
VILLAGE OF HOMEWOOD 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING 

TUESDAY—JANUARY 23, 2018 
VILLAGE HALL BOARD ROOM 

 
 
CALL TO ORDER:  Village President Hofeld called the regular meeting to order 
at 7:30 p.m. There were approximately 10 members of the public and two press 
representatives present.  
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  Village President Hofeld led trustees in the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 
 
ROLL CALL: Clerk Marilyn Thomas called the roll. Those present were Village 
President Richard Hofeld, Trustee Barbara Dawkins, Trustee Lisa Purcell, 
Trustee Karen Washington, Trustee Jay Heiferman and Trustee Larry Burnson. 
Trustee Anne Colton was absent. 
  
INTRODUCTION OF STAFF:  Village President Hofeld introduced staff members 
in attendance: Village Attorney Christopher Cummings, Village Manager Jim 
Marino, Director of Finance Dennis Bubenik, Director of Economic and 
Community Development Angela Mesaros and Assistant Village Manager 
Napoleon Haney. 
 
MINUTES: The minutes of the regular meeting of January 9, 2018, were 
presented. There were no comments or corrections. 
 
A motion was made by Trustee Burnson and seconded by Trustee Heiferman to 
approve the minutes of January 9, 2018, as presented. 
 
Roll Call: AYES – Trustees Dawkins, Washington, Heiferman and 
Burnson. NAYS – None.  ABSTAIN – Trustee Purcell. Motion carried. 
 
CLAIMS LIST:  The Claims List of $1,243,671.26 was reviewed. There were no 
questions from the Trustees. 
 
A motion was made by Trustee Purcell and seconded by Trustee Burnson to 
approve the Claims List as presented.  
 
Roll Call: AYES – Trustees Dawkins, Purcell, Washington, 
Heiferman and Burnson. NAYS – None. Motion carried. 
 
APPOINTMENTS: President Hofeld presented to the board for consideration, the 
appointment of Gianni Sansone to serve on the Community Relations 
Commission through January 23, 2021, and the appointment of Brandon J. Svec 
to serve on the Economic Development Committee through January 23, 2020. 
 



A motion was made by Trustee Purcell and seconded by Trustee Washington to 
approve the appointments of Gianni Sansone and Brandon Svec. 
 
Roll Call: AYES – Trustees Dawkins, Purcell, Washington, 
Heiferman and Burnson. NAYS – None. Motion carried. 
 
Clerk Thomas administered the oath of office to Sansone and Svec. 
 
HEAR FROM THE AUDIENCE: President Hofeld invited members of the 
audience to speak on any subject not on the agenda. No comments were offered. 
 
OMNIBUS VOTE: Clerk Thomas presented the Omnibus Vote: 
 

A.  RESOLUTION R-2295/ HOME RULE SALES TAX: Pass a 
resolution confirming the Village of Homewood’s intention to enact 
a sales tax of one quarter of one percent (0.0025) and to distribute 
100% of the proceeds to the schools, park district and library if 
home rule is approved.    

 
B. ORDINANCE M-2068/ FIRST AMENDMENT TO LEASE 

AGREEMENT – CROWN CASTLE/ 17755 ASHLAND AVENUE: 
Pass an ordinance approving the First Amendment to a Ground 
Lease Agreement presently in effect between the Village of 
Homewood as Lessor and Crown Castle GT Company, LLC as 
Lessee for the telecommunication tower at 17755 Ashland Avenue, 
Homewood, Cook County, Illinois.     

 
C. BID AWARD/HOMEWOOD SCIENCE CENTER BOILER: Award 

the bid for the Homewood Science Center Boiler Replacement 
Project to Amber Mechanical Systems, Inc., the lowest possible 
bidder, in a total amount of $42,500.00.    

 
D. CONTRACT RENEWAL/ AUDIT SERVICES RENEWAL 

CONTRACT: Authorize the Village President to renew the contract 
with Lauterbach & Amen, LLP, Naperville, IL, for four-year fiscal 
term ending April 30, 2018 through April 30, 2021.  

 
E. INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT/ SOUTH SUBURBAN 

LAND BANK AND DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY: Authorize the 
Village President to enter into an intergovernmental agreement 
between the Village of Homewood and the South Suburban Land 
Bank and Development Authority (SSLBDA) for acquisition of 
certain properties through abandonment to facilitate the 
redevelopment of the vacant properties.    

  



A motion was made by Trustee Purcell and seconded by Trustee Dawkins for the 
board to pass, approve, authorize, accept, or award the items on the Omnibus 
Report as presented. 

Roll Call: AYES – Trustees Dawkins, Purcell, Washington, 
Heiferman and Burnson and President Hofeld. NAYS – None. Motion 
carried. 
 
OLD/NEW BUSINESS: Director Mesaros came before the board to present plans 
for a Freddy’s Frozen Custard and Steakburgers Restaurant at 17601 Halsted St. 
She called the board’s attention to a request by the developer for a sign variance 
for the building. The proposal calls for signage on the east side to attract business 
from within the shopping plaza. Allowing that signage will put the restaurant 
over the allowable limit. The signage request was rejected by the Appearance 
Commission.  An alternate plan that eliminated signage on the east was 
approved, but the developer asked to appeal the signage restrictions directly to 
the board. 
 
Greg Waldo, representing the company, spoke at the meeting. He said the 
business wanted the east side signage to attract customers, and he cited east side 
signage at neighboring businesses: VisionWorks, Pot Belly’s and Mattress Firm. 
Visibility from both Halsted Street and the mall are essential. 
 
President Hofeld said because the narrow portion of the property faces Halsted 
Street signage will be limited, so this business should be granted a variance for 
additional signage.  There were no comments from the public or trustees. 
 
A motion was made by Trustee Burnson and seconded by Trustee Purcell to 
approve Ordinance M-2066 amending the PUD amendment for construction and 
a sign variance for the business at 17601 Halsted St. 
 
Roll Call: AYES – Trustees Dawkins, Purcell, Washington, 
Heiferman and Burnson. NAYS – None. Motion carried. 
 
MANAGER’S REPORT:  Manager Marino said the village will host a home rule 
information meeting at 7 p.m. Feb. 1 at the Marie Irwin Center. Two speakers will 
address the topic and take questions. 
 
BOARD DISCUSSION: Trustee Washington invited the public to the Indoor 
Farmers Market from 8 a.m. to noon on Saturday, Jan. 27, at the Irwin Center.  
The Indoor Farmers Market will also be held the last Saturday of February, 
March and April. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: A motion was made by Trustee Purcell and seconded by 
Trustee Washington to move to Executive Session to discuss the semi-annual 
review of closed session minutes and the purchase or lease of real property. 
 



Roll Call: AYES – Trustees Dawkins, Purcell, Washington, 
Heiferman and Burnson and President Hofeld. NAYS – None. Motion 
carried. 
 
The board adjourned to Executive Session at 7:50 p.m. 
 
The board returned from Executive Session at 8:10 p.m. 
 
A motion was made by Trustee Dawkins and seconded by Trustee Purcell to 
adjourn the regular meeting of the Board of Trustees. The meeting adjourned on 
voice vote. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Marilyn Thomas 
Village Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


