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This year promises to be a 
wonderful event, creating 
a lifetime of memories for 
you and your family.

See pages 11 and 12 
for more details

A winter wonderland of 
fun in Homewood’s 
charming downtown

WINTER 2008
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Village Board MEETINGS

PuBlic SerVice DIRECTORY

Board meetings are held on the second and 

fourth Tuesday of each month at 7:30 PM in 

the Village Hall Board Room, 2020 Chestnut 

Road. Committee of the Whole meetings are 

held on the first and third Tuesdays, as an-

nounced. The public is invited to all meetings 

and they may introduce appropriate items not 

listed on the agenda.

Police Emergency .................................  9-1-1

Fire & Paramedic Emergency ...............  9-1-1

Police Non-Emergency ..................  206-3420

Fire Dept. Non-Emergency ...........  206-3400

Manager’s Office ...........................  206-3377

Public Works Dept. .......................  206-3470

Building Dept. ..............................  206-3858

Community Development ............  206-3385

After Hours Water Emergency ........798-2131

Prop. Maint./Code Enforcement ........  206-3858

Homewood Public Library ............  798-0121

Homewood Area Chamber of Commerce .....  206-3384

Homewood-Flossmoor Park District ..............  957-0300
  Marie Irwin Community Center .............  957-7275
  H-F Senior Activity Center ......................  957-7275
  Racquet & Fitness Club ..........................  799-1323
  Ice Arena .................................................  957-0100
  Dolphin Lake Pool ..................................  798-0085
  Lions Club Pool.......................................  799-2223
School District 153 ........................................  799-5661
School District 161 ........................................  647-7000
Homewood Flossmoor High School ...............  799-3000
St. Joseph School ............................................  798-0467
Homewood Community Academy .................  799-6912
www.homesweethomewood.com • www.hfisgreat.com

VILLAGE PRESIDENT
Richard A. Hofeld

VILLAGE CLERk
Gayle Campbell

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Trustee Gail Bibb 
Trustee Ralph DeWitt
Trustee Ray Robertson
Trustee Joe Casella
Trustee Thomas W. Kataras
Trustee Glenn Tienstra

Board, commiSSion &
committee MEETINGS

All meetings are held at the Village Hall, 2020 Chestnut Road,  
at the times and locations listed unless otherwise announced.  
A monthly schedule of all meetings is posted in the lobby of  
the Village Hall.

Appearance Commission
1st Wednesday at 7:30 PM, Board Room

*Beautification Committee – TBD

*Cable TV Commission – TBD

Committee of the Whole
1st & 3rd Tuesday as scheduled at 7:30 PM, Board Room

Community Relations Commission
1st Monday at 7 PM, Conference Room

*Economic Development Committee – TBD

Fire and Police Commission
Quarterly; July 23, October 22 at 6 PM Conference Room

Heritage Committee
3rd Thursday at 7:30 PM, Conference Room

*Homewood Rail Committee – TBD

Plan Commission
2nd & 4th Wednesday at 7:30 PM, Board Room

Police Chief ’s Citizens Advisory Committee
4th Monday at 7 PM, Police Conference Room

Senior Advisory Committee
3rd Monday/Odd Months at 7 PM, Conference Room

*Stormwater Resource Committee – TBD

Tree Committee
2nd Thursday at 6:30 PM, Conference Room

*Veterans Committee – TBD

Village Board of Trustees
2nd & 4th Tuesday at 7:30 PM, Board Room

Zone Board of Appeals
2nd & 4th Thursday at 7:30 PM, Board Room

Teach your children how to use 9-1-1 in an emergency
Village of Homewood (Main Number) 798-3000

community

South Suburban
708-798-1333

Now’s the time to trust the 
Southland’s Leader in Real Estate

Only Full-Time 
Professional Agents 

since 1979

BUYING 
or SELLING 

Call 

First!
South Suburban

 CALENDAR

T
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December 5 ..............Holiday Lights & Radiance on Ridge
 Downtown Homewood / Irwin Park
 5 PM to 9 PM, 
 Call Village Hall for more info. 798-3000
 

December 13 ............Breakfast with Santa, Irwin Center 
 9 AM & 10:15 PM, 
 Call Park District for more info. at 957-0300

December 13 ............Skate with Santa, H-F Ice Arena
 Call Park District for more info. at 957-0300

December 22 ............Winter Solstice begins 
 

December 24 & 25 ...Christmas Eve & Christmas Day 
 (Village Offices Closed)
                                

December 31 ............New Year Celebration
 Park District Auditorium 11 AM to 1 PM, 
 Call Village Hall for more info. 798-3000
 

January 1 ..................New Year’s Day Holiday (Village Offices Closed)
 

January 19 ................Martin Luther King Day (Village Offices Closed)
 

February 6 ................Daddy-Daughter Date Night
 H-F Sports Complex, 6:30 PM / 8:30 PM
 Call Park District for more info. 957-0300
 

February 14 ..............Valentine’s Day
 

February 21 ..............Chocolate Fest
 Park District Auditorium 11 AM to 2 PM
 Call Village Hall for more info. 206-3375
 

February 18 ..............Presidents Day (Village Offices Closed)
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President’s Message

Richard A. Hofeld 

Village President

Get One
Complimentary Entree

when a second entree of equal or
greater value is purchased 

(up to $4.00 value)
With purchase of 2 Beverages and this coupon. 

Dine In Only.  Not valid with any other offer or discounts. 
Valid through 02/28/2009.�

Get One
Complimentary Entree

when a second entree of equal or
greater value is purchased 

(up to $4.00 value)
With purchase of 2 Beverages and this coupon. 

Dine In Only.  Not valid with any other offer or discounts. 
Valid through 02/28/2009.�

Get One
Complimentary Entree

when a second entree of equal or
greater value is purchased 

(up to $4.00 value)
With purchase of 2 Beverages and this coupon. 

Dine In Only.  Not valid with any other offer or discounts. 
Valid through 02/28/2009.�

Get One
Complimentary Entree

when a second entree of equal or
greater value is purchased 

(up to $4.00 value)
With purchase of 2 Beverages and this coupon. 

Dine In Only.  Not valid with any other offer or discounts. 
Valid through 02/28/2009.�

One of the goals of 

holding Village events 

in the downtown area 

is to bring more shoppers and 

diners to our downtown stores 

and restaurants. The recently 

formed Downtown Homewood 

Business Association (DHBA) 

further embraces this idea. 

Member businesses range from 

boutique shops, dentists, financial 

services, recreation and food; 

all of whom want to capitalize 

on event attendees. The DHBA 

complements the Homewood Area 

Chamber of Commerce whose 

members are spread throughout 

the area. 

Our downtown has been 

described as “quaint, cute, old-

fashioned”; a throwback to the 

town or neighborhood where most 

of us grew up. It is this charm that 

the DHBA wants to capitalize on, 

and rightfully so. There is nothing 

quite like strolling through our 

downtown, visiting the neat stores 

and stopping to eat in our various 

restaurants. The “downtown tasty 

delights” afforded by Balagio’s, 

Bogart’s, Bamboo Blue, Burrito 

Express, Blueberry Hill, Mama 

and Me Pizza, Domino’s, Aurelio’s 

Pizza, Nielson’s Bakery, Eat Rice, 

Little Tokyo, Asian Harbor, Fifth 

Quarter, Mitchell’s, Hungry Hill 

Sausage, Tom’s, Three Brothers, 

Savoia’s T’Go, Tin Ceiling Tavern, 

Starbuck’s, Caribou Coffee, and 

Ridgewood Tap satisfy most any 

taste. Hopefully, I haven’t omitted 

any! Whether it’s fine dining, 

burgers, sushi, sausage, pizza, pasta, 

omelets, pancakes, enchiladas, 

coffee lattes, pastries or ice cream; 

breakfast, lunch, dinner or late 

evening dining, our downtown area 

has it all!

In December the downtown 

businesses will feature a great 

many holiday specials. Their 

offerings have been geared to 

appeal to the entire family, from 

kids to grandparents. Do visit 

our downtown businesses, many 

will even be offering seasonal 

refreshments as a “customer 

appreciation” gesture. 

The Village will host our usual 

family New Year’s Eve celebration 

on New Year’s Eve day at the 

 continued on page 4
President’s Message
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President’s Message
 continued from page 3
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Village Auditorium. There will be 

a balloon drop at noon – twelve 

hours before midnight – so 

the entire family can celebrate 

together. I enjoy the kid-friendly 

entertainment which begins at 

11 AM. Then at the “stroke of 

noon” I love watching kids of all 

ages catching balloons, popping 

them and adding to the din with 

their noise makers. The kids can 

then say that they have had their 

New Year’s Eve party when their 

parents go out later that night. 

In February, when the 

winter doldrums have set in, our 

Chocolate Fest is the perfect way 

to realize spring is not far off. 

