
VILLAGE OF HOMEWOOD 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 24, 2010 

VILLAGE HALL BOARD ROOM 

 

  

CALL TO ORDER:  Village President Richard Hofeld called the meeting to order at 7:31 p.m. 

There were sixteen people in the audience and one member of the press in attendance. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Village President Hofeld led the audience in the Pledge of 

Allegiance. 

 

ROLL CALL:  Deputy Village Clerk Sandy Ruhlander recorded the Roll Call.  Those 

responding were Trustees Glenn Tienstra, Tom Kataras, Barbara Dawkins, Joe Casella, Anne 

Colton, Ray Robertson, and Village President Richard Hofeld. 

 

INTRODUCTION OF STAFF: Village President Hofeld introduced the present staff members: 

Village Attorney Christopher Cummings, Police Chief Larry Burnson, Fire Chief Bob 

Grabowski, Director of Finance Dennis Bubenik, Director of Community Development Paula 

Wallrich, Director of Public Works John Schaefer, and Assistant Village Manager Jim Marino. 

Village Manager Mark Franz was expected to arrive later in the meeting. 

 

MINUTES: A motion was made by Trustee Robertson, seconded by Trustee Tienstra to approve 

the minutes of the Board of Trustees Regular Meeting held on Tuesday, July 27, 2010. Roll Call: 

AYES: Trustees Tienstra, Kataras, Dawkins, Casella, Colton and Robertson.  NAYS: None.  

Motion carried. 
 

CLAIMS LIST: Following questions from the Board, which were answered by staff, a motion 

was made by Trustee Kataras, seconded by Trustee Colton, to approve the Claims List of 

Tuesday, August 24, 2010, in the amount of $194,954.22.  Roll Call: AYES: Trustees Tienstra, 

Kataras, Dawkins, Casella, Colton and Robertson.  NAYS: None.  Motion carried. 
 

APPOINTMENTS:   A motion was made by Trustee Kataras, seconded by Trustee Robertson to 

approve the appointment of Cynthia Crawford to the Community Relations Commission for a 

term ending August 31, 2013.  Roll Call: AYES: Trustees Tienstra, Kataras, Dawkins, Casella, 

Colton and Robertson.  NAYS: None.  Motion carried. 
 

Deputy Village Clerk Ruhlander then swore in Cynthia Crawford, who was welcomed by the 

Board. 

 

MEET YOUR MERCHANTS:   Colin and Angela Thomas, owners of the Homewood based 

business of Thomas Photographic Services, addressed the Board and audience.  They announced 

The Homewood Project, which they hope strengthens the sense of togetherness in the Village 

and supply a source of modern history for the Homewood Historical Society.  Homewood 

residents and business owners were invited to contact them to schedule a professional portrait in 



front of their home or business. For more information visit their website: 

www.thehomewoodproject.com.  

  

HEAR FROM THE AUDIENCE:  No one came forward. 

 

OMNIBUS VOTE: Deputy Village Clerk Ruhlander read the following for the Board’s 

consideration: 

 

A. RESOLUTION R-2073 / TIMOTHY HANNIG / 25 YEARS OF SERVICE / PUBLIC 

WORKS DEPARTMENT:  Consider a motion to pass a resolution honoring Timothy 

Hannig for 25 years of service to the Village of Homewood.   

 

B. RESOLUTION R-2074 / APPROVAL OF EXECUTIVE SESSION MINUTES AND 

AUTHORIZING DESTRUCTION OF CERTAIN AUDIO RECORDINGS:  A 

resolution approving the Executive Session minutes from January through June, 2010 and 

authorizing the destruction of Executive Session audio recordings from August 12, 2008 

through December 9, 2008.   

 

C. RESOLUTION R-2075 / RELEASE OF EXECUTIVE SESSION MINUTES:  A 

resolution determining which minutes or portions thereof from Executive Sessions no 

longer require confidential treatment. 

 

D. BRUSH CHIPPING – NOVEMBER 2010: Approval to hold a brush chipping day on a 

Saturday in November, 2010 at an estimated cost of $1,097.80. 

 

E. OUTDOOR LIQUOR LICENSE – RIDGEWOOD TAP: Approval of an amendment to 

the 2010-11 Outdoor Liquor License for Ridgewood Tap located at 2059 Ridge Road to 

allow their current Outdoor Liquor License to cover the full year.  

 

F. ORDINANCE MC-835 / CHAPTER 106 - SCHOOL PARKING RESTRICTIONS:  

Approval of an ordinance amending Chapter 106 of the Homewood Municipal Code 

concerning school parking restrictions in the areas of Willow and Churchill Schools 

during school hours. 

