
VILLAGE OF HOMEWOOD 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING 

TUESDAY, APRIL 27, 2010 

VILLAGE HALL BOARD ROOM 

 

  

CALL TO ORDER:  Village President Richard Hofeld called the meeting to order at 7:32 

p.m. There were twenty-four people in the audience and two members of the press in 

attendance. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Village President Hofeld led the audience in the Pledge of 

Allegiance. 

 

ROLL CALL:  Village Clerk Gayle Campbell recorded the Roll Call.  Those responding 

were Trustees Tom Kataras, Barbara Dawkins, Joe Casella, and Village President 

Richard Hofeld.  Trustees Glenn Tienstra and Ray Robertson were absent.  Trustee Anne 

Colton arrived at 8:10 p.m. 

 

INTRODUCTION OF STAFF: Village President Hofeld introduced the present staff 

members: Village Manager Mark Franz, Village Attorney Christopher Cummings, Police 

Chief Larry Burnson, Fire Chief Bob Grabowski, Director of Finance Dennis Bubenik, 

Assistant Director of Public Works Joe Jakubowski, Director of Public Works John 

Schaefer, and Assistant Village Manager Jim Marino. 

  

MINUTES: A motion was made by Trustee Kataras, seconded by Trustee Dawkins to 

approve the minutes of the Board of Trustees Regular Meeting held on Tuesday, April 

13, 2010. Roll Call: AYES: Trustees Kataras, Dawkins, and Casella.  NAYS: None.  

ABSENT:  Trustees Tienstra, Colton and Robertson.  Motion carried. 
 

CLAIMS LIST: Following questions from the Board, which were answered by staff, a 

motion was made by Trustee Casella, seconded by Trustee Kataras to approve the Claims 

List of Tuesday, April 27, 2010, in the amount of $280,993.60.  Roll Call: AYES: 

Trustees Kataras, Dawkins, Casella, and Village President Hofeld. NAYS: None.  

ABSENT:  Trustees Tienstra, Colton and Robertson.  Motion carried. 
 

APPOINTMENTS:   A motion was made by Trustee Dawkins, seconded by Trustee 

Kataras to approve the appointments of Robert Lucas, Jr. to the Heritage Committee for a 

term ending 10/13/2012 and Lawrence Scott to the Rail Committee for a term ending 

1/08/2013. Roll Call: AYES: Trustees Kataras, Dawkins, Casella and Village 

President Hofeld.  NAYS: None.  ABSENT:  Trustees Tienstra, Colton and Robertson.  

Motion carried. 
 

Village Clerk Campbell swore in Mr. Lucas and Mr. Scott, who were then welcomed by 

the Board.  

 



MEET YOUR MERCHANTS:   Economic Development Committee member Allisa 

Opyd introduced the following two Homewood business entrepreneurs: 

 

Cipriano Romero, owner of Reflections Yoga Center located at 18675 Dixie Highway 

informed the Board and audience of their website which has information such as their 

business hours, classes and yoga items available at their store.  Gift certificates are also 

available.  For more information visit their website at www.ryogocenter.com 

 

Al Linschoten, owner of Let the Fur Fly, stated his business emphasizes in pet grooming 

with day care available. They are an appointment only facility and have been in business 

for ten years, with the last four of those years located in Homewood at 1950 Hickory 

Road. For a full description of their services and prices, visit www.letthefurfly.net.  

 

Allisa Opyd presented each business owner with a Certificate of Recognition for 

participating in this portion of the meeting.  

 

PRESENTATIONS: 

 

SWEARING-IN/POLICE SERGEANT KENNETH STRUNK: Village Clerk Campbell 

administered the oath of office to Police Sergeant Kenneth Strunk, who was then 

congratulated by the Board and audience. 

 

SWEARING-IN/FIRE LIEUTENANT TIM CAMERON:  This item was deferred until a 

later date.  

