
VILLAGE OF HOMEWOOD 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING 

TUESDAY, APRIL 13, 2010 

VILLAGE HALL BOARD ROOM 

 

  

CALL TO ORDER:  Village President Richard Hofeld called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

There were eighteen people in the audience and two members of the press in attendance. 

 

Village President Hofeld asked for a moment of silence in remembrance of fallen Firefighter 

Brian Carey.  

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Village President Hofeld led the audience in the Pledge of 

Allegiance. 

 

ROLL CALL:  Village Clerk Gayle Campbell recorded the Roll Call.  Those responding were 

Trustees Glenn Tienstra, Tom Kataras, Barbara Dawkins, Joe Casella, Anne Colton, Ray 

Robertson, and Village President Richard Hofeld. 

 

INTRODUCTION OF STAFF: Village President Hofeld introduced the present staff members: 

Village Manager Mark Franz, Village Attorney Christopher Cummings, Deputy Police Chief 

Dale Gustafson, Fire Chief Bob Grabowski, Director of Finance Dennis Bubenik, Assistant 

Director of Public Works Joe Jakubowski, Director of Public Works John Schaefer, and 

Assistant Village Manager Jim Marino. 

  

RESOLUTION R-2061/COMMEMORATION OF FALLEN FIREFIGHTER BRIAN COLIN 

CAREY: Fire Chief Grabowski asked that members of the Fire Department who were present to 

come forward. He stated that two weeks ago the Village of Homewood lost one of our own, 

Firefighter Brian Carey.  The resolution presented at this meeting will be the first of many 

honors and dedications that will be bestowed to Firefighter Brian Carey and his comrades.  

 

 Fire Chief Grabowski then read the resolution honoring Brian Colin Carey, remembering him 

with the highest esteem for his bravery, his selfless sacrifice, his unfaltering dedication to the 

mission of the fire service and his service to the residents of the Village of Homewood.   

 

Brian Carey’s family was not able to attend this meeting. This resolution will be presented to 

them at a later date. 

 

Village President Hofeld stated to let the record reflect that this resolution was enacted by the 

entire Board.  

 

MINUTES: A motion was made by Trustee Casella, seconded by Trustee Colton to approve the 

minutes of the Board of Trustees Regular Meeting held on Tuesday, March 23, 2010. Roll Call: 

AYES: Trustees Kataras, Dawkins, Casella, Colton and Robertson.  NAYS: None.  ABSTAIN:  

Trustee Tienstra. Motion carried. 
 



CLAIMS LIST: Following questions from the Board, which were answered by staff, a motion 

was made by Trustee Robertson, seconded by Trustee Casella, to approve the Claims List of 

Tuesday, April 13, 2010, in the amount of $579,482.84.  Roll Call: AYES: Trustees Tienstra, 

Kataras, Dawkins, Casella, Colton and Robertson.  NAYS: None.  Motion carried. 
 

MEET YOUR MERCHANTS:   No one came forward.  

 

PRESENTATIONS: 

 

RESOLUTION R-2062/MARY ANN MURPHY/RETIREMENT/PUBLIC WORKS 

DEPARTMENT:  This item was deferred until a later date. 

TREE CITY USA RECOGNITION/ARBOR DAY PROCLAMATION:  Village Clerk 

Campbell read a proclamation wherein Village President Hofeld proclaimed April 24, 2010 as 

Arbor Day in the Village of Homewood. 

 

Village President Hofeld stated this marks the twelfth consecutive year for the Tree City USA 

Award and the eleventh year for the Tree City Growth Award for the Village of Homewood.  He 

also announced a green event will be held on May 8, 2010 at St. Joseph’s parking lot, beginning 

at 9:00 a.m.  More information will be forth coming.  

 

John Mooney, a member of the Tree Committee, came forward and was presented with the 

proclamation. 

 

HEAR FROM THE AUDIENCE:   

 

Elaine Egdorf, Chairman of the Homewood Heritage Committee, stated the Heritage Committee 

is accepting nominations for this year’s Village of Homewood Hall of Fame through May 28, 

2010.  Up to five current or past residents who have made significant and beneficial 

contributions to the life and well being of the Village are inducted.   Nomination forms are 

available at the Village Hall and on the Village’s website.  

 

Mrs. Egdorf announced that the ninth annual Drivin’ the Dixie will take place on June 19, 2010. 

Antique, collector and family cars drive Dixie Highway from Blue Island to Momence stopping 

at participating towns.  Participants are encouraged to explore the historic sites, stores and 

restaurants along their drive.   

