
VILLAGE OF HOMEWOOD 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING 

TUESDAY – December 10, 2013 

VILLAGE HALL BOARD ROOM 

 

CALL TO ORDER:  Village President Richard Hofeld called the Regular Meeting to order at 

7:30 p.m.  Eight people from the public were present.  One member of the press attended. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Village President Hofeld led the audience in the Pledge of 

Allegiance. 

ROLL CALL:  Village Clerk Karen Washington recorded the roll call.  Those present were 

Village President Richard Hofeld, Trustee Tom Kataras, Trustee Lisa Purcell, Trustee Anne 

Colton, Trustee Jay Heiferman, and Trustee Ray Robertson.  ABSENT:  Trustee Barbara 

Dawkins. 

INTRODUCTION OF STAFF:  Village President Hofeld introduced the present staff members: 

Village Attorney Christopher Cummings, Village Manager Jim Marino, Director of Finance 

Dennis Bubenik, Director of Community Development Paula Wallrich, Fire Chief Bob 

Grabowski, Assistant Village Manager Michael Marzal, and Senior Accountant Amy Zukowski.  

MINUTES:  There were no questions or comments.  A motion was made by Trustee Colton and 

seconded by Trustee Kataras to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of 

Trustees held on Tuesday – November 26, 2013.   

Roll Call: AYES – Trustee Kataras, Trustee Purcell, Trustee Colton, Trustee Heiferman, and 

Trustee Robertson.   NAYS – None.   ABSENT – Trustee Dawkins.   The motion carried. 

CLAIMS LIST:   A motion was made by Trustee Colton and seconded by Trustee Heiferman to 

approve the Claims List of Tuesday – December 10, 2013 in the amount of $424,913.98.  There 

were no questions.   

Roll Call: AYES – Trustee Kataras, Trustee Purcell, Trustee Colton, Trustee Heiferman, and 

Trustee Robertson.   NAYS – None.   ABSENT – Trustee Dawkins.   The motion carried. 

APPOINTMENTS:  A motion was made by Trustee Kataras and seconded by Trustee Colton to 

approve the appointments of Jason Baldauf and Al Guger to the Tree Committee for terms 

ending 10/13/2016.  

Roll Call: AYES – Trustee Kataras, Trustee Purcell, Trustee Colton, Trustee Heiferman, and 

Trustee Robertson.   NAYS – None.   ABSENT – Trustee Dawkins.   The motion carried. 

PRESENTATION: 



The Village Clerk administered the oath of office to Joe Malik and Jason McCann as part-time 

Firefighters/Paramedics for the Village of Homewood. 

 

HEAR FROM THE AUDIENCE:  No one came forward. 

 

OMNIBUS VOTE:  Village Clerk Washington read the following items “A” through “C” for the 

Board’s consideration.  Item “C” was to be considered separately:  

A. 2013 REAL ESTATE TAX LEVY ORDINANCES:  

 
i. ORDINANCE M-1907:   An ordinance levying taxes for corporate 

purposes and for special funds for the fiscal year commencing on the first 

day of May 2014 and ending on the thirtieth day of April, 2015 for the 

Village of Homewood, Illinois. 

 
ii. ORDINANCE M-1908:  An ordinance increasing the 2013 Street and 

Bridge Tax Levy in the Village of Homewood, Cook County, Illinois. 

 

iii. ORDINANCE M-1909:  An ordinance directing the Cook County Clerk to 

reduce the Village of Homewood’s 2013 Levy, if necessary, to comply 

with the Property Tax Extension Limitation Law. 

 
B. ORDINANCE MC-900 / REDUCTION OF CLASS 2 LIQUOR LICENSES:  An 

ordinance amending Section 10-58 of the Municipal Code of the Village of 

Homewood, Cook County, Illinois, to decrease the number of permitted Class 2 

Package Liquor Licenses from ten to nine.    

 
C. ORDINANCE MC-901 / AMUSEMENT TAX:  An ordinance amending Chapter 

102 of the Homewood Municipal Code imposing a five percent tax on 

amusements.  
 

Finance Director Bubenik apologized for errors in the previous figures that were submitted 

regarding costs in the tax levy.  The correct numbers are: 

     IMRF - $522,750      Police Pension: $955,455  Fire Pension: $327,122  

Trustee Kataras indicated that the Village was attempting to resolve a difficult situation which 

could be financially challenging to the Village if one path is taken and financially challenging to 

employees if the other path is sought.  Therefore, he suggested taking the pension fund out of the 

tax cap.  Trustees Purcell and Heiferman thanked Dennis and indicated that they support his 

efforts. 

