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Village Of Homewood 

Rail Committee Notes  

for January 4, 2017 Meeting  

  

Village Board Room   

2020 Chestnut  

Homewood, IL 60430 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER: 
Due to no quorum, we were unable to have an official meeting. These are notes from the discussion 
that took place.  
 
ROLL CALL: 
Phil Dillman, Lyle Ashford, and Tom Grant  
 
Not in Attendance: Wally Hein, Joe Krol, and Bill Woelfel  
 
Board and Staff Liaison in attendance: Village Staff: Zach Thomas and Allisa Opyd  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 No minutes were approved due to lack of quorum.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 
There were no public comments made at the meeting.  
 
AGENDA ITEMS:  
A discussion took place on the following items:  

 
A. Hobo Night Review: Thomas reviewed with the group Hobo Night that took place on October 

8, 6:30 PM to 8:30 PM. 
What worked well for Hobo Night?  

a) The timing for the programming worked well and should not change for 2017  
b) Hobo stew was a great addition to the event; consider doing it again at least for one 

more year. Consider another tasting for 2018  
c) Continue with the hobo sacks (bindles)  
d) Keep the decoder as part of the “Hobo Bindle” 
e) Keep the costume contest prizes from Forever Yogurt 

Consider changes for Hobo Night 
a) Need more cups for hot chocolate 
b) Order 2 large containers of hot chocolate 
c) Have (2) volunteers handing out donuts 
d) Have 2-3 more volunteers for the tour of the engine to help people exit. There is a bottle 

neck because people are unsure where to exit 
e) Consider a theme of leave your identity behind and become a hobo  
f) Identify a better way to distribute Hobo names 
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g) Hobo Lullaby by Arlo Guthrie for decoder 
h) Have the bindles pre-made, the current way takes too long for kids to create  
i) In the bindles have 2 s’more kits and decoder  
j) Consider having extra s’more kits already made 
k) Double the order from 2016, we ran out of bindles after 7:00PM 
l.) Have MG Bailey play until 8:00PM 

 
B. Information for Rail Fest:  

a) Layouts will receive $50 gas card and lunch for all team members 
b) Opyd will start recruiting more food vendors  
c) Identify how best to work with the Homewood Science Center 
d) Thomas will post information about Homewood Rail Fest on Rail Fan sites 
e) Need at least one O gauge layout at the event 
f) HO, N, G gauge layouts are at the event 
g) Determine a way  to attract more serious rail collectors and vendors 

 
NEXT MEETING: March 8, at 7:00 PM in the Village Board Room 
 
ADJOURNMENT: No motion was made. 
. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

Allisa Opyd 
Events Manager, Staff Liaison       


