoicing. 

Instead of your first bill coming 

to you through the regular 

postal service, an email notice 

will be sent to you advising that 

a new water bill is ready for 

your viewing.

Besides paying your bill 6. 

online you can see all of your 

billing and usage history. This 

is helpful for your records, 

determining your higher usage 

months, or for tax purposes if 

you own your own business. 

To insure receipt of your  

payment confirmation  

and all other communication  

from the Village online payment 

system, please include the 

following email address  

in your address book  

noreply@myutilityaccount.com.  

If your online payment is 

successful, you will immediately 

receive a confirmation email.

Homewood welcomes two 

new scavenger services that hold 

a limited scavenger license for 

dumpster service only:

Midway Building Supply •	

16850 State Street 

South Holland 

(708) 333-9977 

Tri-State Disposal •	

13903 S. Ashland Avenue 

Riverdale 

(708) 388-9910

These companies are in addition 

to Homewood Disposal, Skyline 

Disposal, and Waste Management, 

which also provide dumpster 

service throughout the Village.

The e-Newswire Community 

continues to grow. Residents 

seeking information about weekend 

events, construction projects, and 

job openings have signed up for 

the bi-weekly newsletter. If you 

are not yet a member, sign up 

today! Visit the Village Web site 

(homesweethomewood.com). Also, 

join the Village of Homewood’s Fan 

Page on Facebook; search Village of 

Homewood and join. 

No More Writing Checks, Buying Stamps, or Trips to Village Hall!

New 
Scavenger Service

e-Newswire 
and Facebook 
Communities

Who are the people in your 

neighborhood? Thomas’ 

Photographic would like to help 

you find out with a special project 

that will bring neighborhoods in 

Homewood together. Thomas’ 

Photographic will be coordinating 

professionally shot portraits, 

featuring owners in front of their 

homes or businesses, with the end 

goal being a Homewood Yearbook. 

This type of project has not been 

completed before and Thomas’ 

Photographic wants Homewood to 

be the first. Details can be found 

online at thehomewoodproject.com, 

or at (708) 704-1969. 

The Homewood Project 

hopes to strengthen the sense of 

togetherness in the town, and supply 

a source of modern history for the 

Homewood Historical Society. The 

Homewood Project is coordinated 

by Thomas’ Photographic Services, 

a Homewood-based business, 

specializing in location commercial 

and portrait photography, along 

with the arts. The Thomas’ 

have always had a deep root in 

Homewood.

Homewood Yearbook Project 
by Thomas Photographic Services

Colin Thomas, co-owner, is the fifth generation 
of Thomas’ to live in town, along with his wife 
and co-owner, Angela.

SUZIE’S HALLMARK SHOP
Featuring the Complete Hallmark Collection

Voted “Best Gift Shops” 
Chicago Southland 

1996–2008

Serving the 
Southern Suburbs 

since 1972

• A Dept. 56 Gold Key Dealer - 
Snow Village, Dicken’s Village, North Pole, New England & Christmas in the City

• Snow Babies • Precious Moments • Cherished Teddies
• Yankee Candles • Willow Tree Angels 

• Webkinz, Crocs Shoes and Gifts for All Occasions.

18065 Harwood Ave, Downtown Homewood, IL
phone: (708) 799-2810   fax: (708) 799-1475

Faith Wonderland 
Preschool

18645 Dixie Highway
Homewood, IL 60430

708/799-5438
www.wonderlandpreschool.org

3 Year Olds 
Tues. - Thurs. 

9 am - 11:30 am

4-5 Year Olds
Tues. - Fri. 

9 am - 11:30 am

1056 Sterling Avenue, Flossmoor, IL 60422
ColdwellBankerOnline.com

Owned And Operated By NRT Incorporated

Paula 
Matthews

REALTOR®

(708) 256-1218
paula.matthews@cbexchange.com

Homewood Resident 
for 36 Years

Licensed in 
Illinois & Indiana

hOmes are Bargain priCed.
Call me sOOn!



Department of Finance & Manager’s Office
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798-3000
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If you expect to be away from 

your home through next April, 

you may submit a self-addressed 

stamped envelope to Village Hall 

so that we can mail your vehicle 

sticker applications to you. Please 

be sure to include your  

Homewood address with your 

request. For more information, 

contact Sandy Ruhlander in the 

Finance Department at  

(708) 206-3368.