Always held on the third Saturday 

of February, again at the Village 

Auditorium, this event reinforces 

our belief that chocolate is indeed 

a health food. Recent news articles 

have stated there are 

medical benefi ts to 

eating dark chocolate 

and I say that those 

scientists who have 

discovered this should 

be awarded the Nobel 

Prize!

One of the nicest 

aspects of Chocolate 

Fest is the chocolate 

bake-off. This contest is 

open to amateur bakers 

who always amaze 

everyone with their creativity in the 

design of their cakes as well as their 

delectability. At our upcoming 

Chocolate Fest a great many of 

the merchants will be featured as a 

part of a new feature to this event, 

the Chocolate Stroll. It will not 

be enough to get your chocolate 

cravings fi lled at the auditorium, 

you can now continue to wander 

into the downtown businesses, see 

their latest offerings and sample 

more chocolate delights. Life is 

truly good in Homewood!

Especially during the holiday 

season, we should think of seniors 

and families that may be in 

need. The townships that serve 

Homewood do have support 

programs available.

Holiday baskets or even longer-

term aid may 

be available. If 

you know of 

someone who 

has such needs, 

please let me 

know. Stop by 

the Village Hall, 

you will fi nd 

me sitting in 

the lobby every 

Saturday from 9 PM until noon. 

I’ll do my best to see that available 

services are made known to those 

who need them. We always try 

to look out for our friends and 

neighbors; Homewood is indeed a 

very special place.

SUZIE’S HALLMARK SHOP
Featuring the Complete Hallmark Collection

Voted “Best Gift Shops” 
Chicago Southland 

1996–2007

Serving the 
Southern Suburbs 

since 1972

• A Dept. 56 Gold Key Dealer - 
Snow Village, Dicken’s Village, North Pole, New England & Christmas in the City

• Snow Babies • Precious Moments • Cherished Teddies
• Yankee Candles & Potpourri • Willow Tree Angels 
• Webkinz, Crocs Shoes and Gifts for All Occasions.

18065 Harwood Ave, Downtown Homewood, IL
phone: (708) 799-2810   fax: (708) 799-1475

Warm Wishes for a 
Great Holiday Season

from the staff at...

JOHN’S
AUTO SERVICE & REPAIR

18009 Harwood • Homewood • 708-798-7071

Research shows that brain development is at its peak from age 2 - 7.   
Don’t miss this critical window of opportunity to 
prepare your child with the skills they need! 

concentration

thinking 
& problem solving

social
& cognitive skills

teamwork

Our Imagine Tomorrow Computer Classes for Kids, ages 21/2 - 7, not 
only teaches children technology skills,  the program is enriched with 
critical learning experiences designed to build literacy and understanding. 

self-con�dence

creative self-expression

Every class combines a fun learning adventure with sophisticated 
technology concepts in a creative way that teaches your child to use 
computers as a meaningful tool.  Children work on their own computers 
using custom software designed for each lesson that adjusts to your 
child’s ability levels. 

Building a better future starts with preparing today’s
young children with the skills they will need to be successful in 

school and later in life. 

Call now to reserve and gurantee placement 
Shooting Stars Computer Learning Center
Homewood (708)249-4008

literacy skills

term aid may 

be available. If 

you know of 

someone who 

has such needs, 

please let me 

know. Stop by 

the Village Hall, 

you will fi nd 

me sitting in 

the lobby every 

eating dark chocolate 

discovered this should 

be awarded the Nobel 

bake-off. This contest is 

open to amateur bakers 
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CoMMunity news

Beginning in November, area 
residents will be able to take 
advantage of the Homewood-
Flossmoor Park District’s new real-
time registration system – WebTrac 
– at its website, hfparks.com. New 
features of the system include 
expanded search capabilities, 
current program enrollment 
status and instant payment for 
programs with a credit card. As 

you register, you will receive an 
immediate confirmation as soon as 
the payment process is completed. 
If a class is full, you will be able 
to directly place your name on a 
waiting list. This service will be 
available 24 hours per day, seven 
days per week!

Anyone can browse the program 
options at the website, but in order 
to register online for programs, you 

will need an assigned Family ID 
and password. You can download 
a WebTrac Registration Form, or 
pick one up at any park-district 
facility. All residents of Homewood 
and Flossmoor will be asked to 
verify residency when the form is 
returned, allowing them to receive 
the discounted resident rates for 
all programs and events. Proof of 
residency must be shown through 

a current utility bill (water, gas or 
electric) and the top half of your 
2007 1040 tax return, which would 
list any dependents. Residency 
re-verification will be requested 
also for those residents who are 
registering for classes via traditional 
means (in person, mailed in, or via 
fax or phone).

For more information, please 
call 957-0300 or visit hfparks.com.

H-F Park District News

New Year’s Eve Day Celebration
Wednesday, December 31
11 AM to 1 PM
H-F Park District Auditorium

The world may tune in to Time 
Square (NYC) at midnight but 
the Village of Homewood holds 
its own countdown and balloon 
drop – at the stroke of noon 
– on December 31st. The event is 
planned so that the entire family 
can bid farewell to the departing 
year, and usher in the new together 
– with horns, hats, and balloons. 
Festivities start promptly at 11 

AM with live entertainment by 
Andy Head’s knock-out show of 
juggling, comedy, and audience 
participation. Andy Head is a 
two-time international juggling 
champion and has appeared on 
“The Late Show with David 
Letterman.” At the stroke of noon 
an enormous cluster of balloons will 
descend from the ceiling to officially 
start the celebration of the New 
Year! Healthy treats will be served. 
The event is free to everyone and 
is sponsored by the Community 
Relations Commission. 

Chocolate Fest ‘08 and the  
Annual Bake-Off Contest
Saturday, February 21, 2009
11 AM to 2 PM
H-F Park District Auditorium

Join the Community Relations 
Commission as they celebrate 
the “food of the gods”, sampling 
scrumptious chocolate creations 
from renowned chocolatiers. 
Chocolate vendors will offer their 
latest and most decadent chocolate 
recipes. The Commission will host 
its annual bake-off contest where 
amateur chefs will compete for 

the best chocolate recipe. Bake-off 
applications will be available at 
Village Hall or online in January. 
A chocolate stroll will be hosted 
by the Downtown Homewood 
Business Association. Merchants 
will host open houses featuring 
chocolate delights for all who 
stop by. Come out and enjoy 
live music, demonstrations from 
professional dessert chefs, and 
delicious activities for the entire 
family. Visit the Village website for 
information on all of the events: 
homesweethomewood.com.

Upcoming Community Events

106 N. Main, Glenwood, IL 
5 miles west of Illinois/Indiana border 

on Glenwood Lansing Rd.

(708) 758-4400
www.glenwoodoaks.com

• CHRISTMAS PARTIES • WEDDINGS 

• ANNIVERSARIES • SHOWERS • BIRTHDAYS 

• AWARD DINNERS • BUSINESS LUNCHEONS 

• TRAINING SEMINARS • AND MORE

BANQUETS & CATERING 

Private Dining Rooms 
to Accommodate 20 to 250 Guests

Catering Packages Available 
to Your Home or Offi ce

CALL FOR MENUS & PRICING
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EDWARD & PEGGY BOIVIN 
(Ed: 1927-2000; Peggy 1931- )
Ed: Trustee; Deacon; Rotarian; 
   Veteran; Volunteer
Peggy: Trustee; Legislative Aide; 
   Volunteer; Rotarian; Advocate

Team efforts by Ed and Peggy 
Boivin, whose sense of community 
was defined as anyone in need, 
extended far beyond Village 
boundaries. Their kindness and 
selflessness have touched countless 
individuals and organizations 
throughout the Chicago 
metropolitan region.

WALTER J. GLEASON  
(1878-1951)
Policeman; Chief; Firefighter; 
   Water Supt.; Health Ofr.

Educated in a two-room 
schoolhouse, Walter Gleason is 
cited as the Villager who had many 
“firsts” associated with his name. 
As first full-time police officer, first 
police chief, first health officer, first 
water superintendent, and first fire 
department treasurer, he was the 
Village’s only full-time employee 
for many years in the early 20th 
Century. 

 
MANNY & JUDY HOFFMAN 
(BOTH 1937-  )
Manny: President; Legislator; 
   Veteran; Fundraiser; Leader
Judy: Bus. Mgr.; Fundraiser; 
   Volunteer; Advocate; Networker

As a team whose legacy includes 
civic service, philanthropy, and a 

hands-on determination to make 
their community a better place, 
Manny & Judy Hoffman exemplify 
dedication and persistence. Linked 
in business, volunteerism, faith, and 
family, their efforts and influence 
have reached from Home Sweet 
Homewood, throughout the south 
suburbs, and beyond. 

NORMAN KRANZ (1930 - )
Postmaster; Veteran; Firefighter; 
   Fire Inspector; Volunteer

Leaving Homewood only to serve 
his country during the Korean War, 
Norman Kranz has been a resident 
for his entire life. Although his 
vocation was with the Postal Service, 
his avocation as a volunteer firefighter 
and his contributions to many clubs 

and organizations have defined a 
lifetime of service to the community.

