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Village Of Homewood 
Appearance Commission 
May 5, 2016 
6:00 p.m. 
  
Village Hall Board Room 
2020 Chestnut Road 
Homewood, IL 60430 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER:  Chairman Wright called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL:  Members Hrymak, Pohrte, Beele, Hayes, Knoeppel, and Chairman Wright were 
present.  In attendance from the Village was Director of Economic and Community Development 
Tom Vander Woude.   There were 7 people in the audience.   
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Chairman Wright asked if there were any additions or corrections 
to the minutes of April 7, 2016. There being none, Member Beele made a motion to approve the 
minutes of April 7, 2016 as presented; seconded by Member Hrymak.    
 
AYES:  Members Hrymak, Pohrte, Beele, Knoeppel, and Chairman Wright 
NAYES:  None 
ABSTENTIONS:  Member Hayes 
ABSENT:  None 
Motion passed unanimously.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  There were no comments from the audience. 
 
AGENDA ITEMS: 
 
Case No. 16-11, 17545 Halsted Street – PUD Amendment:  Chairman Wright introduced the 
case and invited Staff Liaison Vander Woude to give a brief overview. 
 
Staff Liaison Vander Woude stated that Menards has revised their expansion plan to include more 
extensive renovations and overall enhancements to the store and site.  Some of the more notable 
changes are an upgraded façade, reconfiguration of the parking lot with revised lighting, upgraded 
landscaping, revised signage, and expansion of the lumber yard. 
 
Mr. Tom O’Neil, representing Menards, stated that Menards decided to close the store completely 
during their remodeling, which gives them an opportunity to expand the proposed improvements 
and completed the renovation in a shorter period of time.   
 
Chairman Wright noted that one of the major changes was the reduction of parking spaces.  Mr. 
O’Neil noted that they are comfortable with the proposed number of 359 spaces even on a rare 
heavily used day such as Black Friday.  He further noted that the garden center that normally is set 
up in the parking lot will now be set up in the lumber yard area, thereby freeing up more spaces. 
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Member Hrymak stated he had no concern over the reduction of parking spaces but questioned if 
there would be an entrance at the garden area.  Mr. O’Neil stated there would not be an additional 
entrance at that location.  Member Hrymak added he liked the additional landscaping as well as the 
design and color changes to the elevation. 
 
In response to questioning from Member Pohrte, Mr. O’Neil noted that the façade over the garden 
center area will be only a small projection from the store and not a full awning. 
 
Member Beele stated he agreed with Member Hrymak that it would be beneficial to have a separate 
entrance at the garden area.   
 
Member Hayes had no questions. 
 
Member Knoeppel questioned the coloring of the cap trim over the emerald green panels.  Mr. 
O’Neil stated he would get clarification on the coloring. 
 
There being no further questions, a motion was made by Member Hrymak to approve Case 16-11, 
approval of elevations, fencing, landscaping and signage for a major PUD amendment to the Park 
Place Plaza Planned Unit Development to expand the existing Menards site and store with variances 
from underlying zoning regulations for minimum parking spaces, maximum sign height, maximum 
sign area, minimum landscaping, minimum number of loading docks and maximum fence height as 
submitted in the preliminary plan.  Seconded by Member Knoeppel.   
 
AYES:  Members Hrymak, Pohrte, Beele, Hayes, Knoeppel, and Chairman Wright 
NAYES:  None 
ABSTENTIONS:  None 
ABSENT:  None 
Motion passed unanimously.   
 
Case No. 16-13, 17550 Halsted Street – Walmart Stores, Inc.:  Chairman Wright introduced the 
case and invited Staff Liaison Vander Woude to give a brief overview. 
 
Staff Liaison Vander Woude stated that in October of 2015 Walmart presented renovation plans to 
the Appearance Commission; however, they are now requesting revisions to that original plan.  
Some of the changes include reconfiguration of the fuel pumps, changing the color of the canopy, 
adding fuel price readers to the pole and monument signs, and shifting around some landscaping to 
increase visibility of those signs.   
 
Mr. Dan Miletic, of Manhard Consulting, represented Walmart and noted that the main reason for 
the revisions was to improve visibility.   
 
