
VILLAGE OF HOMEWOOD 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING 
TUESDAY—SEPTEMBER 13, 2016 
VILLAGE HALL BOARD ROOM 

 
CALL TO ORDER:  Village President Hofeld called the regular meeting to order at 7:30 
p.m. There were 5 people from the public present. Two press representatives were in 
attendance. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Village President Hofeld led the audience in the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 
ROLL CALL: Clerk Marilyn Thomas called the roll. Those present were Village 
President Richard Hofeld, Trustee Barbara Dawkins, Trustee Lisa Purcell, Trustee Karen 
Washington, Trustee Anne Colton, Trustee Jay Heiferman and Trustee Larry Burnson.  
  
INTRODUCTION OF STAFF:  Village President Hofeld introduced staff members in 
attendance: Village Attorney Christopher Cummings, Village Manager Jim Marino, 
Director of Finance Dennis Bubenik, Director of Community Marketing and Events Zach 
Thomas, and Assistant Village Manager Michael Marzal. 
 
MINUTES: There were no comments or corrections to the minutes of the meeting of 
August 23, 2016. A motion was made by Trustee Colton and seconded by Trustee Purcell 
to approve the minutes of the August 23, 2016, regular board meeting. 
 
Roll Call: AYES – Trustees Dawkins, Purcell, Washington, Colton, Heiferman and 
Burnson. NAYS – None. Motion carried. 
 
CLAIMS LIST:  The Claims List of $1,205,337.52 was reviewed. There were no 
questions from the Trustees. 
 
A motion was made by Trustee Colton and seconded by Trustee Purcell to approve the 
Claims List as presented.  
 
Roll Call: AYES – Trustees Dawkins, Purcell, Washington, Colton, Heiferman and 
Burnson. NAYS – None. Motion carried. 
 
President Hofeld reported the four largest payments on the Claims List totaled 70 percent 
of the bills:  $76,721.24 to Thorn Creek Sanitary District; $466,695.01 to the City of 
Harvey for water (2 payments); $196,667.96 for employee health insurance for 
September; $124,527.55 to Redzone Robotics for televised views of sewers. 
 
APPOINTMENTS: A motion was made by Trustee Washington and seconded by Trustee 
Colton to re-appoint Heather Kertsten to the Community Relations Commission for a 
term ending September 13, 2019.  
 



Roll Call: AYES – Trustees Dawkins, Purcell, Washington, Colton, Heiferman and 
Burnson. NAYS – None. Motion carried. 
 
HEAR FROM THE AUDIENCE: President Hofeld invited members of the audience to 
speak on any subject not on the agenda. No comments were offered. 
 
OMNIBUS REPORT: Clerk Thomas presented the Omnibus Vote: 
 
 

A. BID AWARD / WATER MAIN PARTS: Award the bid for the purchase of 
water main parts, for the Lyn Court Water Main Replacement Project to HD 
Supply Waterworks of Mokena, Illinois, the lowest responsible bidder, in 
the total amount of $40,646.20.  

 
B. BID AWARD/ STICKER FREE LEAF COLLECTION: Award the bid for 

leaf pickup services to Homewood Disposal Service, Inc. of Homewood, 
Illinois in an amount not to exceed $21,200.00   

 
C. MEETING CANCELLATION/ OCTOBER 11, 2016: The cancellation of 

the regular Board meeting scheduled for October 11, 2016.   
 
A motion was made by Trustee Burnson and seconded by Trustee Colton to award 
the bids and accept the proposed meeting cancellation on the Omnibus Vote as 
presented.    
 
Roll Call: AYES – Trustees Dawkins, Purcell, Washington, Colton, Heiferman and 
Burnson. NAYS – None. Motion carried. 
 
