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Village Key
Homewood

We are a community dedicated to enhancing the lives of 
our residents and committed to the growth of our town.
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Public Service  
DIRECTORY

Police Emergency .................................................................  9-1-1
Fire and Paramedic Emergency .............................................  9-1-1
Police Non-Emergency ..................................................  206-3420
Fire Dept. Non-Emergency ...........................................  206-3400
Manager’s Office ...........................................................  206-3377
Public Works Dept. .......................................................  206-3470
Building Dept. ..............................................................  206-3858
Community Development ............................................  206-3385
After Hours Water Emergency ........................................ 798-2131
Prop. Maint./Code Enforcement ...................................  206-3858
Homewood Public Library ............................................  798-0121
Homewood Post Office .................................................  798-5762
Homewood Area Chamber of Commerce .....................  206-3384
Homewood-Flossmoor Park District .............................  957-0300
  Marie Irwin Community Center .............................  957-7275
  H-F Senior Activity Center .....................................  957-7275
  Racquet and Fitness Club .......................................  799-1323
  Ice Arena .................................................................  957-0100
   Lions Club Pool ......................................................  799-2223
School District 153 .......................................................  799-5661
School District 161 .......................................................  647-7000
Homewood Flossmoor High School ..............................  799-3000
St. Joseph School ...........................................................  798-0467
Homewood Community Academy ................................  799-6912

homesweethomewood.com • hfisgreat.com

Teach your children how to  
use 9-1-1 in an emergency

Village of Homewood (Main Number) 798-3000 South Suburban
708-798-1333

Now’s the time to trust the 
Southland’s Leader in Real Estate

Only Full-Time 
Professional Agents 

since 1979

BUYING 
or SELLING 

Call 

First!
South Suburban

community
 CalEnDaR

village board 
MEETInGS
Board meetings are held on 

the second and fourth Tuesday 
of each month at 7:30 PM 
in the Village Hall Board 

Room, 2020 Chestnut Road. 
Committee of the Whole 
meetings are held on the 
first and third Tuesdays, 

as announced. The public 
is invited to all meetings 
and they may introduce 

appropriate items not listed 
on the agenda.

VIllaGE PRESIDEnT
Richard A. Hofeld

VIllaGE ClERk
Gayle Campbell

BOaRD OF TRUSTEES
Trustee Anne Colton 

Trustee Barbara Dawkins
Trustee Jay Heiferman 

Trustee Thomas W. Kataras
Trustee Lisa Purcell

Trustee Ray Robertson

september
Homewood French Market
Every Saturday 
through October 22 | 8:00 AM to 1:00 PM
Village Hall Parking Lot
Contact the Village of Homewood  
at (708) 798-3000

Fall Fest and annual Chili Cook-Off  
hosted by the Community Relations Commission
Saturday, September 17 | 11:00 AM to 10:00 PM
Hickory Road at Dixie Highway
Contact the Village of Homewood  
at (708) 798-3000

Meet & Greet Mr. Richard Haas 
Saturday, September 17 | 3:00 PM to 6:30 PM
18062 Dixie Highway  
(Municipal Parking Lot next to Melody Mart)
Contact the Village of Homewood  
at (708) 798-3000

Homewood Schools Fund Run
Sunday, September 25
Contact 153 Foundation, 
foundation153.org.

october
Fire Department Open House
Sunday, October 9 | 11:00 AM to 2:00 PM
Homewood Fire Station, 17950 Dixie Highway
Contact the Homewood Fire Department 
at (708) 206-3400

Homewood Rail Committee’s Hobo night 
Saturday, October 15 | 6:30 PM 
Homewood Rail Park 
Contact the Village of Homewood 
at (708) 798-3000

Beautification Committee’s 
annual awards Ceremony
Thursday, October 27 | 7:00 PM
Marie Irwin Center
Contact the Homewood Public Works Department 
at (708) 206-3470

Halloween Happenings
Monday, October 31 | 6:30 PM to 8:30 PM
H-F Sports Complex 
Contact the Homewood-Flossmoor Park District 
at (708) 957-0300

november 
Butterball Burner Fun Run
Friday, November 25 | 9:00 AM  
(Check-in: 8:00 AM)
H-F Racquet & Fitness Club 
Contact the Homewood-Flossmoor Park District  
at (708) 957-0300

Downtown Merchant 
Holiday Open Houses
Friday and Saturday, November 12 and 13
Participating downtown merchants
Contact the Downtown Homewood Business 
Association, dhba.biz

december
Holiday lights in Homewood
Friday, December 2 | 6:00 PM to 9:00 PM
Downtown Homewood and Irwin Park
Contact the Village of Homewood  
at (708) 798-3000

important dates
and holidays
Daylight Savings Ends, november 6

Veterans Day, november 11

Thanksgiving, november 24;  
Village Hall will be closed and  
reopen November 28

Subscribe to the e-Newswire community for bi-weekly reminders on the events and happenings around town, 
or visit the Village Web site: homesweethomewood.com.

Scan to view the 
Village Calendar
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President’s Message

Summer seems to have flown 

by and it certainly was a hot one. 

Those of use who have a bit of gray 

in our hair can remember the days 

before homes were air conditioned, 

and cooling consisted of fans moving 

the warm air around. It now seems 

as though our air conditioners run 

continuously. Now it’s time to look 

forward to cooler fall temperatures 

and lower electric bills.

This past summer brought a new 

addition to our household. Most 

of you know I usually have four 

Labrador Retrievers at home (four 

is the Homewood limit!), 

and last October my oldest 

beautiful black lab, Nikki, 

passed away. All of our “girls” are 

rescued dogs and after several months 

of checking Petfinder.com, I found 

another sweet black Lab from NAWS 

(National Animal Welfare Society). I 

was especially pleased to adopt from 

a group that has their fundraising 

resale shop here in Homewood. 

The shop is called Girlfriends and is 

located on Martin Avenue, just south 

of Ridge Road. Now our canine 

family is back up to two yellow 

and two black Labs. 

You’ll find me with the younger ones 

getting our exercise at Izaak Walton 

each morning at sun up. If you are 

considering a new pet for your home 

I wholeheartedly recommend a 

rescued dog – you’re saving their lives 

and they give you and your family 

their unconditional love.

Fall also brings forth my favorite 

 continued on page 4
president’s message

village board 
MEETInGS

Richard a. Hofeld 

Village President

SAVINGS
WITH 

SERVICE

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT!

Valid at time of purchase only. One Coupon per family, per visit.
Not valid with any other offer. Hurry, certificate expires 09/30/11.

SERVING YOU IN
HOMEWOOD

Since 1980

“our fall fest has evolved over the years into 
         one of our premier family-oriented events.”



president’s message
 continued from page 3

Homewood event, our Fall Fest, 

along with its Chili Cook-Off. 

Our first Fall Fest began about 

twelve years ago in a small tent 

on Ridge Road. It was held 

in October in a driving cold 

rainstorm. We quickly learned 

that an outdoor October event 

was too weather dependent and 

the next year it was scheduled 

a month earlier, in September, 

which is when it has been held 

ever since.

Our Fall Fest has evolved 

over the years into one of our 

premier family-oriented events. 

Art projects, pony rides, horse-

drawn hayrides, and an evening 

bonfire for the entire family, 

along with chili tasting, and 

some of Homewood’s best brats 

and burgers for all make this 

a beautiful Homewood event.  