 

She also invited everyone to attend the History of Golf in the South Suburbs being presented on 

May 1, 2010 at Ravisloe Golf Course. Featured will be Tim Cronin, Golf Editor of the 

SouthtownStar Newspaper, Alberta Adamson, director of the Wheaton History Center’s Golf 

Museum, and representatives of some of Chicagoland’s oldest south suburban clubs. The cost is 

$38 per person and is open to the public. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING/2010-2011 BUDGET: 

 

CALL TO ORDER: The public hearing was called to order by Village President Hofeld at 7:47 

p.m. 



 

ROLL CALL: Village Clerk Gayle Campbell recorded the Roll Call.  Those responding were 

Trustees Glenn Tienstra, Tom Kataras, Barbara Dawkins, Joe Casella, Anne Colton, Ray 

Robertson, and Village President Richard Hofeld. 

 

PRESENTATION: Director of Finance Bubenik led the budget discussion for 2010-2011. He 

stated that over the past few months the Board has been reviewing the 2010-2011 Fiscal Year 

budget. The past two years have been challenging due to the national recession, which has put 

pressure on local government.  Income tax and sales tax are down, and the State’s proposed 

additional reduction of income tax will further complicate future budgets.  

 

The Great Recession continues to impact most decisions made at the local level.  The economy 

of today is driven by consumer spending.  That spending was curtailed when the housing market 

dropped after years of unsustainable growth.  The result has been a combination of tighter money 

supply, increase in unemployment, and decrease in spending, thereby the financial crisis 

continues.  Furthermore, budget problems at the State level find there way into the municipal 

operations level in the form of decreased State funds.   

 

Director Bubenik then reviewed the 2010-2011 Budget, presenting goals and accomplishment, 

the reserve the Village currently has and highlighting the revenues and expenditures, with 

projected balances. Most revenues are projected to be flat. 

 

Mr. Bubenik thanked the department heads and their staffs for their cooperation and sincere 

diligence in looking at ways to reduce expenditures and at the same time provide the highest 

quality of services to the residents of Homewood.  He also thanked the Village Board for their 

responsible and progressive manner in which they conduct the fiscal affairs of the Village. 

 

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC:  President Hofeld asked for comments and questions from 

the audience. There were none. 

 

COMMENTS FROM THE BOARD:  Trustee Tienstra expressed his concerns of the staffing of 

the Police Department, stating he would like to see some of the Village’s special events 

suspended and a portion of the Village’s reserve fund used to help staff this department.  

 

Trustee Kataras stated staff did an excellent job making the necessary reductions.  He is, 

however, concerned with the possibility of further reduction of State funding.  

 

Trustee Dawkins agreed with Trustee Kataras and stated this budget reflects the input from staff 

and the needs of the residents.  

 

Trustee Casella stated the budget should be followed as established. 

 

Trustee Colton asked Deputy Chief Gustafson if he was comfortable with the current staffing of 

the Police Department.  He responded yes and that his department understands the difficulties 

due to the current economic times and, like the Village Board, hopes it will turn around.  

 



Trustee Colton added that special events are more than parties.  They also pull the community 

together in a way not seen in surrounding towns.  Some of these events bring people to the 

downtown area.  Anything the Village can do to promote this should be continued.  

 

Trustee Robertson stated any loss of business and more sales tax will impact future budgets as 

well as this one.  There is no balance between cutting some events to hire a police officer.  

 

Village President Hofeld stated the budget process began in January with tough decisions being 

made.  He thanked Village Manager Franz, Director of Finance Bubenik, the department heads, 

their staff and the Village Board for all of their input. 

 

ADJOURN:  A motion was made by Trustee Tienstra, seconded by Trustee Dawkins to adjourn 

the Public Hearing of the 2010/2011 budget and return to regular session at 8:07 p.m. Roll Call: 

AYES: Trustees Tienstra, Kataras, Dawkins, Casella, Colton and Robertson.  NAYS: None.  

Motion carried. 

 

The Board returned to regular session. 

 

OMNIBUS VOTE: Village Clerk Campbell read the following for the Board’s consideration: 

 

A. ORDINANCE M-1813/2010-2011 BUDGET:  An ordinance adopting the annual budget 

for the Fiscal Year 2010-11 for the Village of Homewood, Cook County, Illinois. 

 

B. RESOLUTION R-2063/REDUCTION OF STATE INCOME TAX DISBURSEMENT 

TO MUNICIPALITIES:  A resolution opposing reduction of the Local Government 

Distributive Fund. 

 

C. BID AWARD/CRUSHED LIMESTONE:  Award the bid for the purchase and delivery 

of various types of crushed limestone to J&E Transport, South Holland, IL, the lowest 

responsible bidder, in the following amounts: CA6 stone @ $9.35 per ton, 1” stone @ 

$12.95 per ton, 2” stone @ $10.25 per ton, at an estimated total of $60,150.00. 