 

RESOLUTION R-2062/MARY ANN MURPHY/RETIREMENT/PUBLIC WORKS 

DEPARTMENT:  A motion was made by Trustee Kataras, seconded by Trustee Dawkins 

to pass a resolution honoring Mary Ann Murphy upon her retirement from the Village of 

Homewood Public Works Department.  Roll Call: AYES: Trustees Kataras, Dawkins, 

Casella and Village President Hofeld. NAYS: None.  ABSENT:  Trustees Tienstra, 

Colton and Robertson.  Motion carried. 
 

Village Clerk Campbell read the resolution honoring Mary Ann Murphy for her thirty 

one years of service to the Village of Homewood. Ms. Murphy was congratulated by the 

Board and audience. 

 

Director of Public Works Schaefer commended Ms. Murphy for her outstanding service 

to the citizens of Homewood. 

 

RESOLUTION R-2066/BERNARD HOGANCAMP/30 YEARS OF SERVICE/POLICE 

DEPARTMENT:  A motion was made by Trustee Casella, seconded by Trustee Kataras 

to pass a resolution honoring Bernard Hogancamp for his thirty years of service to the 

Village of Homewood. Roll Call: AYES: Trustees Kataras, Dawkins, and Casella. 

NAYS: None.  ABSENT:  Trustees Tienstra, Colton and Robertson.  Motion carried. 
 

http://www.letthefurfly.net/


Village Clerk Campbell then read the resolution honoring Bernard Hogancamp on his 

years of service to the Village of Homewood in the Police Department. Mr. Hogancamp 

was congratulated by the Board and audience.  

 

HEAR FROM THE AUDIENCE:  No one came forward. 

 

OMNIBUS VOTE: Village Clerk Campbell read the following for the Board’s 

consideration: 

 

A. RENEWAL OF PERMITS FOR OUTDOOR SALE OF ALCOHOLIC 

BEVERAGES: The renewal of the permits for outdoor sale of alcoholic 

beverages for Aurelio’s Pizza, Inc. (18162 Harwood Avenue), Grady 

Restaurant Group LLC, d/b/a Grady’s Grille (18147 Harwood Avenue), 

Bogart’s, Inc. d/b/a Bogart’s Charhouse (18225 Dixie Highway), Calumet 

Country Club (17500 Western Avenue), Cilantro, Ltd. (18755 Dixie 

Highway), Mayberry, Inc. d/b/a The Fifth Quarter (18105 Dixie Highway), 

Ridgewood Liquors (2059 Ridge Road), Tack and Jibe, Inc. d/b/a Lassen’s 

Sports Bar and Grill (2131 W. 183
rd

 Street), to be valid from May 1, 2010 to 

April 30, 2011, subject to the stated conditions and upon payment of the 

permit fees. 

 

B. RENEWAL OF SCAVENGER LICENSES:  The renewal of scavenger 

licenses to Homewood Disposal Service, Inc., Skyline Disposal Company, 

Inc. and Waste Management Illinois, Inc. upon payment of the license fees. 

 

C. AWARDING OF LIMITED SCAVENGER LICENSES (2):  Approval of 

limited scavenger licenses to Midway Building Supply and Tri-State 

Disposal. 

 

D. SERIAL RAFFLE LICENSE – HOMEWOOD POLICE ASSOCIATION:  

Authorize the issuance of a serial raffle license to the Homewood Police 

Association and waive the fidelity bond requirement and license fee. 

 

E. RESOLUTION R-2067/IMPLEMENTATION OF GENERAL ORDER 

3.103 CONCERNING POLICE SERGEANTS:  A resolution supporting 

implementation of General Order 3.103 of the Homewood Police Department 

concerning Police Sergeants. 

 

F. BID AWARD/WATER PLANT #2 PIPE REPLACEMENT:   

 

a) BID AWARD:  Award the bid for the removal of two steel pipes and 

the replacement with two ductile iron pipes at Water Plant #2 to 

Gaskill & Walton, the lowest responsible bidder, in an amount not to 

exceed $39,200. 

 



b) BUDGET AMENDMENT:  Approve a budget amendment to the 

2010-2011 Program of Services by adding $4,200 to CIP – Restore 

Water Pipes at Water Plant #2 from Water/Sewer Fund Balance. 

