
VILLAGE OF HOMEWOOD 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING 

TUESDAY, MARCH 23, 2010 

VILLAGE HALL BOARD ROOM 

 

  

CALL TO ORDER:  Village President Richard Hofeld called the meeting to order at 7:32 p.m. 

There were fifteen people in the audience and two members of the press in attendance. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Village President Hofeld led the audience in the Pledge of 

Allegiance. 

 

ROLL CALL:  Village Clerk Gayle Campbell recorded the Roll Call.  Those responding were 

Trustees Tom Kataras, Barbara Dawkins, Joe Casella, Anne Colton, Ray Robertson, and Village 

President Richard Hofeld.  Trustee Glenn Tienstra was absent. 

 

INTRODUCTION OF STAFF: Village President Hofeld introduced the present staff members: 

Village Manager Mark Franz, Village Attorney Christopher Cummings, Police Chief Larry 

Burnson, Fire Chief Bob Grabowski, Director of Finance Dennis Bubenik, Assistant Director of 

Public Works Joe Jakubowski, Director of Public Works/Acting Director of Community 

Development John Schaefer, and Assistant Village Manager Jim Marino. 

  

MINUTES: A motion was made by Trustee Kataras, seconded by Trustee Dawkins to approve 

the minutes of the Board of Trustees Regular Meeting held on Tuesday, March 9, 2010. Roll 

Call: AYES: Trustees Kataras, Dawkins, Casella, Colton and Robertson.  NAYS: None.  

ABSENT:  Trustee Tienstra.  Motion carried. 
 

CLAIMS LIST: Following questions from the Board, which were answered by staff, a motion 

was made by Trustee Colton, seconded by Trustee Robertson, to approve the Claims List of 

Tuesday, March 23, 2010, in the amount of $324,049.88.  Roll Call: AYES: Trustees Kataras, 

Dawkins, Casella, Colton and Robertson.  NAYS: None.  ABSENT:  Trustee Tienstra.  Motion 

carried. 
 

APPOINTMENTS:   A motion was made by Trustee Dawkins, seconded by Trustee Kataras to 

approve the appointments of David Kenebrew to the Cable Television Commission for a term 

ending 1/08/2012; Pam Lau to the Economic Development Committee for a term ending 

7/13/2011; Reverend Aaron Sciford to the Ethics Commission for a term ending 4/30/2013; and 

Kimberlyn Davis to the Beautification Committee for a term ending 4/30/2014.  Roll Call: 

AYES: Trustees Kataras, Dawkins, Casella, Colton and Robertson.  NAYS: None.  ABSENT:  

Trustee Tienstra.  Motion carried. 
 

Village Clerk Campbell swore in David Kenebrew, Pam Lau, Reverend Aaron Sciford and 

Kimberlyn Davis, who were then welcomed by the Board.  

 

MEET YOUR MERCHANTS:   Allisa Opyd, member of the Economic Development 

Committee, introduced Ron Wexler and Jacquie Relli from Keller Williams Preferred Realty, 



located at 18300 Dixie Highway in Homewood.  Their company will be collecting food to 

benefit local pantries on May 7, 2010. The bags used for the collection have been donated by 

Walt’s Food Center.  

 

Ms. Opyd presented a Certificate of Recognition to Mr. Wexler and Ms. Relli for participating in 

this portion of the Board meeting.  

 

PRESENTATIONS:    

 

RESOLUTION R-2060 / DAVE EBERT / 30 YEARS OF SERVICE / PUBLIC WORKS 

DEPARTMENT:  A motion was made by Trustee Kataras,  seconded by Trustee Robertson to 

pass a resolution honoring Dave Ebert for 30 years of service to the Village of Homewood. 

Village Clerk Campbell then read the resolution honoring Dave Ebert on his years of service to 

the Village in the Public Works Department. Mr. Ebert was congratulated by the Board and 

audience.  

 

Director of Public Works Schaefer commended Dave Ebert for the excellent work he does for 

the Village. 