Everyone has a good time. I’ve 

heard over and over again from 

moms, dads, and grandparents that 

Fall Fest is their favorite event. 

Although I love the chocolate 

at our February Chocolate Fest, 

I’d have to agree, Fall Fest is my 

favorite as well. Just looking at 

the faces of everyone attending 

Fall Fest and its neighborly feel, 

it truly represents Homewood. 

If you’ve never attended, do 

stop by. Bring the family, come 

with a friend or by yourself, you 

don’t even have to like chili (but 

it helps!), just come on out and 

enjoy the Fall Fest events and our 

Homewood hospitality.

Dr. Roy Bardwell & Dr. William Campbell
Family Medicine Specialists
Now welcoming new patients. Call today!

Health Screening
at The St. James Family Care Center in Homewood

F R E E

FAMILY CARE CENTER

FREE HEALTH SCREENING
for new patients includes:
• Fasting Blood Sugar
• Blood Pressure
• Body Mass Index (BMI)

• Cholesterol
• Waist Girth

708-709-9700
18636 DIXIE HWY. • HOMEWOOD

MOST MAJOR INSURANCE PLANS ACCEPTED.

183RD ST.

187TH ST.D
IX

IE
H

W
Y.N

EXPIRES 10/31/11

$45
VALUE

board, 
commiSSion &

committee 
MEETInGS

Appearance Commission
Beautification Committee
Cable TV Commission
Committee of the Whole
Community Relations Commission
Economic Development Committee 
Fire and Police Commission
Heritage Committee
Homewood Council for the Arts
Homewood Rail Committee
Plan Commission
Police Chief ’s Citizens Advisory 
Committee
Senior Advisory Committee
Stormwater Resource Committee 
Tree Committee
Veterans Committee 
Village Board of Trustees
Zone Board of Appeals

All meetings are held at the Village 
Hall, 2020 Chestnut Road. A 

monthly schedule of  all meetings 
is posted in the lobby of the Village 
Hall or visit the calendar online at 

homesweethomewood.com
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Get Involved
As vacancies occur there may be opportunities for you 

to serve on various Village commissions and committees. 
I encourage you to become more involved in our Village. 
Please download an application from the Village Web site 
HomeSweetHomewood.com (see “Documents and Forms”). 
You can obtain more information about our advisory 
committees at the Government section of the Web site. Submit 
your application at the front desk at the Village Hall, or just drop 
it off with me any Saturday morning. Thanks.
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September
Homewood 

FrencH market

Every Saturday 

through October 22 

8:00 aM to 1:00 PM

Village Hall Parking lot

Hosted by the Village of Homewood

Every Saturday is different at 

the Market. So, stop by each week 

this fall for live music, children’s 

crafts, eco-friendly activities, and a 

great assortment of vendors. Here’s 

a list of our regulars, but every week 

you’ll see new faces – especially 

during fall harvest!

Bloomberg Gardens • 

(Homewood): organic herbs 

and vegetables, including 

produce and flowers from 

Hansel Farms and Michigan 

farmers

Enjoi Bake Shop (Channahon): • 

gourmet baked goods

Espress Yourself (Indiana): • 

gourmet coffee, tea, smoothies

Homewood Kitchen Gardeners • 

(Homewood): organic produce 

and flowers, soaps and lotions

Jeffrey Farms (Mount Carroll): • 

traditional produce

Labriola Breads (Oak Forest): • 

fresh breads

Stamper Cheese (Chicago): • 

gourmet cheeses

Tempco Kettle Corn (Crete): • 

fresh kettle corn and organic 

popping corn

Fall Fest and tHe 

annual cHili cook-oFF

Saturday, September 17 

11:00 aM to 10:00 PM

Hickory Road at Dixie Highway

Hosted by the Community Relations 

Commission

(See article on page 10.)

Homewood scHools 

Fund run

Sunday, 

September 25

Hosted by Foundation 153

Homewood Schools Fund Run 

will start at Millennium School 

and make its way around beautiful 

Homewood neighborhoods. 

Younger family members (age 12 

and younger) can participate in 

the 153 yard fun run, along with 

games and activities, if they do not 

want to participate in the 5K event. 

All proceeds from the Homewood 

Schools Fund Run will go towards 

maintaining vital educational 

experiences for students in District 

153. For more information about 

events, grants, and projects, go to 

foundation153.org.  

October 
Hobo nigHt

Saturday, October 15

6:30 PM 

Homewood Rail Park located on 

Park avenue

Hosted by the Homewood Rail 

Committee. Contact the Village of 

Homewood at (708) 798-3000

The Rail Committee will host 

an evening for the entire family 

at the Rail Park located on Park 

Avenue at 6:30 PM on Saturday, 

October 15. Join the Committee 

for marshmallows, hobo stories, 

and an old fashioned sing-a-long. 

The Rail Park features a retired and 

restored Illinois Central locomotive 

and caboose. 

Haunted Hounds

Sunday, October 16

1:00 PM

Rover’s Run Dog Park 

Sponsored by the 

Homewood-Flossmoor 

Park District

Deck out your dog and 

join us for Haunted Hounds! 

Come dressed to impress with 

your pooch. Prizes will be given 

for spookiest costume, funniest 

costume, best pair, and coolest 

trick. Don’t miss this chance to 

meet your H-F neighbors, win 

prizes (including a raffle – no 

costume required), and check out 

the latest canine outfits. All friendly 

canines are invited to this on-leash 

event. Rover’s Run membership is 

not required! 

4tH annual 

soutH side rail Jam

Saturday, October 22

10:30 aM to 4:30 PM

Millennium Park 

Sponsored by the Homewood-

Flossmoor Park District

Grab your skis or snowboards 

and get ready to jam! The H-F Park 

District is making it snow earlier 

than ever for the 4th annual South 

Side Snow Rail Jam. Ride down 

our frozen tundra and shred to the 

music, or watch area boarders and 

skiers execute some freestyle moves. 

We bring the snow, you bring the 

skills, and everyone can enjoy the 

show. All Ages. Riders Fee: $5.

FourtH annual 

Pasta Palooza

Saturday, October 22

5:00 PM to 8:00 PM

James Hart/Millennium 

Cafetorium

Hosted by Foundation 153

Foundation 153 will be hosting 

Pasta Palooza, on Saturday, October 

22. The 

evening 

will 

feature 

the 

musical 

performances, dancing, and 

artistic talents of the District 153 

student body and a delicious pasta 

dinner. All proceeds will support 

Foundation 153, a volunteer, not-

for-profit corporation established 

to raise additional funds for special 

projects in District 153 schools. 

Contact the Foundation online, 

foundation153.org

Halloween HaPPenings

Monday, October 31

6:30 PM to 8:30 PM

H-F Sports Complex 

Sponsored by Homewood Area Rotary 

Club, Homewood Area Chamber 

of Commerce and Homewood Fire 

Department

Ghosts, goblins, pirates, and 

princesses are all welcomed to trick-

or-treat at the Park District’s Sports 

Complex. Enjoy an interactive DJ, 

take a chance to win at the Wheel 

of Witches and Pumpkin Pick. 

Help color the giant mural and be 

 a part of the costume parade at 

7:30 PM. Free event.

 continued on page 7
CoMMunity events

CoMMunity events
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Become a Neighborhood  
Explorer at bairdwarner.com

This should be fun. 