 

G. CONTRACT RENEWAL – 50/50 SIDEWALK PROGRAM AND 

PARKWAY RESTORATION PROGRAM:  Renew the contract for the 

50/50 shared cost sidewalk replacement program and concrete 

removal/replacement and parkway restoration programs with J&J Newell 

with unit prices remaining the same for 2010 as the previous year. 

 

H. BID AWARD/CENTER AVENUE RESURFACING EMERGENCY 

REPAIR PROGRAM:  Award the bid for the Center Avenue Resurfacing 

Emergency Repair Program to Alpha Construction Company, the lowest 

responsible bidder, in an amount not to exceed $263,949.40. 

 

I. BID AWARD/CONTRACT GRASS CUTTING, TRIMMING, DEBRIS 

REMOVAL ON PRIVATELY-OWNED, NON-COMPLIANT 

PROPERTIES:  Award the bid for contract grass cutting, trimming, debris 

removal and weed spraying on privately-owned non-compliant properties to 

Anderson Lawn & Landscaping Services, the lowest responsible bidder, and 

authorize the Village Manager to enter into a contract for these services at the 

Village’s request per the agreed upon prices. 

 

Village President Hofeld stated item “F(b)” required five votes and will be considered 

later in the meeting when Trustee Colton arrives. 
 

After discussion and questions, which were addressed by staff, a motion was made by 

Trustee Dawkins, seconded by Trustee Kataras to pass, approve, accept or award the 

Omnibus Vote items “A” through “F(a)” and “G” through ”I” as presented. Roll Call: 

AYES: Trustees Kataras, Dawkins, Casella, and Village President Hofeld. NAYS: 

None.  ABSENT:  Trustees Tienstra, Colton and Robertson.  Motion carried. 
 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

THIRD ADDITION SANITARY IMPROVEMENTS SUPPLEMENTAL 

STUDY/BAXTER & WOODMAN:  Public Works Director Schaefer led the discussion 

to proceed with the Third Addition Sanitary Improvements Supplemental Study. After 

meeting with the residents from the Third Addition and hearing their questions and 

concerns, staff felt the need for further study to address questions regarding the 

installation and the design of a new sanitary sewer and water main, currently located in 

the rear easements of these homes, and requested additional engineering information 

from Baxter & Woodman. 

 

Greg Weiss, 18420 Dundee Avenue, thanked the Village for their consideration in this 

matter.  He expressed his concerns regarding other options that might be available.  

 



Director Schaefer stated the Village has worked with Baxter & Woodman for numerous 

years.  They are an engineering company that is very familiar with the Village, having 

done many other projects.  Since there were concerns that residents had expressed at the 

public meeting, additional work is now being requested to address these concerns. 

 

A representative from Baxter & Woodman was present to answer questions from the 

Board and audience.  He stated that at the public meeting they did not have all the 

answers to questions that were asked.  Discussions had taken place with staff and, with 

the information available at that time, Baxter and Woodman had made their 

recommendations to the Village.  With further input from the residents, more 

investigation should be made to thoroughly address the questions and concerns.  It is the 

duty of Baxter and Woodman to provide the Village of Homewood with the best 

information so that an educated solution can be reached.  

 

Trustee Kataras stated he had contact with residents regarding this matter and is glad the 

Village is looking at all the alternatives to satisfy their concerns. 

 

Trustee Anne Colton arrived at 8:10 p.m. 

 

Director Schaefer stated the system needs to be rebuilt and this will be a long term plan.  

Due to all the utility poles and construction over the sewers, it is a very complicated 

situation. 

 

Trustee Dawkins stated she had concerns after the public meeting and is glad the Village 

is on the path of getting a plan together and providing other options.   This is a major 

investment for the Village, and financing is a major consideration also.  

 

Trustee Casella stated that not only is this important to the infrastructure of the Village, 

but also to the residents in the Third Addition.  He thanked Mr. Weiss and the other 

residents for their correspondence regarding this. 

 

Trustee Colton stated she was at the public meeting and is also glad to be reviewing this 

matter.  She asked if the dollar amounts would be presented at the conclusion of this 

study to which Director Schaefer answered yes and further stated that another public 

meeting will be held once the information is available, prior to be presented to the Board. 