MELVIN K. MEYER  
(1919-1998)
Veteran; Chief; Historian; 
   Radioman; Credit Union

Descended from two Homewood 
area pioneer families, Mel Meyer, 
great-grandson of Samuel Riegel, 
lived in a homestead just north of 
Holbrook Road, now the site of 
Meyer Court, from 1956 until his 
death. Only Air Force service in 
World War II drew him far from the 
village he loved and served with the 
facade of a tough Police Chief, yet 
known to many for his compassion 
and willingness to help those in 
trouble or need.

2008 Homewood Hall of Fame Inductees

2156 W. 183rd St. • Homewood, IL • (708) 957-7700
www.kirschnervisiongroup.com

Correct your vision while you sleep with 
safe, non-surgical Paragon CRT® therapeutic 
contact lenses, and enjoy great vision 
24 hours a day, without the hassles of 
glasses and daytime contacts. 
Contact us for more information.

V I S I O N  G R O U P

No Daytime Contacts... 
No Glasses... No Surgery...

Just Great Vision!

Gloria Sublette receives award for Walter Geason Village President Richard Hofeld and Heritage 
Committee Chair Elaine Egdorf

Elaine Egdorf, Judy and Manny Hoffman Heritage Committee: (left bottom) Cathy Kloss, 
Joan Brazzale, Elaine Egdorf, Village Clerk Gayle 
Campbell; (left top) Martin Monohan, Karen 
Schillings, and Village Staff Rachael Jones
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18162 Harwood Avenue, Homewood, IL 
(708) 798-8050

www.aureliospizza.com

QUALITY
QUANTITY

VALUE
Since 1959

Tell ‘em Joe sent me

Founded in 1959 by Joe Aurelio, Aurelio’s has 

been the meeting place for all occasions for 

five generations. Joe Aurelio’s strong belief in 

commitment to community led the village of 

Homewood to place honorary street signs in his 

name along Harwood Avenue. Today, Aurelio’s 

continues its commitment to community in all 

of its 40 locations in a six state area. 

AURELIO’S
THE FAMILY PIZZERIA

Nothing says 
Homewood 
more than 
Aurelio’s Pizza.

The Heritage Committee will 
celebrate the 200th anniversary 
of Abraham Lincoln in 2009.  
Lincoln was the 16th President 
of the United States. He served 
from March 4, 1861 to April 16, 
1865. Prior to his Presidency, 
Lincoln was a member of the 
U.S. House of Representatives 
from Illinois’ 7th district. 

Stay tune for commemorative 
events by the Heritage 
Committee and Historical 
Society on topics such as 
Lincoln’s presidency and the 
Civil War, Emancipation 
Proclamation, Gettysburg 
Address, and the Lincoln-
Douglas debates of 1858.  

Heritage Committee
200th Anniversary of Abraham Lincoln

New Year’s Eve Day Celebration

Live entertainment by Andy Head’s 
knock-out show of juggling, comedy, 

and audience participation.  
Call 798-3000 for details.

Wednesday, December 31
11 AM to 1 PM
H-F Park District  

Auditorium
2010 Chestnut Road

Sponsored by your Community Relations Commission
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PoliCe and Fire news
Firefighter Medal of Valor Awards

When clearing your own 
sidewalks or driveways, it is illegal 
to deposit the snow on a public 
place such as a street or sidewalk. 
It is usually best to wait to clear 
your driveway until after Village 
snowplows have cleared the street 
so you don’t have to clear your 
driveway entrance multiple times. 

1056 Sterling Avenue, Flossmoor, IL 60422
ColdwellBankerOnline.com

Owned And Operated By NRT Incorporated

PAULA 
MATTHEWS

REALTOR®

(708) 256-1218
paula.matthews@cbexchange.com

Homewood Resident 
for 36 Years

Licensed in 
Illinois & Indiana

I WILL WORK HARD 
FOR YOU

CHARLES A. AMENTA III, M.D.
SHERI LARKS, MA CCC-A, FAAA, ABA

18161 Morris Ave., #105 • Homewood, IL 60430

(708) 799-5520

• Located in Downtown Homewood 
across from Aurelio’s Pizza

• Physician on Premises

• Latest Technology Available
• Hearing Aid Supplies and Repairs
• Complete Hearing Testing

More people die from home fires 
than any other kind. In 2007, there 
were 399,000 reported home fires in 
the United States, resulting in 2,865 
deaths, 13,600 injuries and $7.4 
billion in direct property damage. 
Hopefully your family has prepared 
and practiced a Home Fire Escape 
Plan, so you know what to do during 
a fire.

One important part of such a 
plan is locating and learning to use 
emergency ways out and alternative 
routes to safety. The Fire Department 
suggests that you practice using 
emergency exits to make sure they 
are usable. It’s too late to discover 

your window is stuck shut and won’t 
open when a fire has occurred. 

In most homes and apartments, 
emergency exits are usually windows 
or stairways. Make sure windows can 
be opened and screens and storm 
windows can be removed from 
the inside. Make sure children can 
operate locks and know how to get 
out quickly, not to wait for you. If 
they can not get out, they should 
know to wait at the window for 
help, where firefighters can see them. 
Make sure everybody learns to stay 
low and crawl to the nearest exit. 

If bedrooms are on the second 
floor, provide folding ladders – most 

fatal home fires begin at night 
while we are asleep. Metal ladders 
made for escape can be purchased 
at most hardware stores and are a 
good investment. Practice using 
your metal fire escape ladders during 
home fire drills. Jumping from 
second story windows can cause 
serious injuries. 

If you live in an apartment or 
condominium and your enclosed 
stairways are your emergency exits, 
practice finding these in the dark. 
First, count the number of doors 
from your room to the stairway. You 
probably won’t be able to see the exit 
sign above the door through smoke. 

Once in the stairway, go down to 
the outside. Remember, do not prop 
the exit stairway doors open. Once 
smoke enters the stairway your 
escape route is not safe. 

Your family may have several 
alternative routes to take in case 
of fire. Make sure you practice all 
of them as much as possible. Fast 
actions are needed in a fire and 
trained responses help those happen. 

If your family does not have 
a home escape plan, contact the 
Fire Department at 206-3400 or 
firedept@homesweethomewood.com 
for information and assistance in 
developing a plan for your home.

Test Your Fire Emergency Exits

Snow Removal

It is mandatory that citizens 
remove their cars from the street for 
safe plowing when snowfall exceeds 
two (2) inches. The Department 
of Public Works continues to plow 
streets even after the snow has 
stopped. Repeated plowing ensures 
adequate removal of snow and 
proper salting. Do not return your 
vehicles to the roadway until plow 
trucks have ceased repeated plowing 
and salting. Violators are subject to 
ticketing and towing.

Snow/Tow 
Ordinance: Four of Homewood’s finest 

were honored in May by the Office 
of the State Fire Marshal for their 
actions at a fire last year, which 
resulted in the rescue of one of 
our own. Firefighter Paramedic 
John Elashik, Part-time Firefighter 
Emergency Medical Technician 
Matt Cervak and former Part-
Time Firefighter Mike Turner 
were awarded the Medal of Valor, 
and Firefighter Paramedic Matt 
Moran was awarded a Certificate 
of Recognition. The presentations 
were made in Springfield, at 
the 15th Annual Illinois Fallen 
Firefighter Memorial and 
Firefighter Medal of Honor Awards 
Ceremony.

In April 2007, the Homewood 
Fire Department responded to a 
MABAS Box Alarm request by the 
Flossmoor Fire Department, for 
a house fire on Dixie Hwy. The 
Homewood engine company was 
assigned to interior fire attack, 

and Elashik, Cervak, Turner and 
Acting Shift Officer Tom Gaskin 
made entry into the structure, 
which was under construction, 
while Matt remained outside and 
operated the engine. During the 
course of firefighting operations 
inside the house, the company was 
advancing through heavy smoke 
along a second-floor balcony/
walkway, when Tom fell from 
the walkway, onto the first floor, 
narrowly missing an opening in 
the floor. Elashik, Cervak and 
Turner immediately went to 
Gaskin’s rescue and removed him 
from the building, with Moran 
assisting at the front door. Tom 
was transported to the hospital, 

where his injuries were treated, and 
he has subsequently returned to 
work. For their actions in rescuing 
Tom, these four were recognized 
by their Illinois fire service peers. 
Congratulations to John, Matt, 
Mike and Matt!

Keep the Wreath Red
This holiday season, be sure 

to practice fire safety. The holiday 
wreath on the front of the fire 
station will contain red bulbs 
throughout the season, unless a 
holiday decoration-related fire 
occurs in Homewood. For each 
such incident, a white bulb will be 
added. Let’s Keep the Wreath Red! 

Matt Cervak John Elashik Tom Gaskin Matt MoranMike Turner
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Departments of Police & Fire
17950 Dixie Highway

Police Non-Emergency - 206-3420
Fire Non-Emergency - 206-3400

9h o m e w o o d  v i l l a g e  k e y

The holiday season should be a 
joyous time for everyone; however, 
there are individuals who use this 
time of year to victimize others. 
The following are some safety tips 
to keep you safe while you are 
shopping and enjoying the holidays 
in your homes.