Looked for a house. 
 Found a whole 
neighborhood in 
Homewood.

  3236 Vollmer, Olympia Fields  I  708.798.1855

Illinois Residential Mortgage License MB.302 Equal Housing Lender 19831 Governors Highway, Flossmoor, IL 60422

First Mortgage Corporation
Making American dreams come true since 1984.

Moz sayeed
Your Mortgage Consultant for Life
Your FHA & Conventional Mortgage Specialist

(708) 647-5255
             mozsayeed.com

Call for credit 
analysis and 

prequalification

✁

Residential Only, Excluding Delivery
Must mention coupon at time of ordering. Coupons cannot be combined 

or valid with any other offer. Coupon expires 11/30/2011

code: VK

LOwEst 
PRiCEs, 

BEst 
sELECtiOn!
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18162 Harwood Avenue, Homewood, IL 
(708) 798-8050

www.aureliospizza.com

QUALITY
QUANTITY

VALUE
Since 1959

Tell ‘em Joe sent me

Founded in 1959 by Joe Aurelio, Aurelio’s has 

been the meeting place for all occasions for 

five generations. Joe Aurelio’s strong belief in 

commitment to community led the village of 

Homewood to place honorary street signs in his 

name along Harwood Avenue. Today, Aurelio’s 

continues its commitment to community in all 

of its 40 locations in a six state area. 

AUrELIo’S
THE FAMILY PIZZERIA

Nothing says 
Homewood 
more than 
Aurelio’s Pizza.

CoMMunity events continued from page 5

November
butterball burner 

Fun run

Friday, november 25

9:00 aM (Check-in: 8:00 aM)

H-F Racquet & Fitness Club 

Sponsored by the Homewood-

Flossmoor Park District

Put down those leftovers, grab 

your running shoes and head over  

to the H-F Racquet & Fitness 

Club for the 8th annual Butterball 

Burner. Join us as we celebrate 

burning the post-Thanksgiving 

bloat with this fun run. Runners 

of all abilities are welcome. Start 

your holiday season the right way! 

Advance Registration:  

$12 R / $15 NR.  

Day-of-Race Registration:  

$17 R / $20 NR.  

Registration Code: 356518-02

December
save tHe date!

sPecial Holiday Preview

Holiday ligHts in 

Homewood

Friday, December 2

6:00 PM to 9:00 PM

Downtown Homewood 

and Irwin Park

Sponsored by the Village of 

Homewood, Homewood-Flossmoor 

Park District, and Downtown 

Homewood Business Association

On the evening of Friday, 

December 2, come out for a winter 

wonderland of fun in Homewood’s 

charming downtown. This year 

promises to be a wonderful event 

creating a lifetime of memories for 

you and your family. 

Trolley rides • 

Ice sculpting • 

Live reindeer • 

Santa, Mrs. Claus, and elves too• 

Annual tree lighting ceremony• 

Holiday shopping and dining • 

specials

Ready fo

r a
 li

fe
 c

ha
ng

in
g 

ex
pe

ri
en

ce
? Reflectionsyoga center

Yoga classes  
for every level

Yoga Teacher Training

Introduction to 
Yoga Series

10% OFF
of any Yoga

Class Package
(for first time students only) 
coupon expires 10/31/11.

Must show coupon at 
time of purchasing.

18675 Dixie Highway
Homewood, IL 60430

(708) 960-4996
ryogacenter.com
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Safe Driving Tips By Officer Curt Wiest
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Attention all drivers! 187th 

Street is not a four lane street. 

It is only two. Driving two cars 

next to each other in the same 

direction is illegal and can land 

you a citation. Below are a handful 

of Illinois Vehicle Code Statutes, 

most frequently cited. Please drive 

carefully.

The listed statutes 

(paraphrased):

625 IlCS 5/12-201 •	

Headlights. Headlights are 

to be used during the period 

from sunset to sunrise, at times 

when rain, snow, fog, or other 

atmospheric conditions require 

the use of windshield wipers.

625 IlCS 5/12-610.2 •	

Electronic communication 

devices. A person may not 

operate a motor vehicle on 

a roadway while using an 

electronic communication 

device to compose, send, or 

read an electronic message. 

An electronic device includes, 

but is not limited to electronic 

mail, a text message, an instant 

message, or a command or 

request to access an Internet 

site - exceptions are GPS or a 

navigation system integrated 

into the motor vehicle, hands-

free or voice-activated phone 

modes, or emergency vehicles.

625 IlCS 5/11-1414 •	

approaching, overtaking, 

and passing a school bus. The 

driver of a vehicle shall stop 

such vehicle before meeting 

or overtaking, from either 

direction, any school bus 

stopped at any location for 

the purpose of receiving or 

discharging pupils.  The driver 

of a vehicle upon a highway 

having four or more lanes, 

which permits at least two lanes 

of traffic to travel in opposite 

directions, does not need to 

stop such vehicle upon meeting 

a school bus, which is stopped 

in the opposing roadway.

625 IlCS 5/11-1002.5 •	

Pedestrians’ right-of-way at 

crosswalks; school zones. On a 

school day when school children 

are present and close enough 

thereto that a potential hazard 

exists because of the close 

proximity of the motorized 

traffic and when traffic control 

signals are not in place or not in 

operation, the driver of a vehicle 

shall stop and yield the right-

of-way to a pedestrian crossing 

the roadway within a crosswalk 

when the pedestrian is upon the 

half of the roadway upon which 

the vehicle is traveling or so 

close as to be in danger.

625 IlCS 5/11-802 •	

limitations on U-turns. The 

driver of any vehicle shall 

not turn such vehicle so as 

to proceed in the opposite 

direction unless such movement 

can be made in safety and 

without interfering with other 

traffic.

625 IlCS 5/11-203 Obedience •	

to police officers. No person 

shall willfully fail or refuse to 

comply with any lawful order 

or direction of any police officer 

fireman, or school crossing 

guard invested by law with 

authority to direct, control, or 

regulate traffic.

Homewood Tornado Sirens

On Sunday, May 22, a 

dedication ceremony was held for 

the Brian Carey Training 

Center located at 1023 

Jonathon. There were 

approximately 100 

people in attendance to 

honor Brian, including 

Carey relatives from 

Ireland. 

Father Dan Jarosewic 

of St. Joseph Parish gave 

a blessing and prayer. A 

painting of Brian was unveiled at 

the entrance to the training room. 

The oil painting was painted by 

local Homewood artist Bart Jerner 

who donated the painting to the 

training center. The Art Corner in 

Homewood donated half the cost 

of framing the painting 

and Eighner Florist 

donated the flower 

centerpiece for the 

event. 

Brian was 

remembered fondly in 

speeches by President 

Hofeld, Fire Chief 

Grabowski, and Mrs. 

Carey. Having Brian’s 

name on our training center will 

always represent the importance 

of teamwork and training to 

continuously improve our skills 

and depend on each other.

Be on the 

lookout for the Fire 

Department’s new 

aerial truck around 

town. The 1986 

Pierce (No.550) 

was replaced with a 

2011 Pierce Quint 

(No.555).

The new 

truck was 

purchased 

for $827,000 

with the 

help of 

three Illinois 

Department of Commerce and 

Economic Opportunity grants 

totaling $150,000, and a trade in 

value of $40,000 for Rescue Squad 

No. 546 and Truck No. 550.