 

A motion was made by Trustee Colton, seconded by Trustee Dawkins to enter into an 

agreement with Baxter & Woodman to supply a supplemental report for engineering 

services related to relocating water and sewer lines in the Third Addition, in an amount 

not to exceed $14,000.  Roll Call: AYES: Trustees Kataras, Dawkins, Casella, and 

Colton.  NAYS: None.  ABSENT:  Trustees Tienstra and Robertson.  Motion carried. 
  

NEW BUSINESS 

 

INX INTERNATIONAL INK CO./1000 MAPLE AVENUE/CLASS 6B RENEWAL 

REQUEST:  Village Manager Franz presented  a request from INX International Ink Co. 



to renew Class 6B designation for property located at 1000 Maple Avenue.  This program 

is designed to encourage industrial development throughout Cook County, and the 

resolution supporting the Class 6B renewal would have to ultimately be approved by the 

Cook County Board.  

 

In 1999, the Village Board passed a resolution approving the request from BoMar LLC 

and Exhibit Source, Inc. for a Class 6B designation as part of their incentives to locate in 

Prairie Lakes Business Park.  In June, 2007, INX International Ink Co. acquired that 

facility from BoMar LLC and accepted the same terms and conditions of the 

Redevelopment Agreement. In order to maintain their reduced property tax rate, INX 

International Ink Co. is requesting approval of their Class 6B renewal request. 

 

To allow local businesses to compete in south Cook County, these incentives have 

become necessary.  INX International spent over $14 million in renovating their facility, 

they employ over 110 employees at this location and have been a great business partner 

in Prairie Lakes Business Park and the community. 

 

Village President Hofeld added that when INX International Ink Co. considered moving 

into this facility they had inquired if the Village would support a renewal of the Class 6B.  

In good faith, it was informally agreed upon at that time.  

 

Donald Peelman thanked the Board for allowing them to appear before them to make this 

request.  Without the TIF incentives and Class 6B, it is very difficult for south Cook 

County communities to compete on an economic comparative basis. 

 

A spokesman for INX International added other locations were considered but the Village 

of Homewood was the best location.  Their business has thrived in the past three years.  

In order to stay competitive and continue to grow, the Class 6B is very important.  

 

The Board thanked INX International Inc Co. for choosing Homewood for their business 

location, realizing the importance of being competitive and how this will help other 

businesses in the area by bringing people in to see what a great town Homewood is. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. R-2068 / CLASS 6B DESIGNATION RENEWAL / 1000 MAPLE 

AVENUE:  A motion was made by Trustee Kataras, seconded by Trustee Casella to pass 

a resolution determining the appropriateness for renewal of Class 6B status pursuant to 

Cook County Real Property Classification Ordinance as amended April 9, 2002 for 

certain real estate located at 1000 Maple Avenue, Homewood, Cook County, Illinois.  

Roll Call: AYES: Trustees Kataras, Dawkins, Casella, Colton and Village President 

Hofeld.  NAYS: None. ABSENT:  Trustees Tienstra and Robertson.  Motion carried. 
 

CLASS 8 PROPERTY TAX DESIGNATION / 900 MAPLE AVENUE: Director 

Schaefer presented a request from Ralph Edgar, contract purchaser for property located at 

900 Maple Avenue, for Class 8 designation. This building has been seventy-three percent 

occupied by Silliker, Inc. for the past fifteen years.  Silliker has relocated to downtown 



Chicago and this building is now one hundred percent vacant. Mr. Edgar anticipates the 

building will be vacant for five months before he purchases it.  

 

The Class 8 designation for commercial property allows the property to be assessed at a 

lower tax rate over a twelve year period and is a tax incentive available only in Cook 

County used to spur economic growth in Cook County communities.  

 

Mr. Edgar was present to answer questions from the Board.  He then reviewed the 

property he has developed in the south suburbs and what he has planned for this location, 

focusing on an educational institution and medical facility, employing at least one 

hundred twenty-five people.  