9/23 First day absentee ballot applications are accepted

10/5 Last day to register to vote

10/6 First day of grace period registration and voting

10/12 First day of Early Voting

10/26 Last day of grace period registration and voting 

10/28 Last day of Early Voting

10/28 Last day military and overseas voters may request an absentee ballot

10/29 In-person absentee voting begins at the Clerk’s downtown Chicago 

office and five suburban courthouse mini-centers

11/1 Last day voted mail-in absentee ballots can be postmarked for 

acceptance by the Clerk’s office Last day of in-person absentee 

voting at the Clerk’s downtown Chicago office and five suburban 

courthouse mini-centers

Leaving for the Winter?

Homewood History, Be a Part of It By Jim Wright, Vice-President of the Homewood Historical Society

The Homewood Historical 

Society is currently working on a 

new photographic history of the 

Village. Plans call for publishing 

a soft-cover book with over 200 

photographs to be released in 

2011. As part of this project, the 

society is interested in adding new 

photos to its collection and adding 

photos that may be used in this 

and future publications. Business, 

school, church, organization and 

family photos are of interest as well 

as street views, sports, parade and 

celebration photographs. If you 

have interesting photos that depict 

life in Homewood, particularly 

those from the Village’s early years, 

give the Historical Society a call. 

Arrangements can be made to 

scan the photos at a convenient 

time. All photos received will be 

properly credited with the donor’s 

name. Contact Jim Wright with 

the Historical Society at (708) 

957-0640 for further details, or 

visit the society’s museum, the 

Dorband-Howe House, which is 

located at 2035 W. 183rd Street. 

The museum is open Tuesdays and 

Saturdays from 1:00 PM to  

3:00 PM.

The contest was 

held in conjunction 

with the annual Art and 

Garden Street Fair and 

featured original works 

of art by local amateur 

artists. Prize money 

was donated by Village 

President Richard 

Hofeld, Village Attorney 

Chris Cummings, 

and Jim Wright of the 

Homewood Historical Society. 

Children’s Division

First Place•	 , Ella Ermshler, 

Biking In Homewood

Second Place•	 , Sally Pauss, 

Morning Glories in Homewood

Third Place•	 , Sally Pauss, 

A Walk In The Woods

Youth Division

First Place•	 , Alexa Brown, 

Images Around Town

Second Place•	 , Emily Green, 

Fun And Games

Third Place•	 , Jessica Scroppo, 

Pizza Love

Adult Division

First Place•	 , Megan Green,  

Homewood Collage

Second Place•	 , Lindsey 

Sandbothe. Homewood’s Bravest

Third Place•	 , Crystal Lesimple, 

Aurelio’s Pizza

Honorable Mention•	 , Janet 

Kruzel, Solitude

2010 Presidents Art Contest Winners

Gubernatorial General Election, 
Important Dates

“Art at Izaak Walton”
Saturday, October 23, 2010 | 9 am to 3 PM
Homewood Izaak Walton Preserve | 1100 W. Ridge Rd.  
This is our third “Art at Izaak Walton” event – displaying works of art relating 
to nature – with an emphasis on works inspired by or executed at the Izaak 
Walton Preserve. The public is welcomed to a free art exhibit sponsored 
by the Izaak Walton Preserve. Many of the works of art will be available for 
purchase.

Artists interested in displaying their work should contact John Miller at 
708-985-1040.  There is no entry fee for those works accepted and there 
will be awards given:
• $50 Best in Show Award for Photography
• $50 Best in Show Award for Paint and other media

Salem Lutheran
Early Childhood Center

18328 Ashland Ave., Homewood, IL

708.206.0350

NOW  
Is The 

Time to 
Enroll!

■ Mom’s Morning Out
■ Half-Day & All-Day Pre-School
■ Half-Day & All-Day Kindergarten
■ Summer CampLet me help you if buying or selling. 

For professionalism, 
dedication and commitment, 
   you need but one realtor.

Joanne 
Bartelsen
Your Neighborhood 

Realtor
Licensed in Illinois & Indiana

South Suburban 
708-922-1143
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10% OFF Birthday Party Package
POOL • BASKETBALL • TENN I S

Coupon must be presented. One coupon/person or party. Expires 10/30/10.

2920 W. 183rd St., Homewood
708-799-1323

hfracquetandfitness.com

Dealing with life’s little 
emergencies is easy with
Ingalls Urgent Aid Centers!
Ingalls Urgent Aid offers quick, convenient care
when conditions aren’t life-threatening, but still
require immediate treatment. Ingalls Urgent Aid 
is open 24/7/365 and typically treats:

> Asthma and allergies
> Broken bones
> Earaches and eye injuries
> Fever/flu
> Gastrointestinal distress
> Cuts, burns and bruises

Ingalls Urgent Aid Centers are an extension of 
the hospital’s Emergency Department.