OLD/NEW BUSINESS: 
LIQUOR LICENSE/CLASS 14/GRAPE 7& GRAIN: Edia Santiago, the soon-to-be 
owner of Grape & Grain, 18031 Dixie Highway, has asked for changes to the liquor 
license she will inherit when she purchases the business. Director Bubenik outlined how 
the license was created as a special class to accommodate the previous owner who 
wanted to make Grape & Grain a specialty business. Bubenik is recommending the 
Trustees approve the changes being proposed for the license: change the description of 
“spirits” to scotch, bourbon and whiskey; limit beer sales to craft beer; use definitions of 
craft beer, select/fine wine and craft scotch/bourbon/whiskey based on the Illinois Liquor 
Control Act. 
 
Santiago also plans to expand the business to include music performances, links to 
community events and hosting specialty parties.  
 
A motion was made by Trustee Colton and seconded by Trustee Purcell to instruct staff 
to draft a change to the liquor license statutes to accommodate changes at Grape & Grain.  
 
Roll Call: AYES – Trustees Dawkins, Purcell, Washington, Colton, and Burnson. 



NAYS –Heiferman. Motion carried. 
 
NON-TRANSFERABLE LIQUOR LICENSES: 
The Board also heard a proposal from Attorney Cummings to change the liquor license 
rules in the Municipal Code so that licenses do not automatically transfer when a business 
is sold. Cummings told Trustees the change will enable the Liquor Control Commissioner 
and Trustees to control the number of liquor licenses. It also will give the Liquor Control 
Commissioner and Trustees the opportunity to approve new businesses and their 
approaches to serving alcohol in Homewood. 
 
Trustees agreed with this suggested change. Trustee Burnson said he has had a long-
standing concern about open liquor licenses. 
 
A motion was made by Trustee Purcell and seconded by Trustee Dawkins to instruct staff 
to draft language that would amend the Municipal Code dealing with liquor licenses to 
include this new language. 
 
Roll Call: AYES – Trustees Dawkins, Purcell, Washington, Colton, Heiferman and 
Burnson. NAYS – None. Motion carried. 
 
AUDIT PRESENTATION: Finance Director Bubenik offered comments on the Village’s 
budgets and audits. He said for the past 16 years, audited revenues have been at 101 
percent of budgeted revenues, and expenses at 99 percent.  
 
Matt Beran of Lauterbach & Amen, LLP said his firm had completed an independent 
audit of Homewood’s finances ending April 30, 2016. The audit shows a negative $9 
million because of a change in required accounting procedures for pension funds. All 
municipalities must show, beginning this past year, how much is owed to pension funds 
to make them whole. It does not affect the Village’s bottom line in its daily revenues and 
expenses. 
 
The Village of Homewood’s general fund balance is $7.9 million. It shows a net change 
of approximately $1.3 million because of increased sales tax collection and costs that 
came in below budget. The water/sewer fund carried a balance of $1.7 million. That is 
attributed to the changes made with the new water meters and expenses coming in below 
budget. 
 
Beran applauded the Village staff for the excellent job it does in managing and reporting 
revenue and expenses. 
 
A motion was made by Trustee Purcell and seconded by Trustee Colton to accept the 
audit of Village accounts ending April 30, 2016. 
 
Roll Call: AYES – Trustees Dawkins, Purcell, Washington, Colton, Heiferman and 
Burnson. NAYS – None. Motion carried. 
 



MANAGER’S REPORT: None. 
 
GENERAL BOARD DISCUSSION: Trustee Washington invited the community to Fall 
Fest and the Chili Cook-Off on Saturday, Sept. 17. Trustee Heiferman commended 
organizers for designating the Homewood Science Center as the beneficiary of revenues 
from the chili event. 
 
A motion was made by Trustee Purcell and seconded by Trustee Washington to adjourn 
the regular meeting of the Village trustees. 
 
Roll Call: AYES – Trustees Dawkins, Purcell, Washington, Colton, Heiferman and 
Burnson. NAYS – None. Motion carried. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:05 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Marilyn Thomas 
Village Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