 

The Board thanked Mr. Edgar and appreciated his vision and foresight of putting an 

institution of quality in the building.  They wished him great success. 

 

RESOLUTION NO. R-2069 / CLASS 8 DESIGNATION / 900 MAPLE AVENUE: A 

motion was made by Trustee Colton, seconded by Trustee Kataras to pass a resolution 

determining the appropriateness for Class 8 status pursuant to the Cook County Real 

Property Classification Ordinance as amended April 9, 2002, for certain real estate 

located at 900 Maple Avenue, Homewood, Cook County, Illinois, owned by American 

Chartered Bank with Ralph Edgar as contract purchaser. Roll Call: AYES: Trustees 

Kataras, Dawkins, Casella, and Colton.  NAYS: None. ABSENT:  Trustees Tienstra 

and Robertson.  Motion carried. 
 

REPLACEMENT OF FIRE DEPARTMENT LADDER TRUCK: Fire Chief Grabowski 

led the discussion in the replacement of Ladder Truck 550 with a new Quint Truck and 

the elimination of Squad 546 and Engine 536. He stated the replacement of Ladder Truck 

550 was placed in the CIP budget for this fiscal year. In addition to this replacement he 

also proposed the elimination of Squad 546 and Engine 536.  He then gave a Power Point 

presentation outlining the current Fire Department’s fleet, his plans for the reduction of 

this fleet and the replacement of Ladder Truck 550.  He identified the need and solution 

for an apparatus replacement plan, the need to down size the fleet and consolidate the 

apparatus to provide more efficient service, and the need to upgrade apparatus.  

 

Vehicle 550, 1987 Ladder Truck is twenty-three years old and should have been replaced 

three years ago.  It has limited initial fire attack due to a small booster tank and lack of 

additional hose lines. There are no extrication capabilities, and it is not a multi-functional 

unit.  

 

Vehicle 546, 1989 Squad Truck is twenty years old and should be scheduled for 

replacement this year.  The majority of responses were for M.A.B.A.S. or special teams.  

This vehicle rarely goes on any calls and basically benefits other communities.  

 

Fire Chief Grabowski recommended consolidating Ladder Truck 550, Squad 546 and 

Engine 536, and replace them with a new Quint Truck.  By consolidating these three 

vehicles, the Village would save close to one million dollars in replacement and 



maintenance costs.  The Fire Department will be reducing their fleet from three engines 

to two engines. 

 

The new Quint Truck will be capable of serving the Village as an engine, while providing 

rescue and extrication capabilities, as well as serving as a ladder truck. With the 

improved dispatch capabilities with E-Com, the ISO rating could improve from A4 to 

A3.  The number one concern is the safety of the Fire Department, giving them the right 

tools to perform their jobs.  

 

Fire Chief Grabowski then highlighted the reasons for moving forward with this purchase 

at this time, the costs of repairs and maintenance of the current apparatus needed to be 

replaced and the cost analysis. The net cost of the Quint Truck is approximately 

$640,000.  If the Village were to wait until 2012, the cost would be approximately 

$910,000.  

 

Village President Hofeld asked if it would be a standardized piece of equipment or 

customized, to which Fire Chief Grabowski responded it would be customized in order to 

meet the specific needs of the Fire Department. 

 

Trustee Kataras asked how the Village could justify this need when surrounding 

communities and the M.A.B.A.S. group already had a ladder truck and wouldn’t it be a 

better use of funds to purchase a different vehicle to compliment the need in the 

M.A.B.A.S. group.  Fire Chief Grabowski answered Homewood needs to have a ladder 

truck, and we cannot constantly count on surrounding communities to assist the Village.  

He is proposing that the Quint Truck be the first response on all commercial buildings, 

high rises and multi-family dwellings. Having the complete engine capability of the 

Quint Truck includes a large diameter hose.  