NO APPOINTMENT IS NEEDED!

ingallshealthsystem.org

T I N L E Y  PA R K
6701 West 159th St.
(just east of Oak Park Avenue)

708.429.3300

F L O S S M O O R
19550 Governors Hwy.
(between Kedzie and Vollmer) 

708.799.8400

C A L U M E T C I T Y
1600 Torrence Ave.
(170th and Torrence) 

708.730.1300

“The Ingalls staff was thoughtful,
helpful, calming and reassuring.
We were seen immediately and 
I felt we were in good hands.”

—Paula Cline, mother of David Cline, age 9
Ingalls Urgent Aid patient

Coyote Run Golf Course
Passionate about people who are passionate about golf!800 Kedzie • 708-957-8700 • coyoterungolf.com

Resident special! Redeem ad for a free small bucket of balls at
the Coyote Run Driving Range by 9/30/10.

Fall ratesstart 9/20
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Community events continued from page 7

An incredible international 

sporting event was held on the 

streets of downtown Homewood 

on the Sunday following 

Homewood Days. You probably 

didn’t make it out this year, but 

you won’t want to miss it again. 

On July 11, our town was the third 

leg of the 17-day International 

Cycling Classic Superweek Pro 

Tour, which attracted category 1 

and 2 riders - these cyclists go on to 

compete in races like the Tour de 

France. In fact, Lance Armstrong 

rode in the ICC Superweek when 

he was starting out. Riders came 

from all over the world to compete. 

Races started at 10:00 AM and ran 

throughout the day concluding 

with the highlighted 100K – about 

60 miles. Those who attended the 

races met cyclists from Germany, 

Trinidad, South Africa, and Italy. 

For the final race, Homewood 

cheered their own, Brandon 

Feehery, who finished 26th. 

Feehery commented that it was 

a treat to ride in his home town 

when typically this sport takes him 

all over the globe for competition. 

The first place winner was a 

Frenchmen, Aurelion Passeron; 

second place from Australia, Bernie 

Sulzberger; and third 

place, Robert Bush, from 

Louisville, Kentucky. 

Homewood hopes to 

host the 2011 Superweek 

Pro Tour again; check 

the Village Web site early 

summer for the date and 

race route. 

Homewood International Cycling Classic 
(HICC)

 Patrick Kane was just 21 

years old when he scored the 

legendary final goal for the Chicago 

Blackhawks’ 2010 Stanley Cup 

championship. Sixteen years ago 

he was just starting to learn the 

game of ice hockey. The H-F Park 

District’s Hockey Coordinator Brit 

Terry had the young Patrick Kanes 

in mind when she created the new 

Dyno-Mites Hockey Program at 

the H-F Ice Arena this fall.

“Dyno-Mites is a precursor 

for kids who are too young for 

a hockey league or who are just 

starting to learn the game,” 

Terry said. “We are following the 

American Development Model 

(ADM) of USA Hockey and the 

Amateur Hockey Association of 

Illinois (AHAI).” 

Participants in Dyno-Mites 

must be born between 2002-

2005. While prior hockey 

experience is not required, the 

boys or girls must have participated 

in a Learn to Skate program or have 

had some skating experience.

All practices and games will be 

held at the H-F Ice Arena, located 

at 777 Kedzie Avenue in Flossmoor, 

between October 7 and January 30. 

Practices will be held twice a week 

and Jamboree Days will be held on 

Sundays. During Jamboree Days, 

teams will compete in three-on-

three games.

“The Dyno-Mites league plays 

Cross-Ice Hockey, which means 

they play the width of the ice rather 

than lengthwise. The skaters get 

more ice time, touches on the puck 

and opportunities to score with this 

format,” said Terry. 

There will be a Dyno-Mites 

meeting for interested parents on 

Monday, Sept. 13, at 6:00 PM. 

Registration will start after the 

meeting and is $350 per skater. 

A payment plan is available. To 

register, players must have a current 

USA Hockey registration form, 

available at usahockey.com 

In addition to Dyno-Mites, the 

H-F Ice Arena also offers youth 

hockey teams (including a girls’ 

only team), hockey development 

classes and the free AHAI Hockey 

is for Everyone program, available 

only at one other rink in the state 

of Illinois. For those kids and  

adults interested in skating,  

Learn to Skate lessons are available 

in beginner, intermediate and 

advanced levels, and the arena 

also features award-winning 

synchronized skating teams, the 

Icettes. For more information,  

call or click (708) 957-0100, 

hfparks.com.

