
VILLAGE OF HOMEWOOD 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING 

TUESDAY, JULY 13, 2010 

VILLAGE HALL BOARD ROOM 

 

CALL TO ORDER:  Village President Richard Hofeld called the meeting to order at 

7:34p.m. There were eight people in the audience and one member of the press in 

attendance. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Village President Hofeld led the audience in the Pledge of 

Allegiance. 

 

ROLL CALL:  Village Clerk Gayle Campbell recorded the Roll Call.  Those responding 

were Trustees Tom Kataras, Barbara Dawkins, Joe Casella, Anne Colton, Ray Robertson, 

and Village President Richard Hofeld. Trustee Glenn Tienstra was absent. 

 

INTRODUCTION OF STAFF: Village President Hofeld introduced the present staff 

members: Village Manager Mark Franz, Village Attorney Christopher Cummings, 

Director of Finance Dennis Bubenik, and Director of Public Works John Schaefer.  

 

MINUTES: A motion was made by Trustee Colton, seconded by Trustee Casella to 

approve the minutes of the Board of Trustees Regular Meeting held on Tuesday, June 22, 

2010. Roll Call: AYES: Trustees Dawkins, Casella, Colton and Robertson.  NAYS: 

None.  ABSTAIN:  Trustee Kataras.  ABSENT:  Trustee Tienstra. Motion carried. 
 

CLAIMS LIST: Following questions from the Board, which were answered by staff, a 

motion was made by Trustee Casella, seconded by Trustee Kataras, to approve the 

Claims List of Tuesday, July 13, 2010, in the amount of $923,699.34.  Roll Call: AYES: 

Trustees Kataras, Dawkins, Casella, Colton and Robertson.  NAYS: None.  ABSENT:  

Trustee Tienstra. Motion carried. 
 

MEET YOUR MERCHANTS:   Melissa Mollett, manager from Brunswick Zone, located 

at 3043 183
rd

 Street, highlighted the various activities they offer along with bowling, 

which included laser tag, children and adult birthday parties, corporate events and a full 

catering menu.  For more information, visit their web site: www.bowlbrunswick.com.  

 

PRESENTATIONS: 

 

PROCLAMATION - JUDGE MICHAEL STUTTLEY:  Trustee Dawkins read a 

proclamation issued by Village President Hofeld honoring Judge Michael Stuttley upon 

his retirement.  Judge Stuttley was then congratulated by the Board and audience. 

 

HEAR FROM THE AUDIENCE:  Elaine Egdorf, chairperson of the Homewood 

Heritage Committee, informed everyone of the success of the Driven’ the Dixie with over 

one hundred fifty cars participating in this event and highlighted the many successful 

events that took place in July and thanked all those involved. 

http://www.bowlbrunswick.com/


Mrs. Egdorf then announced the five honorees for the 2010 Hall of Fame: Henry W. C. 

Gottschalk, Nicholas W. Kuhn, Robert E. Ahlf, Thomas E. Brabec and the Aurelio 

Family. The public is invited to the ceremony, which will be held on October 24, 2010 at 

Calumet Country Club.  The invitations will be available in late August.  

 

OLD BUSINESS: 
 

SOUTHGATE BEAUTIFICATION:  Village Manager Franz led in the discussion of the 

proposed streetscape and landscape improvements for the Southgate Business District. At 

the April 13, 2010 meeting, the Village Board entered into an agreement with Planning 

Resources, Inc. to perform the planning services to continue with the 

landscape/streetscape improvements in the area along Dixie Highway, south from 

Heather Road to Terrace Road. They have completed a preliminary plan which was 

presented to the Southgate merchants and have since finalized the plans for this 

commercial area. 

 

These proposed streetscape and landscape improvements include brick pavers, cross walk 

enhancements, additional lighting, landscaping and other improvements that help tie this 

commercial area together and upgrade the infrastructure at the same time at a total cost 

expected to be between $278,000 to $290,000.  The approval of this plan at this time will 

allow the Village time to work through the approval process with IDOT and advertise for 

bids in October, with hopes of construction to begin in March or April and a May to mid-

June completion next year.    

 

Kevin Graham and Brett Lewis from Planning Resources, Inc. then gave a power point 

presentation of the proposed Southgate Business District enhancements and 

improvements.  

 

Elaine Egdorf stated she would like the term “Historic Dixie Highway” be incorporated 

in these enhancements. Village Manager Franz shared that he had spoken with Richard 

Haas who was excited about incorporating some type of reference about Dixie Highway 

in a mural there.   

 

The Board expressed their concerns with the property owner on the west side of Dixie 

Highway and the lack of interest in participating in these improvements.  They also 

thanked Planning Resources, Inc. for their presentation. 

 

Following questions, which were addressed by staff, a motion was made by Trustee 

Kataras, seconded by Trustee Robertson to approve the proposed enhancement plan for 

the Southgate Business District in an amount not to exceed $291,000. Roll Call: AYES: 

Trustees Kataras, Dawkins, Casella, Colton and Robertson.  NAYS: None.  ABSENT: 

Trustee Tienstra. Motion carried. 
  