 

G. RESUBDIVISION - 1917 CEDAR ROAD:  Approval of the proposed resubdivision of 

the property located at 1917 Cedar Road in order to create two lots. 

 

H. ORDINANCE M-1815 / SALE OF SURPLUS EQUIPMENT: Approval of an ordinance 

providing for the sale of certain personal property owned by the Village of Homewood, 

Cook County, Illinois. 

 

I. ORDINANCE M-1816 / SOUTHGATE TIF EXPANSION: Approval of an ordinance 

proposing the amendment of a Redevelopment Plan and Project for the amendment of the 

Southgate TIF Redevelopment Project Area Plan, the amendment of the Southgate TIF 

Redevelopment Project Area, and the confirmation of tax increment allocation financing 

http://www.thehomewoodproject.com/


therefore, convening a joint review board and calling a public hearing in connection 

therewith. 
 

J. SOUTHGATE TIF EXPANSION / CONSULTING AGREEMENT:  Enter into an 

agreement with Kane, McKenna and Associates to perform consulting work for the 

preparation and execution of an amendment to the Southgate TIF in an amount not to 

exceed $28,000. 

 

K. FISCAL YEAR 2009/2010 JOINT ANNUAL REPORT / ZONE BOARD OF 

APPEALS, PLAN COMMISSION, AND APPEARANCE COMMISSION: Accept the 

Fiscal Year 2009/2010 Joint Annual Report of the Zone Board of Appeals, Plan 

Commission and Appearance Commission. 

 

Trustee Tienstra request items “I” and “J” be deferred until Village Manager Franz arrived to 

respond to his questions. 

 

Following discussion, a motion was made by Trustee Colton, seconded by Trustee Dawkins to 

pass, approve, accept or award the Omnibus Vote items “A” through ”H” and “K” as presented. 

Roll Call: AYES: Trustees Tienstra, Kataras, Dawkins, Casella, Colton and Robertson.  

NAYS: None.  Motion carried. 
 

CLASS 8 PROPERTY TAX INCENTIVE – 730 RIDGE ROAD:  This item was removed at the 

request of the petitioner.  

 

RETAIL ENHANCEMENT INCENTIVE PROGRAM / F.O.G. COSMETICS – 2049 RIDGE 

ROAD: Director Wallrich presented a request from Tondalah Stroud, owner of F.O.G. Cosmetics 

located at 2049 Ridge Road, for assistance through the Retail Enhancement Incentive Program to 

complete the build-out of the lower level and assist with other eligible expenses. 

 

Director Wallrich reviewed the qualified expenditures Ms. Stroud was requesting.  The program 

is limited to a fifty/fifty match up to a project total of $20,000, with the Village’s maximum 

obligation of $10,000. The funds provided by the Village would be a reimbursement of actual 

expenses incurred by the petitioners and would be reimbursed only after receipt of the payments 

has been submitted and approved by staff. 

 

Ms. Stroud was present to answer questions and concerns from the Board.  She further explained 

her qualifications, services and business plan.   

 

Village Manager Franz arrived at 8:00 p.m. 

 

The Board thanked Mrs. Stroud for her prepared presentation. 

 

Following questions from the Board and audience, a motion was made by Trustee Colton, 

seconded by Trustee Tienstra, to approve the application of Tondalah Stroud, F.O.G. Cosmetics 

located at 2049 Ridge Road, to participate in the Retail Enhancement Incentive Program for the 

improvements specified, in an amount not to exceed $20,000, with the Village’s share being 



fifty-percent or $10,000.  Roll Call: AYES: Trustees Tienstra, Kataras, Dawkins, Casella, 

Colton and Robertson.  NAYS: None.  Motion carried. 
 

Village President Hofeld stated Village Manager Franz was now present to answer questions 

regarding items “I” and “J” from the Omnibus Vote.   

 

Trustee Tienstra expressed his concerns of Southgate TIF expansion and entering into a 

consulting agreement to do so.  Village Manager Franz stated the Southgate TIF was established 

in 2000 and is a relatively small TIF consisting of approximately fifteen to twenty properties in 

the area of Dixie Highway between 186
th

 Place and Terrace Road.  The proposed area consists of 

the properties south of Terrace Road on the east side of the street.  Most visible is the former 

Baker’s Square property, which has been vacant for two years, as well as the office building at 

18811 Dixie Highway, which is currently for sale.  

 

Dixie Highway is the major thoroughfare through Homewood, and Southgate is a critical 

commercial area which has seen some turnaround over the last decade in large part due to the 

existing TIF.  Over the ten year life of the TIF, the majority of the existing Southgate TIF 

properties have seen some rehab or redevelopment.  