  

HEAR FROM THE AUDIENCE:   

 

Marietta Burke, a volunteer with the Save Abandoned Babies Foundation, addressed the Board 

regarding an awareness day sponsored by the Foundation on April 13, 2010.  Local Merchants 

will have information available on this day to increase public awareness of the Safe Haven law 

that was passed in 2001, mostly due to the support of the Save Abandoned Babies Foundation.  

This law addresses infant abandonment, allowing parents in crisis to safely relinquish their new 

born babies to designated locations.  

 

Village Manager Franz read a proclamation encouraging Homewood residents to attend the 27
th

 

Annual Free Family Health co-sponsored by the Homewood Rotary Club and Ingalls Health 

System.  This event will be held on Sunday, April 11, 2010 from 9:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. at 

James Hart School H-F Sports Complex, located at 183
rd

 Street and Aberdeen.  

 

OMNIBUS VOTE: Village Clerk Campbell read the following for the Board’s consideration: 

 

A. ANNUAL REPORT/SENIOR ADVISORY COMMITTEE:  The 2009 Annual Report for 

the Senior Advisory Committee. 

 

B. ORDINANCE M-1810/SALE OF CERTAIN PERSONAL PROPERTY:  An ordinance 

providing for the sale of certain personal property owned by the Village of Homewood, 

Cook County, Illinois. 

 

C. ORDINANCE MC-829/RAFFLE ORDINANCE CHANGE:  An ordinance amending 

Chapter 14, Article XII “Raffles” of the Municipal Code of the Village of Homewood., 

Cook County, Illinois. 

 



D. ORDINANCE M-1811/EBEL’S ACE HARDWARE/18410 GOVERNORS HIGHWAY:  

An ordinance granting permission for a temporary use to erect a greenhouse from April 

1
st
 to July 5

th
 for EBEL’S ACE HARDWARE at 18410 Governors Highway, 

Homewood, Illinois. 

 

E. ORDINANCE M-1812/MENARDS/17545 HALSTED STREET:  An ordinance granting 

permission for a temporary use to erect a greenhouse from April 1
st
 to July 5

th
 for 

MENARDS at 17545 Halsted Street, Homewood, IL. 
 

A motion was made by Trustee Casella, seconded by Trustee Colton to pass, approve, accept or 

award the Omnibus Vote items “A” through ”E” as presented. Roll Call: AYES: Trustees 

Kataras, Dawkins, Casella, Colton and Robertson.  NAYS: None.  ABSENT:  Trustee 

Tienstra.  Motion carried. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE TOW ORDINANCE:  Police Chief Burnson led in the discussion 

amending the Homewood Municipal Code concerning seizure and impoundment of motor 

vehicles. He explained most communities in the metropolitan area of Chicago have a similar type 

of ordinance in place as a way to discourage certain types of criminal activities from occurring in 

their communities.  Chief Burnson then highlighted the specific violations that would be 

addressed in the proposed ordinance. 

 

The ordinance allows that whenever a police officer has probable cause to believe that a motor 

vehicle is subject to seizure and impoundment pursuant to Article 625 ILCS 5/6-101, the police 

officer shall cause the motor vehicle to be removed or towed to a facility authorized by the 

Village.  Once the vehicle is towed, if a bond in the amount of five hundred dollars is posted 

with the Village, the impounded motor vehicle shall be release to the owner of record, upon the 

payment by the owner of record of the towing and storage costs to the applicable towing 

company. The proposed ordinance continues with provisions of hearings with regard to the 

impoundment and seizure of the vehicle as well as final disposition with regard to the impounded 

of the vehicle.  This proposed ordinance is one of the goals and objectives of the Strategic Plan. 

 

The Board stated they fully supported this ordinance as presented. 

 

ORDINANCE MC-830/SEIZURE AND IMPOUNDMENT OF MOTOR VEHICLES:  A 

motion was made by Trustee Robertson, seconded by Trustee Casella to amend Chapter 106 of 

the Homewood Municipal Code concerning the seizure and impoundment of motor vehicles. 

Roll Call: AYES: Trustees Kataras, Dawkins, Casella, Colton and Robertson.  NAYS: None.  