The 100' 

ladder is 

illuminated with 

green lights 

leading to the 

neon green tip. The truck has a 500 

gallon water tank, can pump 1500 

gallons per minute and is 11'4" tall.

Stop by and take a look at it, 

we’re pretty proud of it!

Brian Carey Training Center Dedication

Fire Department Replaces Aerial Truck

Homewood’s Tornado Warning Sirens 

are tested the first Tuesday of every month at 

10:00 AM.
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departments of police & fire
17950 dixie highway

police non-emergency - 206-3420 | fire non-emergency - 206-3400

This September will mark the 

ten year anniversary of 9/11 and 

the Homewood Fire Department 

asks you to take time to remember 

those lost as well as time to make 

sure you are prepared for future 

emergencies. September is National 

Preparedness Month (NPM), and 

it is a time to prepare yourself 

and those in your care for an 

unexpected emergency. 

If you’ve seen the news recently, 

you know that emergencies 

can happen unexpectedly in 

communities just like ours, to 

people like you. We’ve seen tornado 

outbreaks, river floods and flash 

floods, severe storms, and even 

water main breaks and power 

outages affecting millions of people 

for days at a time. 

This September, please 

prepare and plan in the event you 

must go for three days without 

electricity, water service, access to a 

supermarket, or local services. Just 

follow these three steps: 

Get a kit:1.  Keep enough 

emergency supplies on hand for 

you and those in your care – 

water, non-perishable food, first 

aid, prescriptions, flashlight, 

and a battery-powered radio. 

For a checklist of supplies, visit 

Ready.gov. 

Make a Plan:2.  Discuss, agree on, 

and document an emergency 

plan with those in your care. 

For sample plans, see Ready.gov. 

Work together with neighbors, 

colleagues and others to build 

community resilience. 

Be Informed:3.  Free information 

is available to assist you 

from federal, state, and 

local resources. You can find 

preparedness information by 

accessing Ready.gov to learn 

what to do before, during, and 

after an emergency 

In July, the Homewood Village 

Board approved a new Emergency 

Operations Program. This program 

is the master plan of emergency 

plans for the Village as a whole. 

The most important step you can 

take is to be prepared to take care 

of yourself and those in your care; 

the more people who are prepared, 

the quicker the community will 

recover. 

Being prepared can save 

precious time if there is a need to 

respond to an emergency.” For 

more information on NPM and for 

help getting prepared, visit Ready.

gov or call 1-800-BE-READY or 

TTY 1-800-462-7585 for free 

information. 

September is National Preparedness Month

If you are like millions of 

animal owners nationwide, your 

pet is an important member of your 

household. When planning with 

your family for disaster, don’t over-

look the needs of your cherished 

family pets. In order to be safe and 

survive an emergency you should 

take steps to prepare today. 

Pet owners can receive free pre-

paredness tips on how best to pre-

pare for emergencies at Ready.gov, 

or by calling 1-800-BE-READY or 

TTY 1-800-462-7585. Learn what 

to put in a Pet Emergency Supply 

Kit, how to develop a pet care 

buddy system, and how to make 

plans in advance for pets if they 

need to be evacuated. In addition, 

instructional videos on family and 

pet preparedness are available at 

Ready.gov/videos. This September, 

remember to prepare your entire 

family, including your pets.

Do You Have An Emergency Plan for Your Pet?

The Board of Fire and 

Police Commissioners holds an 

examination to create a career 

hiring list for Firefighter/Paramedic. 

A written exam, physical ability 

test, and an oral interview are just 

part of the process. An Entry Level 

Final Eligibility List is compiled 

in order of highest to lowest test 

scores. Once posted, this list is good 

for two years. From our current 

eligibility list we have hired one 

career and five part-time personnel.

Firefighter/Paramedic Steven 

Gutzmer was hired in April 2011 

as a career member of the Fire 

Department. Steven graduated 

from University of Illinois with a 

B.S. in Liberal Arts and Science in 

2009. Prior to his full-time position 

with Homewood, Steven worked 

for a private ambulance service in 

Champaign (IL). Steven lives  

in Chicago.

In January, Paramedic Brian 

O’Malley was hired and started 

Firefighter Academy at Prairie  

State College. Brian is from 

Lockport (IL).

In March, Firefighter/EMTs 

Tim Boomsma of South Holland 

(IL), Sean Sullivan of Lemont (IL), 

Jim Janchenko of Bedford Park (IL) 

and Mike Peterson of LaGrange 

(IL) were hired, Jim Janchenko  

is currently in paramedic class.  

The remainder of our new EMTs 

will attend paramedic class in the 

near future. Congratulations  

and welcome!

Fire Department Hires One Career and Five Part-Time Employees

On June 7th, the 

Homewood Flossmoor 

Peer Jury Program rec-

ognized its volunteers at 

a special ceremony. The 

volunteers were lauded 

for their commitment to 

our youth and families 

in the south suburbs. 

As we said good-bye to several of 

our long-serving members who are 

headed off to college, we welcomed 

new members and celebrated every-

one’s efforts in the care, protection 

and guidance of our youth, our 

victims, and our communities.

H-F Peer Jury Program

F ire 
Department 
Open House
During F ire Prevention Week

The Homewood Fire 
Department’s annual 
Open House will kick 
off Fire Prevention Week 
on Sunday, October 9 
from 11:00 AM  to 2:00 
PM at the Fire Station 
located at 17950 Dixie 
Highway. Be sure to 
come on down and visit 
with the firefighters and 
paramedics and see the 
lifesaving equipment they 
use every day. Fun fire 
safety lessons will be 
learned by both young 
and old.



FAll FeST ACTIVITIeS SCHeDule
 12:00 PM – 4:00 PM | Petting Zoo and Pony Rides
 1:00 PM – 4:00 PM | Face Painter
 2:00 PM – 3:00 PM | Chili Contest 
 2:00 PM – 5:00 PM | Mr. Magic’s Magic Show
 3:30 PM – 5:30 PM | Open Chili Tasting
 4:00 PM – 6:00 PM | Stilt Walkers & Strolling Jugglers
 4:30 PM – 5:30 PM | Pumpkin Patch and Pumpkin Painting
 6:30 PM | Doubles Bean Bag Tournament
 6:00 PM – 9:00 PM | Horse-drawn Wagon Rides
 8:00 PM – 10:00 PM | Outdoor Movie & Bonfire

FAll FeST lIVe enTerTAInMenT SCHeDule
 11:00 PM – 2:00 PM | The Fret Brothers (Acoustic )
 2:00 PM – 5:00 PM | Mr. Magic’s Magic Show  
  (Children’s Entertainment)
 3:30 PM – 6:30 PM | Latin Satin Soul (Classic Rock and Motown)
 7:00 PM – 9:00 PM | Staff Infection and the Southside Horns 
  (Rock and Roll)
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Fall Fest and the 
Annual Chili Cook-Off
Saturday, September 17 | 11:00 AM to 10:00 PM
Hickory road at Dixie Highway
Hosted by the Community Relations Commission

Homewood’s favorite fall time festival is scheduled for Saturday, September 

17. Fall Fest will feature live entertainment, horse-drawn wagon rides 

through downtown, the annual bean bag tournament, petting zoo and 

pony rides, games, craft vendors, a pumpkin patch children’s crafts, and 

scrumptious cuisine prepared by local eateries. 

the annual 
chili cook-off
(2:00 PM, contest; 
3:00 PM, open tasting)

A highlight of Fall Fest is the 

annual Chili Cook-Off where 

residents vie for “Homewood’s Top 

Chef” while raising money for a 

local not-for-profit in the Open 

Chili Tasting. Proceeds from this 

year’s competition will benefit the 

Homewood Police Association. If 

you are interested in competing in 

the Chili Cook-Off, visit the Village 

Web site for contest rules and an 

application.