Catch Hockey Fever at the H-F Ice Arena 
By Laura Nichols, HF Park District

Photo courtesy of Homewood-Flossmoor Park District

Summer 2010 Event Highlight

HICC Photos courtesy of 
Mike Macdonald

Homewood’s Brandon Feehery 

    above finished 26th.
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Gain time 
to actually

enjoy 
your deck!

Deck
Cleaning
Sealing
Staining

FREE 
ESTIMATES

708-206-2037
We power wash:

Entire Homes •	
Decks•	
Patios•	
Porches•	
Sidewalks•	
Sheds•	

Charles a. amenta III, m.D.
sherI larks, ma CCC-a, Faaa

18161 Morris Ave., #105 • Homewood, IL 60430

(708) 799-5520

• Located in Downtown Homewood 
across from Aurelio’s Pizza

• Physician on Premises

• Latest Technology Available
• Hearing Aid Supplies and Repairs
• Complete Hearing Testing

JOHN’S
Auto Service & repAir

708-798-7071

Complete Auto Service • 31 Years Experience
■ Foreign & Domestic Cars
■ ASE Certified Technicians

■ IM240 Certified Emission Repairs
■ Computerized Diagnostics

• Tune-Ups
• Brake Repair
• Lube, Oil, Filter
• Transmission Service

• Engine Repair
• Suspension Repairs
• Batteries
• Air Conditioning Service

John Nystrom (Owner) 
Monday - Friday 7:30 am-5 pm

18009 Harwood • Homewood
Across from the I.C. Station (on Harwood)

Certified 
NAPA 

Auto Care 
Center

LIVING SPRINGS
PRESCHOOL

Register Now!

Classes for 3’s, 4’s, & 5’s
We cover Academics and more!

• Christian Values
• Social Skills and Manners
• Enrichment Program

Call for more information or a brochure
(708) 709-0100

19051 S. Halsted, Glenwood,IL

Live in Homewood.
Work in Homewood.
20 years of expertise.
• Selling, Buying
• Foreclosures
• Short Sales

visit: brendajmorgan.com

Brenda J. Morgan, Broker 
708-922-1055

SOUTH SUBURBAN

✁

Residential Only, Excluding Delivery
Must mention coupon at time of ordering. Coupons cannot be combined 

or valid with any other offer. Coupon expires 09/30/2010

code: VK

PURCHASE OF $100 OR MORE

$10 0FF$10 0FF

LOwESt 
PRiCES, 

BESt 
SELECtiOn!

www.Mulch-Masters.com

BuSINESSES

For more information contact 
Pam Stasil at 708.891.0744

Your advertisements in the 
Village Key not only support 
Homewood’s newsletter, but 
reach directly into over 9,000 
homes and businesses to help sell 
your merchandise, products and 
services. 

It’s good business to place an  
ad in the Homewood Village Key.
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homeWooD through the years

Homewood Through The Years 
is a 256 page hardcover history of 
Homewood written by former village 
trustee Jim Wright who currently 
is vice-president of the Homewood 
Historical Society. The book is filled 
with over 250 photographs and is 
available for purchase for $30 at the 
Homewood Village Hall, Homewood 
Library, Suzie’s Hallmark and 
the Homewood Historical Society 
Museum, 2035 –183rd Street. For 
more information contact 708-799-
1896. In this and future editions of 
the Key, excerpts from the book will 
be printed chronicling Homewood’s 
history. In this issue read about the 
first country club established in the 
Homewood area. 

The first golf club established 

in our area was the Homewood 

Country Club officially chartered 

in October 1899. The club was 

the brainchild of several Hyde 

Park businessmen enamored with 

the game and convinced that the 

“south side” needed a club of its own 

situated along the Illinois Central 

line. The Midlothian Country Club 

had been organized a year earlier, on 

the Rock Island rail line, but it was 

not easily accessible to those living in 

Hyde Park and other districts south 

of Chicago. 

John Gilchrist and Fred 

Jenkins, executives with the 

Edison Company, along with 

other businessmen including John 

Wallace, John Nellegar and Robert 

Wells, explored the area around 

Homewood during the summer of 

1899, in search of the perfect spot 

to build their golf club. To aid in 

this endeavor, the men engaged 

Frank Reidel, a Chicago real estate 

agent who was fluent in German. 