 

D. BID AWARD/BITUMINOUS BINDER – SURFACE – COLD PATCH:  Award the bid 

for bituminous surface, binder and cold patch mix to Lincoln Paving, Hazel Crest, IL, the 

lowest responsible bidder, in the amount of $57.80 per ton for surface mix, $55.80 per 

ton for binder, and $89.50 per ton for cold patch. 

 

E. CONTRACT RENEWAL/2010-11 STREET SWEEPING:  Renew the contract for street 

sweeping with Elgin Street Sweeping Services, Chicago, IL, for 6 residential and 15 

commercial sweeps for the period May 1, 2010 through April 30, 2011 in an amount not 

to exceed $38,797.18, plus additional costs on an as needed basis for spot cleaning.  

 

F. BID AWARD/2010-11 REFORESTATION:  Award the bid for the purchase of parkway 

trees to the following three nurseries being the lowest responsible bidders for certain tree 

species: Acorn Farms Nursery, 100 trees of varying species, at a total cost of $6,380; 



Forest Lawn Nursery, 70 trees of varying species, at a total cost of $6,330; and Possibility 

Place Nursery, 35 trees of varying species, at a total cost of $2,188. 

 

G. CONTRACT RENEWAL/ANNUAL TREE REMOVAL:  Renew the contract with 

Homer Tree Care, Lockport, IL, for the 2010-11 Annual Tree removal and Spot 

Trimming in the amount of $21.00 per inch for tree removal including stumps, $4.50 per 

inch for stump removal, $110.00 per tree for tree trimming, and $55.00 per tree for area 

tree trimming.   

 

H. RESOLUTION R-2064/MOTOR FUEL TAX (MFT) FUNDS – ROCK SALT/STREET 

MILLING/HOT MIX:  A resolution for maintenance of streets and highways by 

municipality under the Illinois Highway Code appropriating the sum of $235,700 of MFT 

funds to cover the cost of rock salt, street milling and hot mix for the period of May 1, 

2010 through April 30, 2011. 

 

I. RESOLUTION R-2065/MOTOR FUEL TAX (MFT) FUNDS – CENTER AVENUE 

RESURFACING:  A resolution for improvement by municipality under the Illinois 

Highway Code appropriating the sum of $55,070 of MFT funds for the resurfacing and 

general maintenance of Center Avenue from Ridge Road to 187
th

 Street. 

 

J. ORDINANCE MC-831/CHAPTER 106 – PARKING FINE PAYMENT SCHEDULE:  

An ordinance amending Chapter 106 of the Homewood Municipal Code concerning fine 

payment schedules for vehicular standing, parking and compliance regulation violations. 

 

After expressing concerns, Trustee Tienstra requested Item “A” be removed from the Omnibus 

Vote and considered separately. 

 

Following more discussion, a motion was made by Trustee Tienstra, seconded by Trustee 

Dawkins to pass, approve, accept or award the Omnibus Vote items “B” through ”J” as 

presented. Roll Call: AYES: Trustees Tienstra, Kataras, Dawkins, Casella, Colton and 

Robertson.  NAYS: None.  Motion carried. 
 

A motion was made by Trustee Dawkins, seconded by Trustee Robertson to approve Item “A” as 

presented.  Roll Call: AYES: Trustees Kataras, Dawkins, Casella, Colton and Robertson.  

NAYS: Trustee Tienstra.  Motion carried. 
 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

BUSINESS INCENTIVE PROGRAM/GAS STATION-CONVENIENCE STORE/2138 183
RD

 

STREET: Director Schaefer presented a request from Peter Guglielmi for final approval of the 

remaining eligible work in the Business Incentive Program, Retail Enhancement Program and 

Go Green Reward Program for property located at 2138 183
rd

 Street. The Village Board granted 

concept approval for Mr. Guglielmi’s participation in the business incentive program with the 

Village’s share not to exceed $70,500 and gave final approval for the landscaping, asphalt, roof 

repairs, security cameras, mansard roof, brick on the south and rear façade, HVAC and interior 

electric with the Village’s share of the costs not to exceed $47,328.  



Mr. Guglielmi has now submitted three bids for the remaining work that is considered to be 

eligible for the business incentive program. The low bid amount for this work is $86,556 of 

which the Village’s share would amount to $43,278.  The Village’s share for this work plus the 

cost of the work that was already approved in February, 2010 totals $90,606.  This amount 

exceeds the $70,500 amount the Board approved by $20,106.  One item that was approved but 

not included was for the mansard replacement with an additional cost to the Village’s share of 

$7,105, bringing the total over the original amount previously approve by the Board to $27,211. 

