
VILLAGE OF HOMEWOOD 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING 

TUESDAY – September 10, 2013 

VILLAGE HALL BOARD ROOM 

 

CALL TO ORDER:  Village President Richard Hofeld called the Regular Meeting to order at 

7:30 p.m.  Twelve people from the public were present.  Two members of the press attended. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Village President Hofeld led the audience in the Pledge of 

Allegiance. 

 

ROLL CALL:  Village Clerk Karen Washington recorded the Roll Call.  Those present were 

Village President Richard Hofeld, Trustee Tom Kataras, Trustee Barbara Dawkins, Trustee Lisa 

Purcell, Trustee Anne Colton, Trustee Jay Heiferman, and Trustee Ray Robertson. 

 

INTRODUCTION OF STAFF:  Village President Hofeld introduced the present staff members: 

Village Attorney Christopher Cummings, Village Manager Jim Marino, Police Chief Larry 

Burnson, Director of Finance Dennis Bubenik, Director of Community Development Paula 

Wallrich, and Assistant Village Manager Michael Marzal. 

 

MINUTES:  There were no questions or comments.  A motion was made by Trustee Kataras and 

seconded by Trustee Colton to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of 

Trustees held on Tuesday – August 27, 2013.   

 

Roll Call: AYES – Trustee Kataras, Trustee Purcell, Trustee Colton, Trustee Heiferman, and 

Trustee Robertson.  NAYS – None.   ABSTAIN: Trustee Dawkins.  The motion carried.  

 

CLAIMS LIST:  Trustee Kataras asked about firehouse software.   

 

A motion was made by Trustee Kataras and seconded by Trustee Colton to approve the Claims 

List of Tuesday – September 10, 2013 in the amount of $411,342.70. 

   

Roll Call: AYES – Trustee Kataras, Trustee Dawkins, Trustee Purcell, Trustee Colton, Trustee 

Heiferman, and Trustee Robertson.  NAYS – None.   The motion carried. 

 

APPOINTMENTS:  A motion was made by Trustee Purcell and seconded by Trustee Colton to 

approve the re-appointments of Chris Beele to the Appearance Commission for a term ending 

7/31/2016; Mario Planera and Steve Wlodarski to the Plan Commission for terms ending 

4/30/2016; Terry Keigher, Pamela Lau, Marcia Nicholson, Dierdre Robinson, Deneen Sanders, 

and Tom Tomaszewski to the Economic Development Committee for terms ending 7/13/2015; 

Kathy Austin, Annielois Evans, and Raymond Pierre to the Senior Advisory Committee for 

terms ending 9/23/2016; and Clifford Cressey and Phillip Kosanovich to the Community 

Relations Commission for terms ending 8/31/2016. 

 

Roll Call: AYES – Trustee Kataras, Trustee Dawkins, Trustee Purcell, Trustee Colton, Trustee 

Heiferman, and Trustee Robertson.  NAYS – None.   The motion carried. 



PRESENTATION:  

 

RESOLUTION R-2156 / CYNTHIA MURRAY / 20 UYEARS OF SERVICE / POLICE 

DEPARTMENT:  A motion was made by Trustee Kataras and seconded by Trustee Robertson to 

pass a resolution honoring Cynthia Murray for 20 years of service to the Village of Homewood.   

 

Roll Call: AYES – Trustee Kataras, Trustee Dawkins, Trustee Purcell, Trustee Colton, Trustee 

Heiferman, and Trustee Robertson.  NAYS – None.   The motion carried. 

 

HEAR FROM THE AUDIENCE: Mr. Huizinga shared an article from “Gun News” in an effort 

to indicate that the Village Board had violated the law by the vote against allowing assault 

weapons in Homewood.  He expressed that he believed that the Village Board is still violating 

the law even with the amendment.  Mr. Paul McKee expressed concerns about the sign on 183
rd

 

& Riegel Road. 

 

OLD/NEW BUSINESS:  

 

ORDINANCE M-1899 / SPECIAL USE PERMIT – DWELLING UNIT ABOVE GROUND 

FLOOR / 920 175
TH

 STREET:  Director of Community Development Paula Wallrich presented 

information about issuing Tom Luscombe a special permit for a dwelling unit to be constructed 

as a second story addition on his building located at 920 175
th

 Street. 

 

A motion was made by Trustee Colton and seconded by Trustee Purcell to pass an ordinance 

granting a special use permit to Tom Luscombe to allow a dwelling unit above the ground floor 

at 920 175
th

 Street, Homewood, Cook County, Illinois. 

  

Roll Call: AYES – Trustee Kataras, Trustee Dawkins, Trustee Purcell, Trustee Colton, Trustee 

Heiferman, and Trustee Robertson.  NAYS – None.   The motion carried. 

 

ELDRIDGE DENTAL / 1944 RIDGE ROAD – TIF INCENTIVE / MAJOR PROJECT 

PROGRAM:  Director of Community Development Paula Wallrich discussed a request from 

Drs. Ron and Debra Eldridge, owners of property located at 1944 Ridge Road, for financial 

assistance through the Central Business District (CBD) Tax Increment Financing (TIF) District 

under the Major Project Program to convert a former restaurant to a modern dental office. 

 

Drs. Eldridge presented information in support of receiving the requested financial assistance.  

After the Eldridges completed their presentation, Homewood resident Amy Crump told the 

Village Board that she did not believe that providing the financial assistance to the dental project 

was the best use of funds.   

 

Attorney Cummings advised Trustee Kataras to withhold his questions and comments due to a 

possible conflict of interest.   

 

Village Board members made comments and asked questions.   

 



Trustee Dawkins made a motion that was seconded by Trustee Purcell to authorize staff to 

prepare the necessary documents to enter into a contract with Drs. Ron and Debra Eldridge for 

the disbursement of $80,000 in accordance with program guidelines for the property located at 

1944 Ridge Road. 

 

Roll Call: AYES – Trustee Dawkins, Trustee Purcell, Trustee Robertson, and President 

Hofeld.   NAYS – Trustee Colton and Trustee Heiferman.   ABSTAIN – Trustee Tom Kataras.  

The motion carried.  

 

MANAGER’S REPORT: A verbal report was not given at the meeting.   

 

GENERAL BOARD DISCUSSION:  Trustee Dawkins indicated that she disagreed with Trustee 

Kataras’ comments regarding his disappointment with the way that Village Board members were 

commenting about Drs. Eldridge’s request.   

 

Trustee Robertson noted that the Village Board should look at whether buildings are being built 

with apartments so that there can be a tax break without the apartment being rented. 

 

ADJOURN: A motion was made by Trustee Colton and seconded by Trustee Purcell to adjourn 

the Regular Meeting at 8:24 p.m. 

 

Roll Call: AYES – Trustee Kataras, Trustee Dawkins, Trustee Purcell, Trustee Colton, Trustee 

Heiferman, and Trustee Robertson.  NAYS – None.   The motion carried. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

         

Karen Washington 

Village Clerk 