Fall Fest 
seventh annual 
bags tourney 

(starts at 6:30 PM)
While Fall Fest’s Seventh Annual 

Bags Tourney isn’t sanctioned by 

the American Cornhole Association 

(ACA), it is still a spirited 

competition that draws participants 

from all over the Chicago 

Southland.  

The tourney will be round-robin 

play where each contestant plays 

every other contestant. At the end 

of round-robin play, winners shall 

be determined by win-loss records. 

If ties occur, they shall be settled 

by playoff method. Prizes include 

certificates for shopping and dining,  

a custom bean bag box set, and cash.

The cost per team is $20.00.  

There is no advance registration.  

Teams will be accepted into the 

tournament on a first-come-first-

served basis. To register, look for the 

Homewood Welcome Center at Fall 

Fest before 5:00 PM.

Fall Fest 
entertainment & 
activity schedule  
(all day)

Great music is a staple of Fall 

Fest, and three talented bands – 

The Fret Brothers, Latin Satin 

Soul, and Staff Infection and the 

South Side Horns  – will carry on 

this finger-snapping, toe-tapping 

tradition.
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During the past year and a half 

Colin and Angela Thomas have 

worked to create the first ever 

town yearbook of Homewood. 

The project will officially close 

October of this year in order to 

create a physical yearbook. There 

will be 5 copies of the book 

made that will be donated to the 

Historical Society, Library, and 

Village Hall. The Thomases invite 

all residents and businesses to join 

the project in their final push to 

make Home Sweet Homewood 

even more unique from other 

communities.  

What is the yearbook 

project, you ask? The goal is to 

photograph all families in front 

of their homes, all businesses with 

their employees, as well as events 

and special functions throughout 

the town. By participating you 

receive a 5x7 copy of your picture 

and you will be a part of modern 

history.

You don’t have to worry 

about privacy when it comes 

to the project.  Your house 

number is erased, and your 

name is not associated with the 

image inside the final book or 

on the Web site. You can view 

those who have participated 

at thehomewoodproject.com. 

You are also able to make 

appointments online, or by calling 

Colin or Angela at the studio, 

(708) 960-4265. 

The Homewood Yearbook Project By Thomas’ Photographic Services
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Finance & Manager’s OFFice news

Homewood-Flossmoor High 

School ranked 17th in the state by 

Newsweek and 36th in the state 

by the Washington Post (May and 

June of 2011). H-F was the highest 

ranked high school in the south, 

southeast, and southwest suburban 

area.

In the June 20 issue of 

Newsweek, Homewood-Flossmoor 

High School was ranked No. 

336 in the magazine’s report of 

the top 500 best high schools in 

America.  Not all high schools in 

the nation were considered in this 

study, only those already considered 

the best. And unlike Homewood-

Flossmoor, many of those high 

schools that ranked higher in the 

Newsweek report have selective-

enrollment policies and do not 

admit all students residing in their 

boundaries like H-F’s enrollment 

policy. 

 “We are extremely pleased 

with our standing,” said Dr. 

Von Mansfield, superintendent. 

“However, our Board of Education, 

administrators, teachers, and 

students continue to work hard 

as we look to even improve our 

standing in the future.” 

This is the second time in a 

month that H-F has been listed 

among the top high schools in the 

country by a national publication. 

On May 22, H-F was ranked 

No. 36 in the state of Illinois and 

No. 124 in the Midwest region in 

the Washington Post’s High School 

Challenge article.

While both used figures based 

on 2010 graduates, the Newsweek 

methodology differed significantly 

from that of the Washington Post. 

The newspaper took the total 

number of A.P.®, International 

Baccalaureate (I.B.) and Advanced 

International Certificate of 

Education (AICE) tests given at 

a school and divided it by the 

number of seniors who graduated 

in May and June. The magazine’s 

ranking was based on six 

categories: graduation rate, college 

matriculation rate, A.P.® tests 

taken per graduate, average SAT/

ACT scores, average A.P.®/I.B./

AICE scores, and A.P.® courses 

offered. 

The full report can be viewed 

at newsweek.com/2011/06/19/

the-best-high-schools-in-america.

html. The Washington Post 

article is at apps.washingtonpost.

com/highschoolchallenge.

H-F Ranked Best in South Suburbs

Washington Post Ranking in Illinois
H-F High School Ranked 36th in the State, compared to the 
following high schools in the south suburban region: 

36 Homewood-Flossmoor Flossmoor
45  Lockport Township Lockport
49  Sandburg Orland Park
62  Amos Alonzo Stagg Palos Hills
77  Lincoln-Way/North Frankfort
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Department of Finance & Manager’s Office
2020 Chestnut Road

798-3000

Scan to access 
the Village Web site

Scan to connect 
with online services

About Your Water Service

Residents who “fly south” 

during the cold season should 

contact the water billing clerk for 

two reasons: 1) so the Village can 

expect low water use, avoiding 

an estimated bill, and 2) they can 

request their next bill be mailed to 

their winter address. If a change 

of a winter billing address is 

requested, please remember to call 

and have it changed back to the 

service address upon your return to 

the Village. For more information 

contact Debbie Gaston at (708) 

206-3365.

About Vehicle Stickers

If you expect to be away from 

your home through next April 

you may submit a self-addressed 

stamped envelope to the Village 

Hall so that we can mail your 

vehicle sticker applications to you. 

Please be sure to include your 

Homewood address with your 

request. For more information 

please contact Sandy Ruhlander at 

(708) 206-3368.

You can pay your water bill 

from the comfort of your home or 

office, any time of the day or night 

and from anywhere in the world. 

Just log on to the Village Web site 

homesweethomewood.com, press 

Pay a Water Bill link located on the 

Home Page, and follow the easy 

payment instructions. The first 

time you log in to your personal 

water account please use your 

12 digit water account number, 

without the “-” twice, once for 

your account number and once 

for your password. It would be 

wise to revise your password the 

first time you have logged on. You 

will be able not only to pay your 

bill online, you can select to have 

an EBill notification sent to your 

email address, print your current 

bill, and view your usage and 

payment histories. The option to 

make online water payments has 

been one of the biggest requests 

from our residents, so please tell 

your friends and neighbors that it 

is available.