 

Trustee Kataras then expressed his concerns of the life and use of the Quint Truck, the 

Village using such a large portion of the bonds and asked for more information on the 

advantage of a possible lease.  Chief Grabowski explained how the Quint Truck would be 

used and its advantages.  He further stated that a lease would have an interest rate of 

seven to nine percent versus the two percent on the bonds.  The Village should expect to 

get twenty to twenty-five years of use from this vehicle. Due to the age and problems 

with the current vehicles, he didn’t feel they were safe.  

 

Trustee Dawkins also expressed her concerns with spending this amount of money on 

one piece of equipment, but the Village cannot wait until these vehicles break down.  

Also, with the grant that will expire this year, the other savings and the consolidation of 

vehicles, moving forward with the bid process is needed.  



 

Village Manager Franz added that this is one of the projects identified in the bond 

process that was needed to be funded. It is a purchase that has been delayed for a number 

of years.  This Board has made good decisions over the past few years to start funding 

our fleet at a rate that will allow the Village to purchase vehicles without having to 

pursue a bond.  He feels the Village is heading in the right direction. 

 

Trustee Casella expressed his concerns of the Quint Truck lasting twenty years with the 

amount of calls it will be responding to.  Fire Chief Grabowski stated it should only be 

responding to twenty-five to thirty percent of the calls due to the nature of the call. 

 

Trustee Colton stated that though it is a large sum, she did not see any alternative due to 

future costs.  She asked Chief Grabowski to look into the possibility of combining our 

resources with surrounding communities using E-Com as a model. 

 

The Board thanked Fire Chief Grabowski for his thorough presentation. 

 

A motion was made by Trustee Kataras, seconded by Trustee Dawkins to direct staff to 

move forward and solicit bids for a new quint plus one vehicle. Roll Call: AYES: 

Trustees Kataras, Dawkins, Casella, and Colton.  NAYS: None.  ABSENT:  Trustees 

Tienstra and Robertson.  Motion carried. 
 

Trustee Kataras stated he liked the idea of a regional solution and would like the Board to 

meet with other surrounding communities to discuss this further. 

 

BID AWARD/WATER PLANT #2 PIPE REPLACEMENT/BUDGET AMENDMENT:  

A motion was made by Trustee Casella, seconded by Trustee Dawkins to approve a 

budget amendment to the 2010-2011 Program of Services by adding $4,200 to CIP – 

Restore Water Pipes at Water Plant #2 from Water/Sewer Fund Balance. Roll Call: 

AYES: Trustees Kataras, Dawkins, Casella, Colton, and Village President Hofeld.  

NAYS: None.  ABSENT:  Trustees Tienstra and Robertson.  Motion carried. 
 

MANAGER’S REPORT: Village Manager Franz had nothing further to report. 

  

GENERAL BOARD DISCUSSION:   

  

Village President Hofeld announced the Village Board has established a scholarship fund 

to Loras College in honor of fallen Homewood Firefighter Brian Carey.  Beginning May 

3, 2010, donations can be made at any Chicago land Charter One Bank to the Brian Carey 

Scholarship Fund.  

 

Director Schaefer stated Lisa Syren had applied for and received money from Cook 

County for overtime and expenses in connection with storm damage in 2008.  She is also 

working with Village President Hofeld on a presentation for residents to possibly receive 

money from Cook County for expenses they may have incurred in 2008.  Trustee Kataras 

commended her for taking this initiative for the Village. 



 

Trustee Casella complimented Police Department personnel for the great job they did in 

an arrest over the weekend.  He also thanked all who attended the Veterans’ Breakfast 

this past weekend and thanked Attorney Cummings for sponsoring it. He informed the 

Board and audience of a special event to take place during Homewood Days in July, 

2010, honoring the member of the 308
th

 Civil Affairs Brigade who will be returning from 

Iraq.  More information will be presented as these dates get closer. 

 

ADJOURN: A motion to adjourn was made by Trustee Dawkins, seconded by Trustee 

Kataras. Roll Call: AYES: Trustees Kataras, Dawkins, Casella, and Colton.  NAYS: 

None. ABSENT:  Trustees Tienstra and Robertson.  Motion carried. The meeting 

adjourned at 9:31 p.m.   

 

 

 

     ___/s/ Gayle Campbell______________ 

                   Village Clerk 
 