ABSENT:  Trustee Tienstra.  Motion carried. 

 

PARKING TICKET FINE INCREASE:  Police Chief Burnson presented a request to increase 

fines for parking violations in the Village as recommended in the Police Department’s recent 

budget presentation. Other than handicapped parking, fines for all other parking violations have 

not been increased since prior to 1996. In addition to the general parking fine increase, he also 



recommended an initial fine for parking in a fire lane of one hundred dollars.  He then reviewed 

the proposed increase to the fines.   

 

Police Chief Burnson stated he proposed a fine discount for those violations that are paid within 

ten days of the citation being issued.  Over the past few years, the Police Department had seen 

considerable decrease in the amount of parking tickets being paid.  It is their belief that if a 

discount payment was offered, the amount of tickets being paid may increase.  Based on this, 

staff recommended the ordinance include a stipulation that if a parking ticket is paid within ten 

days of its issuance, the fine shall be reduced by thirty percent.  This would result in a discounted 

paid amount for general fines of thirty-five dollars, fire lane violations of seventy dollars and 

handicapped parking fines of one-hundred forty dollars. 

 

Following comments from the Board, which were addressed by staff, a motion was made by 

Trustee Colton, seconded by Trustee Casella directing staff to draft an ordinance amending the 

Municipal Code to increase fines for parking violations and incorporate a separate fine structure 

for parking violations in fire lanes. Roll Call: AYES: Trustees Kataras, Dawkins, Casella, 

Colton and Robertson.  NAYS: None.  ABSENT:  Trustee Tienstra.  Motion carried. 
 

2010/2011 FISCAL YEAR BUDGET:  Finance Director Bubenik led in the presentation and 

discussion on the draft 2010/2011 Fiscal Year Budget.  Over the last few months, the Board has 

been reviewing the recommended 2010/11 Fiscal Year Budget.  Due to revenue shortfalls and 

the resulting deficit in the preliminary budget, steps had to be taken to keep costs in line.   

 

Director Bubenik explained what Capital Projects are and the different funding sources used to 

address the infrastructure needs.  He then gave a Power-Point presentation summarizing the 

sources and uses for the Capital Projects Budget for 2010/11, highlighting MFT, Sewer/Water, 

TIF Surplus Bonds, and grant sources.  

 

Comments and questions from the Board were addressed by staff. 

 

MANAGER’S REPORT: Village Manager Franz encouraged all residents to complete and 

return their Census questionnaire.  He also announced the TreeShare Program will continue until 

April 3, 2010. 

 

Director of Public Works Schaefer asked if the resurfacing projects, which are under the MFT 

programs, should come back before the Board.  Mr. Schaefer was directed to proceed with these 

projects as usual.  

  

GENERAL BOARD DISCUSSION:    

 

Trustee Kataras asked Director Schaefer if any meetings had been scheduled for the Third 

Addition, to which Mr. Schaefer responded a public meeting will be scheduled this spring.  

 

Trustee Casella requested a Closed Session meeting be scheduled.  He also commended Police 

Chief Burnson on the Police Department’s Annual Report. 



Trustee Colton invited everyone to join in the celebration of Earth Hour on March 27, 2010 from 

8:30 p.m. until 9:30 p.m. by turning their lights out to raise awareness of climate change and how 

each of us can have a positive impact on the planet.  

 

Trustee Robertson asked how the disbanding of the Village’s ESDA will impact the Village.  

Fire Chief Grabowski stated he is currently filing the needed paperwork to address this issue. 

 

Village President Hofeld announced that on April 10, 2010 Representative Davis, on April 17, 

2010 Senator Hutchinson and on April 24, 2010 Representative DeLuca will be joining him at 

the Village Hall.  

 

ADJOURN: A motion to adjourn was made by Trustee Robertson, seconded by Trustee Casella 

Roll Call: AYES: Trustees Kataras, Dawkins, Casella, Colton and Robertson.  NAYS: None.  

ABSENT:  Trustee Tienstra.  Motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 8:35 p.m.   

 

 

 

     _______________________________ 

                   Village Clerk 

 