 

These improvements and additional improvements being finalized by the consultant for the 

current TIF area would greatly benefit the southern portion of the Southgate commercial area.  

Kane, McKenna and Associates (KMA) has been the Village’s TIF consultant for many years 

and coordinated the process to expand the SWCBD TIF a few years ago and has extensive 

experience in this type of work with the Village and statewide. Staff requested a preliminary 

review and KMA has concluded that this area is TIF eligible.  

 

Following discussion, a motion was made by Trustee Robertson, seconded by Trustee Kataras to 

pass and approve items “I” and “J” as presented.  Roll Call: AYES: Trustees Kataras, Dawkins, 

Casella, Colton and Robertson.  NAYS: Trustee Tienstra.  Motion carried. 
 

BID AWARD – QUINT/LADDER TRUCK:  Fire Chief Grabowski led in the discussion of the 

purchase of a Quint/Ladder Truck, replacing Engine 536, Squad 546, and Truck 550. On April 

27, 2010, the Village Board directed the Fire Department with the assistance of the Public Works 

Department to solicit bids.  After completing the specifications with both departments, going out 

to bid and completing a thorough review, they recommended the award of the bid to Pierce 

Manufacturing, the overall lowest responsible bidder, in the amount of $748,387.00.  

 

Fire Chief Grabowski stated a total of five bids for this vehicle were received. HME was the 

lowest bidder but did not meet the specifications in a number of critical areas including rear 

suspension, gauges, generator, tires and electronics. He recommended the Village take the trade-

in allowance for Squad 546 and Truck 550 and recommended Engine 536 be donated to a 

smaller Fire Department who may be in need of a basic Engine.  

 

He thanked Fleet Supervisor Dave Ebert and his staff for all their hard work with this project, 

which is a 2010 CIP Budget project to be funded from the 2010 Bond Issue and the $150,000 

grant received. The bid specifications did not include the price of the rescue tools due to the large 



markup that the manufacturers would have put in.  These items will be bid separately at a later 

date in order to get the best price possible.  

 

Questions and concerns from the Board were addressed by staff.  

  

The Board thanked Fire Chief Grabowski and Dave Ebert for their efforts in the long process 

needed with this project. 

 

A resident requested the bid specifications and to be considered as the vendor in the purchase of 

this Quint/Ladder Truck.  Attorney Cummings stated this purchase has already been out to bid 

and his legal opinion to the Board was to approve the recommendation from staff or reject all 

bids and re-bid this truck. 

 

Village President Hofeld invited the resident to contact Public Works Director Schaefer if he was 

interested in being included in future bids.  

 

Village Manager Franz added this public process began almost one year ago and recommended 

the Board move forward and action be taken now.  

 

Following more discussion, a motion was made by Trustee Robertson, seconded by Trustee 

Tienstra to award the bid for one Quint/Ladder Truck to Pierce Manufacturing, the overall lowest 

responsible bidder, in the amount of $748,387.00. Roll Call: AYES: Trustees Tienstra, Kataras, 

Dawkins, Casella, Colton and Robertson.  NAYS: None.  Motion carried. 
 

MANAGER’S REPORT: Village Manager Franz had nothing further to report. 

  

GENERAL BOARD DISCUSSION:   

 

Trustee Dawkins thanked the Community Relations Commission for the great job they did with 

the Dog Days of Summer Event. 

 

Trustee Colton invited everyone to attend the Music Fest 2010 being held at the Marie Irwin 

Center on Saturday, August 28, 2010 from 12:00 noon until 8:00 p.m. 

 

Village President Hofeld announced the next Green Event, Electronic Waste Collection, will be 

held on Saturday, August 28
th

 during the Farmers’ Market located in the St. Joseph Church 

parking lot.  

  

EXECUTIVE SESSION:  A motion was made by Trustee Dawkins, seconded by Trustee Colton, 

to enter into Executive Session  to discuss collective negotiation matters and performance of a 

specific employee or employees at 9:10 p.m. Roll Call: AYES: Trustees Tienstra, Kataras, 

Dawkins, Casella, Colton and Robertson.  NAYS: None.  Motion carried. 
 

The Board took a short recess at 9:10 p.m. prior to entering into Executive Session. The Board 

returned to open session at 10:05 p.m. 

  



ADJOURN: A motion to adjourn was made by Trustee Kataras, seconded by Trustee Colton. 

Roll Call: AYES: Trustees Tienstra, Kataras, Dawkins, Casella, Colton and Robertson.  

NAYS: None.  Motion carried. The meeting adjourned at 10:05 p.m.  There was no one in the 

audience. 

   

 

 

                 _______/s/ Gayle Campbell__________ 

                        Village Clerk 