• Do not display your money or 
cash for long periods of time when 
shopping.

• Locate your car keys before 
you start walking to your car. If you 
wait to do this while walking to 
the car this brief distraction gives 
thieves enough of an opportunity to 

steal from you.
• Never store your packages 

in the passenger compartment 
of your car – use the trunk. If 
you have a van or SUV use the 
rear compartment and cover the 
packages with other items in the car.

• If you plan on doing more 
shopping after putting packages in 
your car, move the car to another 
location just in case someone is 
watching you.

• Never let your purse or wallet 
out of your grasp. Purses should be 
carried, zipped closed, in front of 
you and wallets should be carried 

in a front pocket. These two simple 
tips will deter most purse snatchers 
and pick-pockets.

• If you are shopping on the 
internet never give any identifying 
information, including credit card 
numbers, to anyone unless you are 
sure you know who you are dealing 
with. The best way to know this is 
for you to make the initial contact 
with the seller of any merchandise. 
Beware of unsolicited offers to sell 
you anything.

• Try not to establish a set time 
when your Christmas decorations 
turn on and off. This establishes 

a pattern that burglars will notice 
when they are looking for a target. 
At the very least, change the settings 
on timers daily – even if it is only 
for fifteen minutes.

• Do not leave presents visible 
from windows. This gives burglars 
an easy opportunity to see what is 
available to them inside a home.

We hope these few tips help 
keep you and your family safe over 
the holiday season. If you have any 
questions do not hesitate to call 
the Homewood Police Department 
206-3420.

*(All products must be 100% wood and contaminant free, no railroad ties.)
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Let me help you if buying or selling. 
For professionalism, 

dedication and commitment, 
   you need but one realtor.

Joanne 
Bartelsen
Your Neighborhood 

Realtor
Licensed in Illinois & Indiana

South Suburban 
708-922-1143

Happy Holidays from

Denise McGrath
On September 23, Denise 

McGrath was promoted to the 
rank of sergeant. Sergeant McGrath 
began her 
career in law 
enforcement 
as a dispatcher 
with the 
Homewood 
Police 
Department 
in 1990 and went on to become 
a police officer with the South 
Holland Police Department. In 
1995 she returned to Homewood 
as a full time police officer. Sergeant 
McGrath has been a member of the 

criminal investigations unit, a field 
training officer, a hostage negotiator 
and an accident investigator. She 
was instrumental in the formation 
of the Suburban Major Accident 
Reconstruction Team, a multi-
jurisdictional unit that responds 
to major accidents in the south 
suburbs. Sergeant McGrath is 
also the coordinator of the Law 
Enforcement Torch Run for Special 
Olympics for the Homewood Police 
Department. Sergeant McGrath 
has received many commendations 
during her career including the 
Cook County Sheriff ’s Law 
Enforcement Award of Merit in 
1999 and 2002.

William Alcott
On September 23, William 

Alcott was promoted to the rank of 
Sergeant. Sergeant Alcott has been 
a Homewood 
Police Officer 
since 1998. He 
was previously 
employed with 
the Village of 
Lynwood where 
he had seven 
years experience and also achieved 
the rank of sergeant. Sergeant Alcott 
has been a member of the criminal 
investigations unit, supervisor of 
the Network 3 Tactical Unit and 
a member of the South Suburban 

Major Crimes Task Force where he 
was appointed to the position of 
Team Leader. Sergeant Alcott has 
received numerous awards including 
the Cook County Sheriff ’s Law 
Enforcement Award of Merit in 
1999, the Illinois Association of 
Chiefs of Police Meritorious Service 
Award in 2006 and the South 
Suburban Association of Chiefs of 
Police Meritorious Service Award 
in 2005. Sergeant Alcott received 
the Illinois Association of Chiefs 
of Police Most Outstanding Police 
Officer of the Year award for 2007 
in recognition of his role in solving 
a 30 year old homicide.

Detective Douglas Roberts Retires
After more than 32 years of 

distinguished service, Detective 
Doug Roberts retired from the 
Homewood Police Department. 
Detective Roberts joined the 
Police Department on February 2, 

1976 after receiving a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Law Enforcement 
from Western Illinois University. 
Detective Roberts spent 22 years 
of his career in the criminal 
investigations unit. Detective 

Roberts was also a member of the 
South Suburban Major Crimes Task 
Force where he used his expertise 
to assist other agencies in homicide 
investigations. Detective Roberts 
was honored as Police Officer of 

the Year in 1986 and 1989 and 
received the Cook County Sheriff ’s 
Department Award of Merit in 
2005. We wish Doug the best in his 
retirement.

Police Department Promotions

Holiday Safety Tips with Officer Curt Wiest

Sign up for the  
e-Newswire  

Community to stay 
informed about 

Homewood!

homesweethomewood.com

Receive the electronic newsletter 
that breaks bi-weekly.
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The evening of Friday, December 5, 2008
6:00 PM to 9:30 PM • Downtown Homewood, IL

Irwin Park (Ridge and Gottschalk)
Independence Park (Hickory and Dixie Highway)

Holiday Lights  
in Homewood

On the evening of Friday, December 5, come out for a winter 
wonderland of fun in Homewood’s charming downtown. This year 
promises to be a wonderful event creating a lifetime of memories for you 
and your family. 

From 6:00 PM to 9:30 PM, musical trolleys will take 
you to merchant open houses for special promotions 
and unique gift ideas you won’t find in any mall; 
each merchant will host raffles and feature holiday 
refreshments, games and activities, and live entertainment.  
Trolley stops will be at designated spots throughout the 

downtown, and at all public parking lots, including St. Joseph’s Church 
parking lot, Irwin Park and Independence Park. Trolley rides are free, 
courtesy of the participating merchants. 

Visit Irwin Park at 6:00 PM for hot cocoa, caroling and 
a bonfire, followed by the annual tree lighting ceremony, 
Radiance on Ridge, sponsored by the Homewood-
Flossmoor Park District. 

At 7:30 PM, Santa will walk with families to 
Independence Park located at Hickory Road and Dixie 
Highway for ice sculpting demonstrations, warm holiday 
food, music, a bonfire, and an opportunity to sit and take 
pictures with Santa. 

As part of the holiday experience, Sunny Crest Nursery 
will host live tree and garland sales at the corner of Dixie 
Highway and Hickory Road in Independence Park; 
designated parking will be available on Hickory Avenue for 
those who have purchased trees. 

For details on trolley stops, event times and details,  
go to homesweethomewood.com, or call 708-798-3000.

Throughout Friday evening, hop on a trolley and hop off at each 
merchant open house. Promotions, unique gift ideas, complimentary 
services, raffles, and entertainment at each location. Many merchants  
will hold special hours and discounts on Saturday and Sunday too.  
Call merchants directly for details.

Merchant Open Houses

Open House Location

Tree Lighting Location

Santa Location

Ice Sculpting Location

Holiday Tree and 
Garland Sales Location

Bonfire

Trolley Stop

Legend

1  George Boggs, CFP and  
Fran Schrader, CFP 
2001 Ridge Road 
708-798-1508

 
2  Art 4 Soul 

18135 Harwood Avenue 
708-206-1026

Full of unique and beautiful gift giving 
needs, so don’t forget your list! Receive 
20% off your purchases and our free 
signature packaging! Bring the kids for a 
special ornament class; for just $5, paint 
a ceramic ornament (free detailing of 
names and dates), or string beads onto 
a pre-made ornament.
 
3  Artistix Salon 

2051 Ridge Road 
708-647-9636

Learn how to glam up for your next 
holiday party. Stylists will provide 
complimentary hair styling lessons, 
and professional makeup artists will 
be demonstrating great holiday looks 
featuring Jane Iredale Mineral makeup. 
Come in for delicious appetizers 
and holiday menu ideas courtesy of 
Dunnings Market. 
 
4  Bella Vita Home Accents 

18111 Dixie Highway 
708-798-2355

Step in for an “absolutely fabulous” 
Christmas experience – spectacularly 
decorated trees, 20 % off Christmas 
merchandise, and one-of-a-kind gift 
and party ideas. We will serve tasty 
hors d’oeuvres, wine, and cider and 
cookies for the kids. Enter our raffle for 
a chance to win a beautiful gift basket. 
 
5  Climb On Rock Climbing Gym 

18120 Harwood Avenue 
708-798-9994

Mountains in Homewood? Yes! To 
celebrate the holidays and our 10th 
anniversary, we are offering one free 
climb and hot cocoa on this special 
evening. All ages welcome. We host 
birthday parties, scout merit badges, 
college clubs, and family night classes. 
Visit us at www.Climbon.net.
 
6  Creative Seeds 

1948 Ridge Road 
708-799-1150

Pre-made and custom-made gift 
baskets in unique containers for all 
occasions. Stop in for holiday music 
and many yummy treats. We will 
feature many specials throughout the 
store, raffles, and 10% off custom-
made baskets and 15% off pre-made 
baskets. Every gift tells a story, let us 
help tell yours.