NEW BUSINESS: 
 

FAÇADE AND PROPERTY IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM / 18035 DIXIE 

HIGHWAY:   Director Schaefer presented  a request from Bill Frank, owner of the 



property at 18035 Dixie Highway, for participation in the Façade & Property 

Improvement Program to install plumbing upgrades to provide for a required ADA 

bathroom. At the Board meeting of June 22, 2010, Mr. Frank had requested consideration 

for participation in the Façade & Property Improvement Program for TIF assistance.  The 

low bid for the plumbing installation is $6,157, of which the Village would reimburse 

fifty percent of the cost, or $3,087.50 to Bill Frank.  Mr. Frank has received TIF 

assistance on two other occasions.  

 

Following questions and comments, a motion was made by Trustee Colton, seconded by 

Trustee Casella to enter into an agreement with Bill Frank to participation in the Façade 

& Property Improvement Program through the Central Business District TIF to install 

plumbing upgrades at 18035 Dixie Highway at a total cost of $6,157, of which the 

Village would be reimbursed 50% or $3,087.50. Roll Call: AYES: Trustees Kataras, 

Dawkins, Casella, Colton and Robertson.  NAYS: None.  ABSENT: Trustee Tienstra. 

Motion carried. 
 

AMUSEMENT TAX:  Director Bubenik led in the discussion to amend the Homewood 

Municipal Code to include bowling/entertainment locations. The Brunswick Zone on 

183
rd

 Street opened in 2004 at the location previously occupied by K-Mart. A 

redevelopment agreement was approved including some conditions on the developer, 

tenant and the Village.  Within this agreement, the Village agreed not to impose an 

amusement tax for six years. This period of time has expired. 

 

The Village’s Municipal Code does include existing language allowing for a three 

percent amusement tax, however the definition of amusement as currently written does 

not include recreational activities offered by Brunswick Zone.  The definition of 

amusement would have to be modified to incorporate this type of use.   

 

Joseph Dziemianzuk, Director of Operation for Brunswick in the Chicagoland area, 

addressed the Board and stated that taking on this additional tax would be very 

burdensome to them at this time.  

 

Trustee Kataras expressed his concerns of an additional tax on any business during these 

difficult economic times and asked Attorney Cummings for clarification of the State 

Statute, which allows municipalities the authority to require this. 

 

Attorney Cummings stated that the businesses listed in the State Statute can be taxed, 

regulated and licensed by local government.  Currently, there are very few, if any, for-

profit activities that fall under the Village’s current definition of amusement, and the 

State Statute does not define the term amusement. The Village would need to define what 

we consider to be amusement as it pertains to a for-profit activity.  

 

Trustee Dawkins expressed her concerns of how this would affect other businesses in the 

Village.  Village Manager Franz stated the intended use for this modification of the 

amusement tax would be for bowling alleys only. 

 



Trustee Casella expressed his concerns of imposing this tax and the hardship it may 

cause. It is better to have a viable business at this location. 

 

Trustee Colton asked what impact this would have on all businesses and what the three 

percent tax would include.  Attorney Cummings responded it would depend on how the 

Board wishes to define the term amusement.  Director Bubenik added the three percent 

tax would be on the bowling games. 

 

Trustee Robertson asked Mr. Dziemianzuk if he felt this amusement tax would negatively 

impact the volume of business to which Mr. Dziemianzuk answered yes, it would be 

critical.  Trustee Robertson also expressed his concerns of creating a one entity tax. 

 

Following more discuss and concerns, Village President Hofeld thanked Director 

Bubenik for his presentation and stated the Board would not be moving forward with this 

item at this time. 

 

MANAGER’S REPORT: Village Manager Franz announced the following upcoming 

events: The next Third Thursday Cruise Night will be held on July 15, 2010 in the 

downtown area from 6:00 p.m. until 9:00 p.m. On Friday, July 16, 2010, the first of two 

scheduled Movies in Our Parks, featuring Journey to the Center of the Earth in 3-D, will 

be held in Irwin Park at dusk. On Saturdays, the Farmers’ Market is held from 8:00 a.m. 

to 1:00 p.m. in the parking lot of St. Joseph’s Church, with document shredding 

scheduled on Saturday, July 24, 2010. 

 

Village President Hofeld added he is awarding a prize of $50 for the oldest document 

brought to the shredding on July 24, 2010.  

  

GENERAL BOARD DISCUSSION:   

 

The Board thanked everyone involved in the success of the events that took place the past 

weekend, including Bill Frank, Char Dyer, staff and Major Joel Freeman, 308
th

 Civil 

Affairs Brigade.  

 

Trustee Casella asked Village Manager Franz for more information regarding a property 

on Argyle.  

 

ADJOURN: A motion to adjourn was made by Trustee Colton, seconded by Trustee 

Robertson. Roll Call: AYES: Trustees Kataras, Dawkins, Casella, Colton and 

Robertson.  NAYS: None.  ABSENT:  Trustee Tienstra. Motion carried. The meeting 

adjourned at 8:51 p.m.   

 

 

     _______________________________ 

                   Village Clerk 

 