All the expenses that Mr. Guglielmi submitted are eligible under the guidelines established for 

the business incentive program. 

 

Village Manager Franz stated the total is above what was approved conceptually.  At the time the 

Board approved this, other bids were anticipated.  There were other aspects of this project that 

the petitioner was not ready to submit at that time. 

 

Director Schaefer added there has been a change to the process of participation in the business 

incentive program. All future petitioners will be asked to provide three estimates for all the work 

they want to do at the beginning of the process so that a firm amount is presented to the Board. 

 

Mr. Guglielmi was present to answer questions and address concerns from the Board and 

audience. He stated he expects to be open by the middle of May and thanked the Board for their 

assistance.  

 

The Board stated that this property is a gateway to the Village and was happy to see the 

progression of the work being done.   

 

Following discussion, a motion was made by Trustee Kataras, seconded by Trustee Colton to 

amend the original Façade and Property Improvement and Go Green Reward agreements to 

include additional eligible items and to execute a Retail Enhancement Incentive agreement 

increasing the Village’s share from $70,500 to $97,711. Roll Call: AYES: Trustees Tienstra, 

Kataras, Dawkins, Casella, Colton and Robertson.  NAYS: None.  Motion carried 
 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

LANDSCAPE DESIGN ENGINEERING SERVICES AGREEMENT/SOUTHGATE 

BUSINESS DISTRICT: Director Schaefer presented a proposal for the landscape design and 

engineering services for landscape/streetscape improvements in the Southgate Business District 

along Dixie Highway, south from Heather Road to Terrace Road, along the east and west sides 

of the street.  The proposal for the landscape design and engineering services for these 

improvements were prepared by Planning Resources Inc. These improvements are in the 

Southgate Business District TIF and for an amount not to exceed $27,370.75.  It is estimated that 

it will take approximately three months to complete this project.  

 

Pam Lau, representing the Southgate Business owners, stated they were happy to be moving 

forward and beautifying this area of Homewood.  

 



Village Manager Franz stated there are enough funds in the Southgate Business District TIF, 

with additional revenue generated to this TIF annually.  

 

Keven Graham from Planning Resources Inc. was present to answer questions from the Board 

and audience.  

 

The Board thanked Mr. Graham for the plans and sketching of the landscape designs presented 

showing the potential for this area and felt this project should move forward. 

LANDSCAPE DESIGN ENGINEERING SERVICES AGREEMENT: A motion was made by 

Trustee Colton, seconded by Trustee Casella to authorize the Village Manager to enter into an 

agreement with Planning Resources, Inc. for landscape design engineering services for 

improvements in the Southgate Business District TIF in an amount not to exceed $27,370.75. 

Roll Call: AYES: Trustees Tienstra, Kataras, Dawkins, Casella, Colton and Robertson.  

NAYS: None.  Motion carried. 
  

MANAGER’S REPORT: Village Manager Franz, speaking on behalf of the Board and staff, 

extending deepest sympathies to Police Chief Burnson on the passing of his fiancée Margaret 

Colina.  Our thoughts and prayers are with him and the Colina family. 

  

GENERAL BOARD DISCUSSION:   

  

Trustee Casella announced the Veterans Breakfast to be held on Saturday, April 24, 2010 at the 

Marie Irwin Center beginning at 8:30 a.m.  All veterans are invited to attend.  

 

The Board extended their condolences to the Elias family and a speedy recovery to Kara Koppas. 

They also thanked all the surrounding fire departments, communities, citizens, and other Village 

departments for their outstanding support during this extremely difficult time in the loss of 

Firefighter Brian Carey. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION:  A motion was made by Trustee Colton, seconded by Trustee Casella 

to enter into Executive Session  to discuss the employment of a specific employee or employees 

and the performance of a specific employee or employees at 8:39 p.m. Roll Call: AYES: 

Trustees Tienstra, Kataras, Dawkins, Casella, Colton and Robertson.  NAYS: None.  Motion 

carried. 
 

The Board took a short recess at 8:39 p.m. prior to entering into Executive Session. The Board 

returned to open session at 9:31 p.m. 

  

ADJOURN: A motion to adjourn was made by Trustee Dawkins, seconded by Trustee Kataras. 

Roll Call: AYES: Trustees Tienstra, Kataras, Dawkins, Casella, Colton and Robertson.  

NAYS: None.  Motion carried. The meeting adjourned at   9:32 p.m.  There was no one in the 

audience. 

 

 

     _______________________________ 

                   Village Clerk 