A motion was made by Trustee Kataras and seconded by Trustee Colton to pass, approve, accept, 

or award Omnibus Vote items “A” through “C”. 

Roll Call: AYES – Trustee Kataras, Trustee Purcell, Trustee Colton, Trustee Heiferman, and 

Trustee Robertson.   NAYS – None.   ABSENT – Trustee Dawkins.   The motion carried. 



OLD/NEW BUSINESS:  

 

2014-17 AUDIT SERVICES:   

 
Finance Director Bubenik presented information about entering into a contract for Audit Services 

for the Village.  He stated that Lauterbach and Amen had the necessary experience and the 

lowest cost. Afterwards, a representative from Lauterbach & Amen presented more detailed 

information regarding the contract into which the Village was considering.  When the 

representative was finished, President Hofeld mentioned that changing audit firms occasionally 

is good. 

 

A motion was made by Trustee Colton and seconded by Trustee Purcell to approve the contract 

for audit services through Lauterbach and Amen for a price of Audit 4/30/2014 - $30,000, Audit 

4/30/2015 - $30,700, Audit 4/30/2016 - $31,400, and Audit 4/30/17 - $32,100. 

 

Roll Call: AYES – Trustee Kataras, Trustee Purcell, Trustee Colton, Trustee Heiferman, and 

Trustee Robertson.   NAYS – None.   ABSENT – Trustee Dawkins.   The motion carried. 

DOWNTOWN HOMEWOOD BUSINESS INCENTIVE PROGRAM:   

 

Community Development Director Wallrich discussed the establishment of a Downtown 

Homewood Business Incentive Program to provide assistance for properties located in the B-1 

District but not within a TIF District.  When Paula finished her report, Trustee Kataras 

questioned the lack of a contingency clause in the lease regarding repayment to the Village if the 

applicant gets the incentive but does not fix the problems of the property.   

 

A motion was made by Trustee Kataras and seconded by Trustee Colton to approve the creation 

of a Downtown Homewood Business Incentive Program for businesses located in the B-1 

Overlay District that are not within a TIF District. 

 

Roll Call: AYES – Trustee Kataras, Trustee Purcell, Trustee Colton, Trustee Heiferman, and 

Trustee Robertson.   NAYS – None.   ABSENT – Trustee Dawkins.   The motion carried. 

RESOLUTION R-2162 / BUSINESS INCENTIVE AGREEMENT / DOWNTOWN 

HOMEWOOD BUSINESS FAÇADE & PROPERTY IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM / 

CIVILITEA GARDENS / 2025 RIDGE ROAD:   

 
Community Development Director Wallrich discussed a request from Ms. Terre Robertson, 

business owner of Civilitea Gardens, for financial assistance through the Downtown Homewood 

Business Incentive Program to renovate the property located at 2025 Ridge Road to meet Village 

code. 

 



Trustee Kataras and Trustee Colton had reservations about the Village giving $25,000 for the 

project but they indicated that they would support Ms. Terre Robertson’s Civiltea Gardens to 

repair the business property where she wishes to sell tea.   The remaining Board members 

indicated that they would support the project. 

 

A motion was made by Trustee Kataras and seconded by Trustee Colton to pass a resolution 

authorizing execution of a Business Incentive Agreement between the Village of Homewood and 

Civiltea Gardens, LLC. 

 

Roll Call: AYES – Trustee Kataras, Trustee Purcell, Trustee Colton, Trustee Heiferman, and 

Trustee Robertson.   NAYS – None.   ABSENT – Trustee Dawkins.   The motion carried. 

ORDINANCE M-1910 / 911 SURCHARGE REFERENDUM: 

Discussion and a vote were deferred. 

 

MANAGER’S REPORT: A verbal report was not provided. 

GENERAL BOARD DISCUSSION:  Trustee Kataras complimented the Fire Department on 

the good job they did in extinguishing a fire this week on Rockwell Avenue.  The firefighters put 

out the fire while showing the utmost professionalism.  Trustee Purcell and Trustee Colton 

congratulated the staff on the Holiday Lights event.  Last, Board members wished everyone 

Happy Holidays. 

ADJOURN: A motion was made by Trustee Robertson and seconded by Trustee Colton to 

adjourn the Regular Meeting at 8:16 p.m.     

Roll Call: AYES – Trustee Kataras, Trustee Purcell, Trustee Colton, Trustee Heiferman, and 

Trustee Robertson.   NAYS – None.   ABSENT – Trustee Dawkins.   The motion carried. 

Respectfully submitted, 

          

Karen Washington_ 

Village Clerk 

 