Pay your Water/
Sewer Bill Online

Leaving 
for Winter?

e-Newswire and Facebook Communities
The e-Newswire Community 

continues to grow. Residents 

seeking information about weekend 

events, construction projects, and 

job openings have signed up for 

the bi-weekly newsletter. If you 

are not yet a member, sign up 

today! Visit the Village Web site 

(homesweethomewood.com). Also, 

join the Village of Homewood’s Fan 

Page on Facebook; search Village of 

Homewood and join. 

 continued on page 14
Finance & Manager’s OFFice
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Finance & Manager’s OFFice continued from page 12

Joanne 
Bartelsen

Your Neighborhood 
Realtor Licensed in Illinois 

& Indiana

Let me help
if you are buying 

or selling.
For professional 

dedicated
commitment call

jbart52@comcast.net
www.joannebartelsen.com

708-359-1030

Faith Wonderland Preschool
18645 Dixie Highway, Homewood, IL

708/799-5438
www.wonderlandpreschool.org

3 Year Olds 
Tues.-Thurs. 9 am-11:30 am

4-5 Year Olds
Tues.-Fri. 9 am -11:30 am

SIGN-UP NOW FOR THE
FALL 2011-2012 SCHOOL YEAR

 Homewood’s Evan 

Wierzbicki, a junior at 

Homewood-Flossmoor High 

School, spent most of July 

strumming along with 81 

talented high-school musicians 

at the 7th Annual Grammy 

Camp®, held July 9-18 at the 

University of Southern California 

Thornton School of Music in 

Los Angeles. He was chosen from 

a pool of hundreds of applicants 

after submitting two performance 

videos and a video essay explaining 

why he wanted to attend the 

unique program. He was only 

one of two students from Illinois 

invited to attend.

“I was flattered that I could be 

accepted into a group with such 

exceptional talent,” he said. “The 

other campers were some of the 

most talented people I will ever 

meet in my life and they were also 

genuinely nice people.”

Focusing on all aspects of 

commercial music, Grammy 

Camp provides campers 

with instruction by industry 

professionals in an immersive 

creative environment in state-of-

the-art facilities. The program 

offers six music career tracks 

(Audio Engineering, Concert 

Promotion/Production, Electronic 

Music Production, Music 

Journalism, and Songwriting) 

and a performance track for bass, 

drums, guitar, keyboard, vocal, 

and winds and strings. All tracks 

culminate in media projects, 

CD recordings, or showcase 

performances. This year’s showcase 

performance was held on Sunday, 

July 17, at the El Rey Theatre.

Wierzbicki attended through 

the bass performance track; he 

has been playing bass for three 

years. At Homewood-Flossmoor, 

he is a popular music student who 

participates in the band, jazz band, 

and orchestra. 

“Evan is a vibrant young bass 

player with a huge curiosity about 

music,” said Sarah Whitlock, H-F’s 

band instructor and music teacher. 

“If you have ever seen Evan 

perform, it’s very clear why he was 

chosen for the Grammy Camp. 

He mesmerizes the room with his 

creativity and musicianship. While 

on a band trip to Spain this spring, 

he captivated audiences with his 

soloing ability.”

A typical day at camp would 

include an early breakfast, followed 

by three hours of music rehearsals, 

lunch, panel discussions, more 

rehearsal time, dinner, and some 

free time in the evening. The 

campers stayed in residence halls 

on the USC campus. The panel 

discussions featured famous 

musicians and songwriters, such 

as Lamont Dozier, Greyson 

Chance, and Nick Jonas.

“This was one of the greatest 

experiences of my life,” said 

Wierzbicki.

Now that he’s returned 

home, he’s getting ready for the 

next school year and rehearsing 

with his original band project, 

The Heights. 

“Evan is a wonderful and 

kind student. His fellow 

classmates have a great respect for 

him and have a ball performing 

with him,” said Whitlock. “He is a 

pleasure to work with and you will 

be hearing about Evan Wierzbicki 

in the future.”

The camp is produced by 

the Grammy Foundation. The 

foundation was established in 

1989 to cultivate the under-

standing, appreciation, and 

advancement of the contribution 

of recorded music to American 

culture. For more information, 

visit  grammyintheschools.com.

Homewood-Flossmoor  

High School is a three-time 

National Blue Ribbon award-

winning school, located at 999 

Kedzie Avenue in Flossmoor, 

Ill., where the fine arts are never 

overlooked. For more information, 

call (708) 799-3000 or visit  

hfhighschool.org.

H-F Junior Strums Through the Summer

SUZIE’S
HALLMARK SHOP

Featuring the
Complete Hallmark Collection

• A Dept. 56 Gold Key Dealer 
Snow Village, Dicken’s Village, North Pole,

New England & Christmas in the City
• Snow Babies • Precious Moments

• Yankee Candles • Willow Tree Angels 
• Gifts for All Occasions.

18065 Harwood Ave, Homewood, IL
Downtown Homewood

phone: (708) 799-2810   fax: (708) 799-1475

1056 Sterling Avenue, Flossmoor, IL 60422
ColdwellBankerOnline.com

Owned And Operated By NRT Incorporated

Paula 
Matthews

REALTOR®

(708) 256-1218
paula.matthews@cbexchange.com

Homewood Resident 
for 40 Years

Licensed in 
Illinois & Indiana

HOMES ARE SELLING 
BUYERS ARE BUYING

H-F High School Senior Golden Card Club
If you are age 62 or better and 

live in School District 233, you 
are welcome to join Homewood-
Flossmoor High School’s Golden 
Card Club. Club members are 

entitled to free or low-cost admis-
sion to the school’s cultural and 
sporting events throughout the 
school year. Club members – and 
all district seniors – are invited to a 

free breakfast buffet hosted by the 
high school on Friday, October 28. 
For more information, call (708) 
799-3000 or email ncastagna@
hf233.org. 

A Great Read for Veteran’s Day – 11/11/11
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Live in Homewood.
Work in Homewood.
20 years of expertise.
• Selling, Buying
• Foreclosures
• Short Sales

visit: brendajmorgan.com

Brenda J. Morgan, Broker 
708-922-1055

brenda.morgan@REMAX.net

SOUTH SUBURBAN

Salem Lutheran
Early Childhood Center

18328 Ashland Ave., Homewood, IL

708.206.0350

NOW
Is The

Time to
Enroll!

■ Mom’s Morning Out
■ Half-Day & All-Day Pre-School
■ Half-Day & All-Day Kindergarten
■ Summer Camp

Home Improvement 
Projects Made Easy! 

Get rid of all your 
junk with one 
easy step.   

ORDER A ROLL-OFF  
DUMPSTER TODAY!  

Dumpsters are available in
         

   4 sizes to fit your needs!

       
Call our  

dispatch office 
direct: 

708-798-2212   

www.mydisposal.com 

Marilyn 
Vasilopulos
ABR Broker
Baird & Warner 
Realty

708-306-8197
3236 Vollmer rd., olympia Fields, il

Make a Move 
this Fall... it’s perfect 
timing to buy or sell

®

I say that patriotism does 

matter. It does matter a lot to 

me. I started to think about what 

patriotism is. I talked to my mom 

and my grandpa about patriotism. 

I looked at quotes and I read some 

stories about soldiers fighting for 

my freedom. This is what I figured 

out patriotism means to me.

I was born in another country. 

A country that was once at war 

with the United States. Because 

the United States stands for 

freedom, I was able to be adopted 

into my American family. I don’t 

remember a lot from my days in 

Russia.  My mom tells me that the 

Russian people are new to democ-

racy. They just recently got the 

right to be a democracy. Lucky for 

me, I was adopted into a country 

where democracy has been around 

for a long time. 

There were many 

people who fought 

for my right to be 

a United States 

citizen. Now that I 

am a United States 

citizen, I will have 

the right to vote 

for who I want 

for my leaders. 