Reidel assisted in negotiating land 

options with several of the German 

farmers in the area. Reidel would 

subsequently move to Homewood 

and would open a real estate office in 

town. Through the years he would 

become so well respected, a street 

was named in his honor after his 

death in 1917.

Gilchrist and his group were 

shrewd businessmen. They had 

placed three properties around 

Homewood under option including 

the Sidney Briggs farm located 

west of the Illinois Central tracks 

and north of Maria (183rd) Street. 

Gilchrist had also scouted the 

August Hecht and 

Christ Hibbing farms south of 

Homewood and liked what he saw. 

Both parcels were south of today’s 

Flossmoor Road and Hecht’s parcel 

lay east of what is now Western 

Avenue while Hibbing’s was on the 

west side of that roadway and east 

of the I.C. tracks. Their property 

had an undulating appearance and 

a creek named for one of the areas’ 

first settlers, Benjamin Butterfield, 

meandered through it. Gilchrist 

knew this was the land he wanted for 

the club. At first Hecht and Hibbing 

were unwilling to give an option on 

the land except at an unreasonable 

price per acre. When apprised of the 

other parcels under option around 

Homewood, both men became more 

amenable to negotiating. They both 

ultimately executed contracts to 

sell 160 acres each to the fledgling 

club for the sum of $125 an acre-a 

price just a tad above the $1.25 an 

acre the property sold for in the late 

1830’s!

After the land acquisition was 

completed, club 

members hired 

Herbert J. “Pops” 

Tweedie in the 

spring of 1900 to 

design the layout 

of the course on 

Hecht’s acreage and 

John Pearson was 

hired as the club’s 

first professional. 

Construction 

was completed 

that year on the 

first clubhouse, a large two-story 

frame structure located southeast 

of the present day intersection 

of Flossmoor Road and Western 

Avenue. This site was selected 

as it was the highest piece of 

ground on the property and had a 

commanding view of the rest of the 

course. Keeping a promise made to 

Gilchrist earlier, the Illinois Central 

also extended suburban rail service 

to Illinois Street, now known as 

Flossmoor Road, and completed 

construction there of a station they 

named “Flossmoor” in April 1900. 

The club developed a good 

reputation from the start. It 

hosted a number of early amateur 

tournaments and was the site of 

the 1906 Western Open. Things 

went well for the new club until 

lightning struck the clubhouse in 

May 1907 and completely destroyed 

the building. A second clubhouse 

was built on the same site and was 

completed in October 1908. This 

brick and cement building was 

thought to be fireproof. Contrary to 

the old adage, lightning did strike 

twice and the second clubhouse was 

leveled after the roof caught fire in a 

May 1914 electrical storm and the 

fire spread throughout the rest of the 

building. Hoping to prevent further 

trouble with Mother Nature, club 

officials built the third and present 

clubhouse about ½ mile south of the 

original site. A move they haven’t 

regretted since the clubhouse was 

completed in 1916. 

After the second fire, officials 

also changed the club’s name to the 

Flossmoor Country Club. Since 

the railroad had established their 

Flossmoor station, uninitiated 

guests to the club easily became 

confused when their trains pulled 

into Homewood. Seeing a golf 

course on the right, many jumped 

off the train with their clubs in hand 

only to find the course adjacent 

to the Homewood station was the 

Ravisloe Country Club and not the 

Homewood course. Disheartened, 

the wayward golfers would either 

have to walk the 1-½ miles to the 

Homewood course or wait another 

hour or so for the next train. The 

1914 name change certainly helped 

to alleviate this problem.

First Homewood Country Club built 1900

Original Flossmoor Train Station built 1900

Second Homewood Country Club built 1908
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TIME SENSITIVE MATERIAL

Get One
Complimentary

Entree
when a second entree of equal
or greater value is purchased 

(up to $4.00 value)
With purchase of 2 Beverages and

this coupon.  Dine In Only.  Not valid with
any other offer or discounts. 
Valid through 10/30/2010.

Get One
Complimentary

Entree
when a second entree of equal
or greater value is purchased 

(up to $4.00 value)
With purchase of 2 Beverages and

this coupon.  Dine In Only.  Not valid with
any other offer or discounts. 
Valid through 10/30/2010.

Fall Fest and 
the Annual Chili Cook-Off
Saturday, September 25 | 11:00 AM to 10:00 PM
Hickory Road at Dixie Highway
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