7  Eighners Florist 
17928 Dixie Highway 
708-798-0533

Learn how to make simple yet elegant 
arrangements for your upcoming 
holiday parties. 25% off Christmas 
fresh cut flowers and plants, and 50% 
off Christmas silks. Light refreshments 
will be served. 
 
8  Girlfriends 

18046 Martin Avenue 
708-799-7711

Doors will be open for light 
refreshments and 20% off everything.
Girlfriends is a consignment shop for 
women, children, and teens.
 
9  Harvest Home & Garden 

18107 Dixie Highway 
708-799-7996

We’ve hand selected treasures for the 
Christmas season! Trim your home 
with Old World Christmas glass 
ornaments, Tree in a Can candles, 
and childrens books and games. 
Treat yourself to an assortment of 
Pashmina scarves and Swarovski crystal 
earrings. Enjoy 20% off all Christmas 
merchandise for your gift giving!
 
10  Homewood Area Chamber  

of Commerce 
2023 Ridge Road, 2nd Floor 
708-206-3384 
www.homewoodareachamber.com 

Wishing you a happy holiday!
 
11  Homewood Florist 

18064 Martin Avenue 
708-798-0326

Come share the magic of the season 
with us! Check out our extensive 
line of holiday giftware and enjoy 
a refreshment while browsing for 
that one-of-a-kind gift. Whether an 
ornament or a silk centerpiece, at 20% 
off it’s sure to put you in the spirit of 
giving.
 
12  Hungry Hill Sausage Company  

18217 Dixie Highway 
888-241-HILL

Stop by and warm up with a taste of 
our homemade Italian sausage bread 
and 10% off all in-store items. Let this 
small Italian delicatessen handle your 
upcoming holiday needs: three-foot 
party subs, meat and cheese party 
trays, holiday gift baskets, and gift 
certificates. 
 
13  Nathalie Interiors & Gallery 

2009 Ridge Road 
708-647-1177

View new Vera Bradley patterns and 
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Merchant Open Houses

Cherry Creek Shopping District

Halsted Street Shopping District

183rd STREET

182nd STREET
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rolling luggage, 30% off Edna Hibel litho 
collection; shop specials from exclusive 
designers, including Pandora and She 
Beads (bracelets, necklaces, and earrings), 
Thyme’s Lotion, Crislu Jewelry, and 
Possible Dreams. Through Sunday, we 
will offer specials on home accents, 
accessories, and Christmas décor. 
 
14  Nielsen’s Bakery 

2053 Ridge Road  
708-957-8899

Come in and visit our store and enjoy 
our holiday decorations and wonderful 
variety of bakery products. All children 
under 12 can decorate their own 
holiday cookie, compliments of Santa 
and Nielsen’s Bakery. Parents can sip on 
eggnog and browse Nielsen’s wonderful 
products while the children work on 
their cookie.
 
15  Sage Skin 

2051 Ridge Road  
(inside Artistix Salon) 
815-592-3977 

Beautiful skin for the holiday season 
starts with a complimentary skin analysis 
with owner Cindy Watson. Visitors will 

receive GlyMed Plus skincare product 
samples and a complimentary hand 
massage and paraffin treatment with 
Gina. Delicious appetizers will be 
provided courtesy of Dunnings Market. 
 
16  Salon J 

18129 Dixie Highway 
708-799-7286

Get ready for your holiday parties: $5 
polish change, $5 paraffin hand dip, 
$5 eyebrow waxing, and a seat in our 
stress relief massage chair ($1/minute). 
Discount coupons and gift certificates. 
Enter our raffle to win a makeover 
(including hair and makeup). Holiday 
wine tasting too. 
 
17  Spahhs 

2023 Ridge Road 
708-206-9996

Join the Spahhs staff for the holiday 
season. Hop off the trolley for drinks and 
munchies. Browse our expanding retail, 
new cosmetic lines, and purchase a gift 
card. Bring in this issue to receive $5 off 
any purchase (retail or service) of $45 or 
more. Offer expires 12/31/08. 

18  South Suburban Family Shelter 
18138-39 Harwood Avenue 
708-794-2140 ext. 303

South Suburban Family Shelter is hosting 
a Holiday Gift Boutique, which will 
feature a variety of quality crafts, art, 
and other unique and specialized items 
perfect for gift-giving. Proceeds from 
the sale will benefit the programs and 
services provided free-of-charge to 
victims of domestic violence and their 
families. 
 
19  Super Loot 

2025 Ridge Road 
708-957-7714

Shop locally for every gal on your 
list; we carry the latest trends at very 
reasonable prices – many gifts under 
$10. Accessories, scarves, hats, gloves, key 
chains, and perfume – all beautifully gift 
wrapped for you at no charge. Stop  
in for holiday gift shopping without  
the stress.
 
20  Suzie’s Hallmark Shop 

18065 Harwood Avenue 
708-799-2810

Hop off the trolley for hot spiced cider, 

cheese and crackers, and a free gift for 
kids 12 and under. Stop by and register 
to win a Webkinz. On both Friday and 
Saturday, shoppers will receive 10% off 
any purchase of $35 or more. 
 
21  The Village Door 

2019 Ridge Road 
708-798-8665

Step in for holiday punch and cookies 
and 10% off everything for the entire 
weekend. Enjoy a truly unique shopping 
experience, browsing our gently used 
and new treasures. Items are carefully 
selected from generous businesses 
and individuals through donations, 
consignments, and estate closings.  
Sales benefit the free programs of The 
Cancer Support Center in Homewood 
and Mokena. 

Event sponsored by the Village of 
Homewood, H-F Park District, Economic 
Development Committee, Downtown 
Homewood Business Association and 
Homewood Area Chamber



h o m e w o o d  v i l l a g e  k e yh o m e w o o d  v i l l a g e  k e y12

Department of Finance & Manager’s Office
2020 Chestnut Road

798-3000Finance & Manager’s Office News

The Village operates several 
communication services to keep 
those who live and work in 
Homewood informed. Make sure 
you access these sources often to 
stay connected with the happenings 
around town.

 
Village Key:  The full color 
publication breaks quarterly: spring, 
summer, fall, and winter. Each 
issue contains information about 
the Villages projects, programs, 
and services; and information 
about community events sponsored 
by the Village, park district, 
school districts, and civic and 
not-for-profi t organizations. If 
you have suggestions on articles 
for future issues, please contact 
Rachael Jones, community 
information coordinator, for 
the Managers Offi ce: rcjones@
homesweethomewood.com.

 
e-newswire Community:  
Residents can join the e-Newswire 
community for a bi-weekly 
newsletter. The e-Newswire 
features new business openings, 

community events sponsored 
by not-for-profi t organizations 
operating within Homewood, and 
organizations hosting events and/or 
programs that benefi t the overall 
community. Changes to Village 
services and major projects are 
also communicated and important 
alerts on emergencies and criminal 
activity. Check the Village website 
for archive issues and sign up today. 

 
The electronic neighborhood 
Watch:  The Police Department 
issues an electronic alert to all 
e-Newswire subscribers. The 
alert provides information for the 
dissemination of criminal activity 
information (i.e. a series of crimes 
in a neighborhood).

• Requests for assistance in 
solving crimes (i.e. leads, additional 
follow-up information).

• The solicitation of information 
on unreported crimes.

• Criminal activity in the area 
which might not have been reported 
previously.

• The quelling of unsubstantiated 
information or rumors regarding 

criminal activity.
• Crime prevention tips for 

citizens.
• Information on special events 

involving the Police Department 
(Neighborhood Watch Meetings, 
National Night Out, Open House, 
etc.).

 
Homesweethomewood.com:  The 
offi cial Village website provides in-
depth information on the functions 
of each department and the services 
residents and business owners can 
expect to receive. Many forms and 
applications can be downloaded 
to expedite permit processes, etc. 
The website provides the most 
up-to-date information available 
on Village programs, events, and 
projects. Add this site to your 
favorites. A new website is currently 
under construction. Stay tuned for 
its launch.
 
HCTV:  The Village operates 
its own cable channel, HCTV. 
The channel is broadcast 
through Comcast (Channel 4), 
and AT&T (Channel 99). The 

channel provides bulletin slides 
of community information and a 
variety of programming to include 
Village Board Meetings, Heres 
Homewood, special events, and 
more. The Cable Commission 
encourages Homewood residents 
and civic organizations to submit 
cable television programs and ideas.  
Program request forms may be 
found at Village Hall.

Our events represent the close-
knit way of life in Homewood 
and the reason why families 
establish heritage, build life-long 
relationships with neighbors, and 
stay from generation to generation. 
Whether the event is Dog Days of 

Summer, an event for pet-friendly 
families held in August, or Fall 
Fest, a celebration of autumn with 
family-centered activities, live 
entertainment, and fabulous food, 
residents come to events for a good 
time in their own home town.