I will have the 

right to freedom 

of speech. I can be any religion 

I want to be. I have the right to 

an education. These are rights 

that maybe I would not have if 

I lived in another country. The 

opportunities for me are so much. 

I can be who I want to be and 

where I want to be. All because 

people before me have been great 

patriots who fought for what they 

believed in. 

So, to me, patriotism does still 

matter. Patriotism gives me the 

opportunity to give back to the 

country that has fought for my 

freedoms. I hope that I will have 

enough courage to continue to be 

a patriot for those kids who come 

after me.

Does Patriotism Still Matter by Jack Dunlavy, 7th Grade, James Hart School

A Great Read for Veteran’s Day – 11/11/11
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In 1983, a famous New 

York artist named Richard 

Haas created a series of 

murals along the store backs 

of the Ridge Road properties 

between Dixie Highway and 

Harwood Avenue. He used 

the French art technique, 

trompe l’oeil, which involves 

realistic imagery to create 

an optical illusion that the 

depicted objects appear in three 

dimensions.

The Richard Haas murals 

provide Homewood with a very 

unique attraction, especially for 

a small town, considering Haas’ 

murals are featured in much larger 

metropolises, such as Chicago, New 

York City, Boston, Portland, and 

many more (richardhaas.com). 

Last year, the Village Board 

approved an agreement to 

rehab the existing murals in the 

downtown and for the completion 

of three additional murals, two in 

downtown and one in Southgate. 

• The murals along the 

Ridge Road properties had 

either been removed from tuck-

pointing projects or had become 

lackluster and needed serious 

refreshing. 

• Homewood 

Florist located on 

Martin Avenue 

became a new site 

for a Haas mural. 

The owners 

worked with 

Mr. Haas and together a beautiful 

conservatory, filled with tropical 

plants was created, along with a 

tribute to a four-legged family 

member lost by the owners earlier 

this year. 

• Melody Mart located on 

Dixie Highway once donned 

a Haas mural, but after façade 

improvements, the mural 

dedicated to the old Homewood 

Theatre was removed. Mr. Haas 

created a new theatre for the 

site, and the public is invited to 

view the final brush strokes on 

September 17. 

You will notice that the 

murals in the downtown are all 

connected by parking lots that span 

from Harwood Avenue to Dixie 

Highway. A walk from Starbucks 

on Harwood Avenue to Melody 

Mart on Dixie Highway would 

showcase each piece of Haas’ 

work. 

In an effort to beautify 

additional commercial districts 

in town, two sites were sought for 

murals in the Southgate shopping 

area: northeast and north west 

corners of Dixie Highway and 

187th Street. Incorporating murals 

into the Southgate commercial 

area unifies both districts and also 

provides the 

area with its 

own cultural 

attraction. 

• The south side of the 

building located at 18673-18681 

Dixie Highway (northeast corner 

of Dixie Highway and 187th 

Street) is a highly visual space 

within the district and has 

been an eyesore for quite 

some time. Mr. Haas saw fit 

to put a 40’s-style diner along 

the façade. 

A traveler through 

Homewood writes, “Last 

Thursday evening, driving north on 

Dixie when out in the distance I see 

what I thought was a retro stainless 

steel and neon diner. Imagine my 

surprise as I got closer and realized 

it was a new mural! I had to pull 

over and sit there, parked in my 

truck with my mouth hanging open 

(really!), staring in amazement. It’s 

beautiful!”

• Pete’s Auto Service located at 

18660-18676 Dixie Highway is the 

site for a rather befitting design: a 

vintage service garage. The Dixie 

Service Garage will compliment the 

Dixie Diner and both will serve as 

attractive and welcoming images as 

drivers pass 

Homewood’s Village limits. 

Restoring and expanding the 

Richard Haas Mural Collection 

in Homewood beautifies what 

typically can be drab and 

unattractive spaces.  The eye-

popping images also benefit the 

business districts 

by creating 

an excuse for 

shoppers and 

diners to linger 

and sightsee and 

become more 

aware of the unique 

and varied mix of 

businesses Homewood 

has to offer. 

The Homewood 

Council for the 

Arts will be promoting the 

murals through mural walks and 

marketing materials that will 

increase patronage of the images, 

while positioning Homewood as 

a destination for those seeking 

cultural attractions.

Richard Haas Murals

Meet & Greet
Mr. Richard Haas
September 17
3:00 PM – 6:30 PM
18062 Dixie Highway
(Municipal Parking Lot 
next to Melody Mart)
 
Meet Mr. Haas and watch 
the final brush strokes 
of the new Homewood 
Theatre mural.  Wine and 
light bites will be served 
and seating for those 
interested in seeing how 
the art technique,  trompe 
l’oeil, is applied.  Mr. Haas 
will discuss his designs for 
Homewood, along with his 
many works around the 
world. 
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cOMMunity DevelOpMent & public wOrks news
Department of Public Works

17755 South Ashland Avenue
206-3470

Department of Community Development
2020 Chestnut Road | Planning / Zoning - 206-3385

Building / Code Enforcement - 206-3858

Residential areas of the Village 

will be swept a total of three times 

this fall: October 15 and October 

31, November 1 and November 15, 

and November 16 and November 

30. Residents are asked to remove 

their vehicles from the street when 

the sweeper is in the area to allow 

it to clean along the curb. Please 

remember that raking or depositing 

leaves in the Village’s streets or 

storm water ditches violates Village 

ordinances. Doing so prevents the 

streets from draining properly and 

makes it difficult for the sweeper to 

complete the routes on schedule.

Fall Street Sweeping

Homewood Disposal Service 

provides residents a free fall leaf 

collection for three consecutive 

weeks, starting in November. The 

free leaf pickup is conducted on the 

same day as regular garbage pickup 

(residential):

November 16• 

November 23• 

November 30• 

This program requires that 

only leaf debris be collected sticker 

free if set out in the usual “Kraft” 

brown paper bags or in scavenger 

approved “toter” carts. Remember, 

only leaf debris will be picked up 

at no sticker cost. Because the leaf 

collection is deposited at an IEPA 

approved composting facility, grass 

clippings, brush, branches, etc. will 

only be collected by the scavenger 

if placed in separate bags with the 

necessary landscape stickers affixed 

to the outside.

Reminder: The last day 

Homewood Disposal takes yard 

waste is December 1. If you  

have any questions related to 

garbage service, or what can be  

put at the curb, please call 

Homewood Disposal directly  

at 798-1004.

Sticker Free Leaf Program

The Village of 

Homewood’s 

TreeShare 

Program offers 

residents the 

chance to purchase 

selected trees at 

a 50% discount. 

This program 

is to encourage 

the reforestation of Homewood’s 

tree canopy. The tree canopy is an 

important part of Homewood’s 

appeal, so investing in our “tree 

infrastructure” is very beneficial. 

If a resident pays $50 for a tree, 

it was originally purchased by 

the Village for $100.These trees 

can be planted anywhere on 

your private property or 

parkway area, as long 

as no utility conflicts 

exist. The trees 

come from top-quality nurseries 

located throughout the Midwest 

region and are chosen for their 

ability to survive in Homewood’s 

soil and climate. Each tree is 

hand-selected and inspected 

by the Village arborist, and 

delivered to your property. Visit 

homesweethomewood.com for 

a list of available species and 

purchasing information. Delivery 

is scheduled around the middle of 

October. Please note, the Village 

does not plant trees, but provides 

detailed instructions in addition to 

delivery service.

