
 
 

 

Meeting Minutes  |  Page 1 

 

Village of Homewood 
Community Relations Commission 
for May 3, 2019 Notes 
  
Village Board Room   
2020 Chestnut  
Homewood, IL 60430 

 

 

 
CALL TO ORDER: 
7:07PM   
 
ROLL CALL: Andre Thames, Gianni Sansone, Nancy Spaniak, Robert Pascarella, Phil Kosanovich, and Troy 
O’Quin. 
 
Not in Attendance: Tom Hamilton, Shannon Olison, Heather Kersten, Ardell Roundtree, Board Liaison 
Lauren Roman  
  
Board and Staff Liaison in attendance:  Staff Liaisons Jen Quirke and Allisa Opyd  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: There were no meeting minutes to review or approve; however, the 
committee requested at the June 3 meeting the February notes be sent for review and motion.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: No Public Comments were made.  
 
DISCUSSION ITEMS:  

A. Community Peace-Ology  
Marketing Director Jen Quirke reviewed the HF community Peace-Ology seminar that took place in 
response to the racial concerns at HF High School. A Sociologist, Dr. Peter St. Jean, hosted the 
seminar. The goal was to create a dialogue about race. Speakers at the seminar Mayor Hofeld, a 
Trustee from Flossmoor, Rev. Jesse Jackson, and public comments. The participants broke into small 
groups to discuss questions about society and race. The forum was a starting point for additional 
meetings to take place. Homewood Flossmoor High School will host future meetings for parents.    
  
B. Review and Volunteers for Rail Fest-May 18  
Opyd reviewed Rail Fest programming. The event footprint is the same as the last few years: train 
layouts are located in the auditorium and the vendors under 30’x60’ tent, on Martin Avenue.  New 
this year: The layouts will be interactive with a scavenger hunt. Children will receive a scavenger 
hunt flyer with cropped photos of the layouts for children to find the item in the layout.  
Allisa asked for volunteers and will send an email to the group after the Rail Committee meeting for 
task and times.  
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C. Artisan Street Fair   
Artisan Street Fair June 7 and June 8. The event will open on Friday, June 7 at 4PM-9PM and 
Saturday, June 8 at 10AM to 6PM. At 6PM, the artisans will tear down; however, the after party will 
start at 6PM-9PM. The event has a total of 105 art vendors attending and eight food vendors, not 
including dessert vendors that will be placed at Hickory and Dixie Hwy. At the June 3 meeting, the 
committee will review volunteer opportunities.  
 
Live entertainment schedule 
Friday, June 7 
4PM-5:15PM MG Bailey 
5:15-6:15PM The McDowell Brothers 
 7PM-9PM Nasty Snacks  
 
Saturday, June 8 
10AM- Noon Butterfield Creek 
1PM-3PM Timeless 
4PM-6PM Work in Progress 
 
After Party Not My Dad  
 
Crafts 
Saturday June 8 
10AM-11:30 AM Bottle Cap Art with the Homewood Science Center  
12PM-1:30PM Cardboard Mosaic with the Homewood Science Center 
2PM-3:30PM Painting your Garden with Doughney Designs  
4PM-5:30PM Paper garland with Loulou Belle  
 
D. Farmers Market Programming  
The outdoor Farmers Market starts May 25, 8AM-1PM, and ends October 12. The Wednesday Night 
Market starts June 12, 4PM-9PM. The goal at each market is to have not only the fresh produce, 
prepared foods, flowers, and more, but fun activities as well. There will be a Kindermarket where 
kids will have a space to play with blocks, crafts, face painting, yoga, library story time, and Pop-Up 
Science. Also, the Village is working with Redbird to have cooking demonstrations. The goal is to 
have businesses sponsor the activities.    
 
E. Lighthouse Pride Party  
Lighthouse LGBTQ has collaborated with the Homewood Business Association and the Village of 
Homewood to have the Lighthouse Pride Party in downtown Homewood, on Friday, June 28, 5PM-
9PM.   The event footprint is the same as the Saturday Farmers Markets. The event will have food 
vendors, activities for kids, and LQBTQ outreach organizations.  
 
F. July Parade  
Bag pipers have been confirmed however, no contract signed. Opyd is working on the programming 
for the parade. The group agreed to have again this year a quiet zone on Dixie Hwy to Ridge Road.  
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GENERAL DISCUSSION: 
Marketing Director Quirke has redesigned the Village Key. There is a new look as well as the layout. In 
upcoming Village Keys will have a section on how the Village serves the community, each department 
will have an article.   
 
NEXT MEETING: Monday, June 3, 2019, at 7:00PM 
ADJOURNMENT:  No motion was made to adjourn.  

Respectfully submitted, 
Allisa Opyd   