Vehicle sticker applications are 
not forwarded by the post offi ce. 
For those residents who have given 
the post offi ce a temporary address 
during the winter/spring months 

or have moved to Homewood 
during the past year, please contact 
Sandy at 206-3368 for forwarding 
instructions.

Vehicle stickers

stay Connected…

Community Relations Commission
Favored Events Revisited

The Village Door
2019 Ridge Road

Collective seeds
1948 Ridge Road

We welcome the following businesses which have
recently opened or relocated in Homewood:

Please join us in welcoming these new businesses 
to Homewood. Stop in and say hello, and don’t forget 

to Shop Homewood. 

 H O M E  S W E E T
      sHop

H O M E W O O D

Residents who “fl y south” 
during the cold season should 
contact the water-billing 
clerk for two reasons: 1) so 
the Village can expect low 
usage in their water, avoiding 
an estimated bill, and 2) 
they can request their next 
bill be forwarded to their 
winter address. For more 
information contact Debbie 
Gaston at 206-3365.

Attention 
snowbirds

Community Relations Commission
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SAVE $35SAVE $5
On One

Week
of Meals

On Five
Weeks

of Meals

Discount off regular prices.
Not good with any other offer. 

1 Coupon Per Customer.
Expires 1/31/09. *Prepayment required.

Discount off regular prices.
Not good with any other offer. 

1 Coupon Per Customer.
Expires 1/31/09.

CONTACT YOUR NEAREST LOCATION:

Losing weight on 
your own can be 

difficult...we make
it EASY!

HOMEWOOD: 708-922-3520
LANSING: 708-474-8309

or 1-800-442-DIET    www.seattlesutton.com

3Complete Meals Daily

It’s Just So Easy!
“LIST or

 SELL 
I Do It Well!”

YOUR H/F AWARD
WINNING REALTOR!

John M. Beele

1056 Sterling Avenue • Flossmoor

957-0600 • VM 922-4107

Faith Wonderland 
Preschool

18645 Dixie Highway
Homewood, IL 60430

708/799-5438
www.wonderlandpreschool.org

• Mondays and extended days available
• Call to check out our new options

3 Year Olds 
Tues. - Thurs. 

9 am - 11:30 am

4-5 Year Olds
Tues. - Fri. 

9 am - 11:30 am
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Chairperson 
Jack Hrymak 

Vice-Chairperson  
Nancy McCallum

Village Staff Liaison, 
Assistant Director of Public 

Works, Joe Jakubowski

Program Coordinator
Lisa Syren

Members
Lisa DeVries

Kim Hamilton
Carol Healy

Ann McLaughlin
Vicki Seaton

Barbara Sterning
Pam Van Niel
Cindy Graves
Marnel Scott

2 0 0 8 
B E A U T I F I C A T I O N 
AWA R D S
The Beautification Committee is proud to 
be involved in the beautification awards 
program, which rewards diligence, personal 
commitment, and community involvement. 
Founded in 1989, the annual awards program 
recognizes outstanding property maintenance 
by homeowners and businesses, as well as the 
volunteers who maintain adopted planters 
throughout Homewood.

B U S I N E S S  B E A U T I F I C A T I O N  AWA R D S
ACPSA
Allstate Insurance
American Surgeons group
Asian Harbor
Aurelio’s Pizza
Balagio Ristorante
Bamboo Blue
Bella Vita
Bright Start
Briones, Harvey & Trevino
     Attorneys at Law
Canadian National Railroad
Cilantro
Comcast
David D. Mayer DDS
   Family Dentistry

Dr. Ralph Kruse
Dunnings Market
Faith Lutheran Church
Fifth Quarter 
First Presbyterian Church
Golden Buddha
Homewood Disposal
Homewood Florist
Homewood Glass & Mirror
Insight Awareness Center
Just Between Trends
Kingston Cleaners
Larcher Chiropractic
Lassen’s Tap
Master Televison
Mitchell’s Soda Shop

Panera, LLC
Rookies 
Ryan Funeral Home
Shooting Stars
Spahhs
St. Joseph’s Parish
St. Paul Community Church
Starbucks
Streamline Survey, Inc.
Super Loot
Tews Funeral Home
Tin Ceiling Tavern
Videka Dental
Village Door

• Windows
• Entry Doors
• Patio Doors
• Siding
• Soffits
• Gutters
• Fascia
• Skylights

EXPERIENCE THE M&M DIFFERENCE

A Division of M&M Roofing, INC.

   Celebrating over 30 years of excellence

Crete   708-756-7800         Mokena   708-478-1076     

MARILYN 
VASILOPULOS
Realtor
Keller Williams 
Preferred Realty

708-249-3425

18300 Dixie Hwy.
Homewood, IL 60430

Wishing you 
Happy 

Holidays!

Businesses

For more information contact 
Pam Stasil at 708.891.0744

Your advertisements in the 
Village Key not only support 
Homewood’s newsletter, but 
reach directly into over 9,000 
homes and businesses to help 
sell your merchandise, products 
and services. 

It’s good business to place an  
ad in the Homewood Village Key.

The Kreucher Family
1325 Willow Rd. 

The Dekker Family
1506 Olive Rd. 

The Marks Family
1217 Birch Rd. 

The Kebschull Family
1241 Ridge Rd. 

The Neubauer Family
1357 Willow Rd. 

The O’Connor Family
1546 Burr Oak Rd. 

The Bergstrom Family
1723 Evergreen Rd. 

The Family at 
1931 Terrace

The Middleton Family
2143 Maple Rd.  

The Blumstein Family 
2445 Ravisloe Ln. 

The Boehm Family
1721 Cedar Rd. 

The Rietveld Family
1735 Cedar Rd. 

The Ladalski Family
2121 Pine Rd. 

The Giuliani &  Kiedrow Family 
2258 Spruce Rd. 

The Banach Family
3221 Mallard Dr. 

The LeSchuck Family
17562 Dixmor Dr. 

C O M M I T T E E
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Corrine Coventry

Edward Douglas Salon

Fred & Mary Koeppen

Gigi Banks

Homewood Police 
   Association

Homewood Professional 
   Firefighters

Keller Williams 
   Preferred Realty

Kim Hamilton

Mr. Welsh

Ruth Thomas

Team Clover/4-H Club

The Lofgren Family

Tom & Mary Ellen Brabec

U of I Master Gardeners

A D O P T- A - P L A N T E R  V O L U N T E E R S … T H A N K  Y O U

Illinois Residential Mortgage License MB.302 Equal Housing Lender 19831 Governors Highway, Flossmoor, IL 60422

FIRST MORTGAGE CORPORATION
Making American dreams come true since 1984.

Moz Sayeed
Your Mortgage Consultant for Life
Your FHA & Conventional Mortgage Specialist

(708) 647-5255

Call for credit 
analysis and 

prequalifi cation

Contact Sherry for all of
your real estate needs!

Sherry Liang, ABR®, SRES®

Senior Real Estate Specialist

direct: 708.283.5229
sherry.liang@bairdwarner.com

bairdwarner.com/sherry.liang

bairdwarner.com
Your favorite way home since 1855.

The Macri Family
 Birch Road

The McDade Family
 Dolphin Lake Drive

The Wagner Family
 Elliot Lane

The Nickolaou Family
 Spruce Road

The Nardi Family
 Cedar Road

The Griffin Family
 Gladville Avenue

The Pauss Family
 Highland Avenue

The Anderson Family
 Highland Avenue

The Pursell Family
 Homewood Avenue

The Conn Family
 Martin Avenue

The Swearingen Family
 Olive Road

The Garofalo Family
 Pine Road

The Brattstrom Family
 Hood Avenue

The Easter Family
 Presidents Drive

The Blocker Family
 Olive Road

The Powers Family
 Ashland Avenue

The Bob & Helen  
Adametz Family 
 Carson Drive

The Deady Family
 Homewood Avenue

The Klupchak Family
 Homewood Avenue

The Aggen Family
 Terrace Road

The Koltun Family
 W. 190th Street

The Stafford Family
 Dundee Avenue

The Jacobson Family
 Perth Avenue

The Quirke-Zagotta Family
 Cowing Court

The Zagotta Family 
 Cowing Court

The Ireland Family
 Lexington Avenue

L A N D M A R K  AWA R D S

The Ellis Family
18106 Dolphin Lake Dr. 

The Fletcher & Benetti Family
18226 Ashland Ave. 

The Davis Family
18414 Riegel Rd. 

The Liszeo Family
18450 Poplar Ave. 

The Hamilton Family
17708 Presidents Dr. 

The Buttice Family
17852 Park Ave. 

The Kruder Family
18236 Gottschalk Ave. 

The Sonnek Family
18544 Stewart Ave. 

The Hutton Family
18229 Gottschalk Ave. 

The Barbosa Family
18346 Morris Ave. 

The Mazurski Family
18619 Dixie Hwy. 

The Peo Family
18521 Dixie Hwy. 

The Chuquimia Family
18511 Carpenter St. 