TreeShare Program

Shop Home Sweet Homewood

Please join us in welcoming the 
following recently opened or relocated 

businesses in Homewood. Stop in and say 
hello, and don’t forget to support 

local business by thinking Homewood 
first when you shop, dine, and buy!

Buffalo Wild Wings •	
17510 Halsted Street
Favor Your Beauty •	
1955 Ridge Road
Legal Advocates •	
2056 Ridge Road
Luxury Nails •	
18424 Governors Highway
Reflections Salon •	
18121 Dixie Highway
Simborg Industrial  •	
Real Estate  
1149 - 175th Street
South of the City Livery •	
18227 Harwood Avenue
The Village Artists •	
1957 Ridge Road
Tokyo Japanese Hibachi Grill •	
& Sushi Bar 
18042 Martin Avenue
W.A. Dental •	
18019 Dixie Highway (1B)

S H O P  •  D I N E  •  E X P L O R E

K E E P  I T  L O C A L

Ron Williams
Proud to be your Good Neighbor

Agent since 1981 ... Celebrating 30 Years

2349 W. 183rd Street • Homewood, IL 60430 • (708) 798-2810

Girlfriends
An Upscale Resale Shop

18046 Martin Ave.
Homewood, IL 60430

708-206-2080

Benefitting NAWS
www.nawsus.org

20% off 
with this ad
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Judy Pedgrift, Choices Brokerage

Free SeminarS Starting in the Fall
Call Judy for details

18141 Dixie Hwy. #112
Homewood, IL 60430 • 708-922-9142
www.ChoicesBrokerage.com  
Not connected with or endorsed by the U.S. Government 
or the Federal Medicare Program.

Turning 65 Soon? Me Too! 
Want to talk to another boomer about Medicare? And Medicare supplemental insurance? 

We represent well known insurance carriers. 
You have questions? At Choices, we have answers. 

We speak your language. We understand your concerns. We help with hard decisions. 
We are right over in Homewood on Dixie Highway. Come see us.

Serving Homewood 
Since 1893

20180 Governors Hwy.
Suite 304, P.O. Box 168

Olympia Fields, IL 60461

(708) 481-1999
Fax (708) 481-2062

www.mceldowneyagency.comScott McEldowney, CPCU

McEldowney Agency
              INSURANCE

Gain time to actually 
                 enjoy your deck.

Deck Cleaning, Sealing or Staining

Ask about
Deck Building

FREE ESTIMATES
708-206-2037
We power wash:

Entire Homes • Decks
Patios • Porches

Sidewalks • Sheds

JOHN’S
Auto Service & repAir

708-798-7071

Complete Auto Service • 33 Years Experience
■ Foreign & Domestic Cars
■ ASE Certified Technicians

■ IM240 Certified Emission Repairs
■ Computerized Diagnostics

• Tune-Ups
• Brake Repair
• Lube, Oil, Filter
• Transmission Service

• Engine Repair
• Suspension Repairs
• Batteries
• Air Conditioning Service

John Nystrom (Owner) 
Monday - Friday 7:30 am-5 pm

18009 Harwood • Homewood
Across from the I.C. Station (on Harwood)

Certified 
NAPA 

Auto Care 
Center



Today, the Homewood Project hopes to capture the sense of community 

our village is so well known for.  In the past, residents frequently dressed up 

and posed for a family portrait in front of their home. Pictured from the 

Homewood Historical Society archives are a few of these family photos and 

homes that still stand today.

Consider taking part in the Homewood Project and consider allowing 

the Homewood Historical Society to scan any historic photos your family 

may have of Homewood for a new photo history book the society is 

currently working on. Contact Jim Wright at 957-0640 for further details.
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HOMewOOD tHrOugH tHe years

Charles a. amenta III, m.D.
sherI larks, ma CCC-a, Faaa

18161 Morris Ave., #105 • Homewood, IL 60430

(708) 799-5520

• Located in Downtown Homewood 
across from Aurelio’s Pizza

• Physician on Premises

• Latest Technology Available
• Hearing Aid Supplies and Repairs
• Complete Hearing Testing

William 

and Margaret 

Beckmann 

pose with their 

family in front 

of their home, 

which is now 

located at 18320 

Morris Avenue. 

This photo was 

taken prior to 

the turn of the 

20th century.  The home has been lovingly cared for and retains much of its 

architectural character.

Dorthea Dorband proudly 

stands in front of her home, 

which is now the headquarters 

of the Homewood Historical 

Society, located at 2035 W. 

183rd Street. The home 

was built in 1891 of brick 

manufactured in Homewood. 

The bricks were stamped 

HOMEWOOD before they were fired and this distinctive mark is still 

visible on many bricks on the house today.

Fred Gold, 

seated, poses with 

his family in front 

of their home, 

which was built 

just after the turn 

of the 20th century. 

Gold served several 

terms as village 

president and the 

home was the first private residence in town to have running water supplied 

to it by the village waterworks, which was completed in 1911. Today the 

Ryan Funeral Home occupies the house at 18022 Dixie Highway.

Henry Gottschalk 

and his family pose 

in front of their 

stately home, which 

was built in 1891. 

Gottschalk was owner 

of Homewood’s brick 

and tile works and his 

products were used to 

construct the home, 

the largest in the village at the time. Gottschalk helped start Homewood’s 

first bank and also served terms as village president. The home is now 

subdivided into several apartments and offices and is located at 18011 

Martin Avenue.

The Scott family 

poses in front of 

their home, which 

was located at the 

southeast corner of 

Main Street (Ridge 

Road) and Martin 

Avenue. The home, 

which dates back to 

the Civil War, was 

moved at the beginning of the 20th century and is now located at 18339 

Martin Avenue.

Henry and 

Caroline Bramstedt 

pose with their 

family in front of 

their farmhouse 

on the west side of 

Homewood. For 

years Bramstedt 

farmed acreage south 

of 183rd Street and 

east of Kedzie Avenue. The family home still stands south of the Jewel Food 

store at 18445 Kedzie Avenue.



ECRWSS

POSTAL CUSTOMER
HOMEWOOD, IL 60430

PRST STD
US POSTAGE

PAID
Permit No. 33
Homewood, IL

60430

The Village Key is circulated quarterly to all residents and businesses in the Village of Homewood, Illinois. Comments or questions can be directed to: 
Village Key Editorial Staff - 2020 Chestnut Road - Homewood, Illinois 60430

To place an advertisement in the Village Key, please contact: Pam Stasil at 708.891.0744 I Lee Publications, Inc.

TIME SENSITIVE MATERIAL

106 N. Main, Glenwood, IL 
(708)  758-4400

5 miles west of Illinois/Indiana border on Glenwood Lansing Rd.

106 N. Main, Glenwood, IL • (708)  758-4400

www.glenwoodoaks.com
C e l e b r a t i n g  O v e r  3 6  Y e a r s

More than a great meal... 
a total dining experience everYDaY!

$10
OFF
Dinner for two

Not valid with any other offers or 
discounts. One coupon per couple (2). 
Max 4 coupons per table.Must present 
coupon to receive offer. Excludes 
Holidays. Expires 10/09/11
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