The Kelley Familly
18511 Page Ave. 

The Frank Family
18758 Castle Rd. 

The Munoz Family
18757 Queens Rd. 

Congrats to 
all of our 
Award 

Winners!
R E S I D E N T I A L  
B E AU T I F I C AT I O N 
AWA R D  W I N N E R S 
A R E  P I C T U R E D
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Community Development & publiC Works neWs
engineering study for Third Addition

Baxter & Woodman Consulting 
Engineers is currently completing 
an Engineering Design Report 
for the replacement of all sanitary 
sewers and water main in the 
Third Addition Subdivision of 
Homewood. The Third Addition 
is generally bounded by 183rd 
Street to the north, Heather Road 
to the south, Western Avenue to 
the east and Governors Highway 
to the west. The Engineering 
Design Report will summarize 
alternative designs, methods 

of construction, costs and 
recommendations for replacement 
of the sanitary sewers and water 
mains. Upon completion of the 
Design Report, a presentation 
will be made to the Village Board 
recommending the best economical 
method to construct the project. 
After Village Board approval, 
engineering construction plans and 
specifications will be prepared and 
permits obtained for bidding and 
construction.

PARNELL SELF STORAGE/UHAUL
For All Your Storage and Moving Needs

18007 Parnell Ave., Homewood, IL 

708-798-3636

Need extra space?
Parnel Self Storage has a secure spot for your 
possessions. And you’ll have access 7 days a 
week, including evenings and holidays.

In-town® moves from

$1995
every day.

$5900
Storage units as low as

per month

Plus mileage

Need room to grow 
or is it time to go?

We’re your moving and storage resource!

(in-town® only)

“Let it Snow, Let it Snow, 
Let it Snow,” is a favorite tune 
sung by holiday carolers, but a 
grueling refrain for those shoveling 
their winter wonderlands and for 
Homewood’s Public Works Snow 
Plowing Crews who are responsible 
for clearing the 70 lane miles of 
roadway throughout the Village. 
So, before you pull out the shovel 
this year we have some important 
and helpful information to help this 
upcoming winter season.

1. How and where you shovel 
snow will save you extra work and 
help Public Works efficiently handle 
large accumulation of snow. When 
facing the street, push or blow snow 
to the right side of the driveway 
entrance. Please DO NOT push 

or blow snow into the street as this 
negates the work of the snowplow 
and is a safety hazard to traffic. 
The Village does not remove snow 
from sidewalks (except the Central 
Business District) or driveway 
entrances. 

2. Please give our snowplow 
drivers a break if they happen to 
push some of the snow back on 
your drive while keeping the streets 
clear of ice and snow for the safety 
of drivers and pedestrians. Help 
the drivers out. They’ve been up 
throughout the night and into the 
wee hours of the morning, and 
remember – when they get home, 
they have to shovel their way into 
their own driveway…” so be good 
for goodness sake.”

The Village of Homewood is 
pleased to announce the newest 
tenant to Prairie Lakes Business 
Park. INX International, a division 
of Sakata Ink, held their grand 
opening in October. They are 
located at 1000 Maple Avenue. INX 
International produces water-based 
inks that are used for packaging. 

Some of their clients include, 
McDonald’s and Campbell’s Soup.

The grand opening included 
a ribbon cutting ceremony, a tour 
of the renovated facilities, and a 
luncheon. The Homewood facility 
replaces outdated facilities in  
Elk Grove Village (IL) and 
Kalamazoo (MI). 

Prairie Lakes Business Park Welcomes  
inX international

The Village of Homewood is 
proud to announce its fifth annual 
Giving Tree. The Giving Tree will be 
located in the lobby of the Village 
Hall and will be displayed starting 
December 1st. The tree is decorated 
with “wishes” that will help local 

children have a better holiday. Please 
stop by and pick up a wish! Together 
we can make sure everyone in 
Homewood has a warm and happy 
holiday season! Contact Lisa Syren 
with any questions or comments  
206-2906. 

Giving Tree

Homewood’s snow Plowing Crews Are #1

Over 60,000 yards 
of variety mulch in stock 

featuring

              &
(Brick Red, Cedar, Cypress, Dark Brown, Forest Brown, & Black)

Premium Hardwood
Mulches

708-889-9600
�

PURCHASE OF $100 OR MORE

�

Residential Only, Excluding Delivery
Must mention coupon at time of ordering. 

Coupons cannot be combined or valid with any 
other offer. Coupon expires 04/30/09

 Mulch Masters  17900 Harper Ave. • Lansing, IL  
code: HVKcode: HVK

$10 0FF$10 0FF 10% 0FF10% 0FF
Residential Only 

Must mention coupon at time of ordering. 
Coupons cannot be combined or valid with any 

other offer. Coupon expires 04/30/09
 Mulch Masters  17900 Harper Ave. • Lansing, IL  

WEED BARRIER

Now 
Selling Weed Barrier Fabric!
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Department of Public Works
17755 South Ashland Avenue

206-3470

Despite a sluggish economy, 
development projects continue 
to move forward in Homewood. 
Presently, there are four large 
commercial projects under 
construction, with a fifth project 
pending final approval. The 
projects under construction are at 
the intersections of 183rd Street 
and Kedzie Avenue, Halsted Street 
and Ridge Road, Ashland Avenue 
and Maple Road, and Bretz Drive 
located behind The Home Depot 
and Jewel. The pending project is 
located at the northwest corner of 
Halsted Street and Holbrook Road. 
Below is a synopsis of each project.

3355 183rd street
This project is a commercial/

retail strip center 5,500 square 
feet in area. The project is under 
construction with an estimated 
completion date of spring 2009. 
Tenants are not known at this time.

17945 Halsted street
This project consists of 10,000 

square feet of commercial/retail 
space and will include a gas station/

mini-mart, and fast food restaurant 
among the tenants. Completion is 
anticipated for late 2008/early 2009.

17641 Ashland Avenue
This property is the US national 

headquarters of Canadian National 
Railroad. They are in the process of 
constructing a 20,000 square foot 
addition to their building, which 
was originally constructed in 2002. 
The addition will bring the total 
building space to 83,000 square 
feet. This project is anticipated to 
be completed in the spring of 2009.

Homewood Business  
Park-Bretz Drive

This Homewood Business Park 
is part of the Prairie Lakes Business 
Park and located behind the Home 
Depot and Jewel stores on Halsted 
Street. When completed, this 
project would include up to 45 
condominium units for commercial 
units. The units will be from 1,800-
3,000 square feet or larger should 
the units be combined. This type 
of park offers space primarily for 
sale to small users (1,800 to 3,000 

square feet) for light industrial, 
office space, warehouse, and/or 
related businesses. Firms which are 
commonly found in this type of 
park might include construction 
trades, supply houses, printing and 
publication firms and the like. Phase 
I of the project includes 14 units; 
10 of these units have been pre-sold. 
This phase is anticipated to be 
completed by the end of 2008.

Halsted street and Holbrook 
Road (pending)

The site plan for this project 
has been approved by the Plan 
Commission and Village Board. 
They have submitted their building 
plans for the site and are awaiting 
approval for the building permits. 
The project would include two 
buildings totaling approximately 
17,000 square feet of commercial/
retail space. The owners of the 
property do not have any tenants 
presently for any of the units, but 
they have been marketing the site to 
numerous retailers and restaurants. 

We are encouraged that in spite 
of the current economic woes in the 

credit markets, businesses continue 
to invest and expand in Homewood. 
For more information on economic 
development opportunities, go to  
homesweethomewood.com, or  
contact the Community Develop-
ment Department at 206-3385.

Department of Community Development
2020 Chestnut Road | Planning / Zoning - 206-3385

Building / Code Enforcement - 206-3858

economic Development Projects

The State of Illinois requires all 
children under 8 years of age 
be properly secured in a child 
restraint – carseat or booster 
seat – while riding in a vehicle. 
Children between 8 and 16 
years of age must be secured 
in a seatbelt. Do you know 
whether your child is properly 
protected? A Fire Department 
Carseat Safety Technician is 
available by appointment to 
check your carseat or booster 
seat installation, free of charge. 
Contact Lieutenant Bill Wright 
at 206-3405 or at bwright@
homesweethomewood.com to 
arrange an appointment.

Child Car  
seat safety
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making a DifferenCe...

The League of Women Voters 
of the Homewood-Flossmoor Area 
will celebrate its 80th anniversary in 
March 2009. The Flossmoor League 
held its first meeting on March 

4, 1929, following ratification of 
the 19th Amendment in 1920 
giving women the right to vote. 
The Homewood League formed 
in 1948 and the two merged in 

1972. The organizations now serve 
communities in the southland 
region by registering voters, 
holding candidate and issues 
forums, observing activities of local 

governmental units and working 
to make our democracy work 
more effectively. This League was 
instrumental in getting recycling in 
our area and establishing PADS.

According to the United Network 
for Organ Sharing, currently there 
are nearly 100,000 men, women, 
and children waiting nationwide 
for a life-saving organ transplant. 
In Illinois alone, there are nearly 
5,000.  In 1992, I was one of them. 

I’m Angelique Marseille and 16 years 
ago I received a liver transplant. I’m 
a graduate of Homewood-Flossmoor 
High School and Homewood has 
been my home for many years. 

I was diagnosed with liver failure 
in 1992 and was given 10 days to 
live. The fatal news was a shock 
to me, because I never thought I 
was that sick. I didn’t pay attention 
to my body that something was 
wrong. My eyes were yellow and I 
had bruises on the right side of my 
back. I was working full-time and 
attending college, so I attributed my 
symptoms to the stress of my heavy 
schedule. By the time I was seen by 

a liver specialist at the University 
of Chicago Medical Center, my 
diagnosis was end-stage liver failure. 
My liver function was at 10% and I 
was only given days to live without 
receiving a liver transplant. My name 
was added to the waiting list and 
the waiting felt like an eternity. On 
the evening on February 7, 1992, by 
the grace of God and the pure act 
of compassion from a very generous 
family, my life was saved. 

After I received my liver 
transplant, I returned to college 
and graduated and later earned an 
advanced degree. I married the man 
of my dreams and gave birth, post 

transplant, to my two sons with  
no complications. Life really does 
go on!!

Currently, I volunteer with Gift 
of Hope Organ & Tissue Network. 
They’re the organization that 
facilitates organ and tissue donation 
in Illinois. In my role as a volunteer, 
I speak to various organizations and 
register donors on the Illinois organ/
tissue donor registry. 

I encourage everyone to please 
become an organ and tissue donor. 
To register your life-saving decision 
or for more information about organ 
and tissue donation, please visit 
www.giftofhope.org. 

80th Anniversary of the Homewood-Flossmoor Area League of Women Voters

Homewood Resident Receives Life-saving Gift

3303 Vollmer Road, Flossmoor, IL • 708-799-5577
www.klugerfurs.com

JEANCRISAN 
COLLECTION 
2008/9 

Shearlings & Leathers

by Angelique Marseille
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HomeWooD tHrougH tHe years
Homewood Through The Years is 

a new 256 page hardcover history of 

Homewood written by former village 

trustee Jim Wright who currently is 

president of the Homewood Historical 

Society. Publication of the book 

was made possible through generous 

contributions from Aurelio’s Pizza 

and the Great Lakes Bank and all 

proceeds from the sale of the book will 

go to benefi t the Homewood Historical 

Society. The book is fi lled with over 

250 photographs and is available for 

purchase for $30 at the Homewood 

Village Hall, Homewood Library, 

Suzie’s Hallmark and the 

Homewood Historical Society 

Museum, 2035–183rd Street. 

For more information contact 

708-799-1896. In this and 

future editions of the Key, excerpts 

from the book will be printed 

chronicling Homewood’s history. 

In this issue read how Homewood’s 

village hall was constructed 

70 years ago!

PWA funds were also used 

to build a new village hall and 

auditorium beginning in 1938. 

Village offi cials had felt the old 

village hall was inadequate for 

years. The question of building 

a new hall was put to voters in 

1930 but the proposal was soundly 

rejected. Village fathers were wary 

about putting the question to a 

vote again, especially in the midst 

of the Depression, but the federal 

government made $5 billion in 

PWA funding available for projects 

like this in the summer of 1938. 

Village trustees felt this was an 

offer too good to refuse. The village 

board acted quickly and in a special 

meeting held on July 26th, they 

passed an ordinance calling for a 

referendum on a bond issue for 

the proposed municipal building. 

The referendum date was set for 

September 8th.

Even with government funding 

of $61,363, taxpayers were asked to 

approve bond sales in the amount of 

$74,000 to help fi nance construction 

of a new building. Many residents 

could not see the logic of assuming 

the tax burden on a building far 

bigger than their small town would 

ever need. Others argued the village 

had just spent money to upgrade 

the electrical wiring and replace the 

boiler in the old village hall just two 

years before and the old hall was good 

enough for the town. The debate 

continued but after votes were tallied 

on September 8th, the “yes” side won 

by just 17 votes – 490 to 473. 

With the question decided, the 

village board sprang into action as 

timing was of critical importance. 

One of the provisions of the PWA 

grant was the completion of the 

building within one year after 

the referendum and that actual 

construction work should start 

within 12 weeks. Unfortunately the 

old village hall occupied the site of 

the new building. The old hall had 

to be demolished and village offi ces 

had to be moved. In a textbook 

example of intra-governmental 

cooperation, board meetings were 

held at Central School, prisoners 

were taken to the Flossmoor jail and 

the village clerk’s offi ce was moved 

into space in the water softening 

building. The village fi re truck was 

housed around the corner on Dixie 

Highway in the 

Severson’s Garage 

for a fee of $15 per month.  

Foundation work on the new 

building started in December 1938 

and by August 1939 the village board 

was holding meetings in the council 

chambers on the second fl oor of 

the completed building. Spacious 

quarters for the fi re department, 

police department and village clerk’s 

staff was now available all under one 

roof. The building also included 

a 300-seat auditorium with a 

hardwood basketball court, stage and 

kitchen to be used for community 

entertainment and recreational 

purposes.

A formal dedication was held on 

Saturday, September 30, 1939. The 

ceremonies entitled “An Evening 

of Friendliness” included a concert 

held by the community band 

directed by J. Norman Beasley, a 

program of speakers led by Village 

President Fred Borgwardt and 

dancing with music provided by 

Norman Woody and his Music 

Masters. Refreshments consisting of 

two barrels of beer donated by Fred 

Gold and $28.80 worth of ice cream 

rounded out the night’s festivities. 

With remodeling completed in 

1968 and 1998, Homewood’s village 

hall and auditorium still serves the 

community well after 70 years.

“A formal dedication was held on Saturday, 
September 30, 1939. The ceremonies entitled 

‘An Evening of Friendliness’ included a concert held by 
the community band.”

future editions of the Key, excerpts 

In this issue read how Homewood’s 

by just 17 votes – 490 to 473. 

Severson’s Garage 



College Student Holiday
Special: Nov. 21 - Dec. 21

College students may show a current college photo ID to join us
during their holiday break for only $24.99/month for residents or

$29.99/month for non-residents with no enrollment fee!
All holiday break memberships expire 1/17/09.

2920 W. 183rd St., Homewood • 708-799-1323
Download your free 1-day pass at: hfracquetandfitness.com

Spend your winter vacation with us!
• Play golf on the Full Swing Simulator!

• Play tennis — we have classes for all 

levels!

• Play racquetball, basketball or table

tennis!

• Go on a bike ride with Cardio Spin!*

• Swim in our indoor pool!*

• Dance the cold away with Zumba!*

• Relax with Yoga and Pilates!*

• De-stress with a � assage � herapy!

• � orkout in our comfortable 

Fitness Center!*

• Shop the boutique area of our 

Pro Shop!

*Membership required.

The Choice is Yours Membership Special:
Dec. 28, 2008 - Jan. 11, 2009

OPTION #1: Prepay the year in full and pay no enrollment fee (12 months)!
OPTION #2: Choose the Electronic Fund Transfer (EFT) plan, pay a $99 enrollment

fee and receive an extra month of membership (13 months)!

ECRWSS

POSTAL CUSTOMER
HOMEWOOD, IL 60430

PRST STD
US POSTAGE

PAID
Permit No. 33
Homewood, IL

60430

The Village Key is circulated quarterly to all residents and businesses in the Village of Homewood, Illinois. Comments or questions can be directed to: 
Village Key Editorial Staff - 2020 Chestnut Road - Homewood, Illinois 60430

To place an advertisement in the Village Key, please contact: Pam Stasil at 708.891.0744 I Lee Publications, Inc.

 

TANNING BEDS - SPRAY TANS - HAIR - NAILS - MASSAGE
BODYWRAP - WAXING - EAR CANDLING - FACIAL - EAR PIERCING

708.709.0083

We have custom made jewelry & a large 
selection of designer purses to

match your outfi t

EVE PARADISE COUPON

$5 OFF
Perm or Color

FREE Haircut
w/Full Highlight
With this coupon. Not valid with 
any other offer. Expires 1/31/09

With this coupon. Not valid with 
any other offer. Expires 1/31/09

EVE PARADISE COUPON EVE PARADISE COUPON

FREE
One Week Tan with
Purchase of Package

or Buy 1 Package, Get 1 FREE
$38 UNLIMITED/MO. - REG. BED

$78 UNLIMITED/MO. - SUPER BED
With this coupon. Not valid with 
any other offer. Expires 1/31/09

With this coupon. Not valid with 
any other offer. Expires 1/31/09

EVE PARADISE COUPON

117 JOE ORR RD • CHICAGO HEIGHTS, IL
(Next to Country Squire in Olympia Plaza)

$10 OFF
Facial

or Massage

25% OFF
Purses (Priced $25 & Up)

15% OFF
Jewelry, Sunglasses 

& Accessories
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