Member Hrymak stated he felt a brown canopy would be more aesthetically pleasing than the 
proposed blue colored canopy, and he did not believe fuel price signage was necessary on the 
monument sign.  
 
Member Pohrte stated she also would prefer a brown canopy.  She added that she did not believe 
the fuel price signage was necessary on the pylon or monument signs. 
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Member Beele stated he preferred a brown canopy as well.  He felt the fuel price signage was not 
necessary on the pylon sign.   
 
Member Hayes had no questions. 
 
Member Knoeppel stated he did not feel fuel price signage was necessary on the monument sign. 
 
Following discussion, Mr. Miletic stated that, prior to a decision by the Commission, he would like 
to confirm the monument sign length.   
 
Member Hrymak made a motion to approve the color brown for the fuel station canopy and 
approve the signage as proposed in the revision.  Motion died for lack of a second. 
 
Member Hrymak made a motion to approve the color brown for the fuel station canopy; seconded 
by Member Knoeppel. 
 
AYES:  Members Hrymak, Pohrte, Beele, Hayes, Knoeppel, and Chairman Wright 
NAYES:  None 
ABSTENTIONS:  None 
ABSENT:  None 
Motion passed unanimously.   
 
Case No. 16-14, 17740 Hoffman Way – Dedert Corporation:  Chairman Wright introduced the 
case and invited Staff Liaison Vander Woude to give a brief overview. 
 
Staff Liaison Vander Woude gave a brief synopsis noting that Dedert Corporation submitted plans 
to construct a penthouse addition at the southwest corner of their building at 17740 Hoffman Way.  
The proposed addition would be approximately 621 sf in area and stands 25’6” above the existing 
building which is 24’6” in height.  This addition is necessary to accommodate a spray dryer machine.  
They are proposing to use white insulated metal panels in the construction. 
 
Mr. Pat Baumgartner, Dedert Corporation, provided samples of the proposed construction materials 
and colors.  
 
Member Hrymak questioned the type of emissions produced by this plant.  Mr. Baumgartner said 
the majority of what is emitted is steam.   
 
Following discussion, a motion was made by Member Beele to approve Case 16-14, approving 
building materials, being white with a matte finish, for the proposed Dedert penthouse addition at 
the southwest corner of their building at 17740 Hoffman Way, contingent upon Dedert providing a 
landscaping plan that includes trees of sufficient height to screen the southwest corner of the 
building.  Seconded by Member Pohrte. 
 
AYES:  Members Hrymak, Pohrte, Beele, Hayes, Knoeppel, and Chairman Wright 
NAYES:  None 
ABSTENTIONS:  None 
ABSENT:  None 
Motion passed unanimously.   
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Case No. 16-18, Northeast corner of Halsted and 175th – Hanson Material Service:  Chairman 
Wright introduced the case and invited Staff Liaison Vander Woude to give a brief overview. 
 
Staff Liaison Vander Woude stated that Hanson Material Service has approached the Village with 
plans to begin mining an area in Homewood northeast of the intersection of Halsted Street and 
175th Street.  As a component of the development, Hanson has agreed to implement the Halsted 
Corridor Landscaping plan along 175th Street and Halsted Street.  He noted that the proposed plan 
was reviewed by the Village Arborist, and his comments have been incorporated into the final plan 
as presented.   
 
Mr. Jeff Brasuell with Hanson Material Service introduced Mr. Don Rietveld with Oak Ridge.  Mr. 
Rietveld provided more specific information on the proposed landscaping materials to be used.   
 
Member Hrymak was concerned about the ability to water the newly landscaped area.  Mr. Rietveld 
stated that most of the plants are draught-tolerant, but if necessary, a water truck is available.  
Member Hrymak also asked about signage.  Mr. Braswell stated there were no plans for signs. 
 
In response to questioning by Member Pohrte, it was noted that the landscaping would extend 
approximately 75 feet in each direction.  
 
Member Beele asked about the remainder of the property along 175th Street.  It was noted that the 
area is about 400 feet in length, with the proposed landscaping being about 25 percent.  The intent 
for the remainder would be to keep the natural character of the property. 
 
Member Hayes suggested adding wild garlic to the plantings and was also concerned about the 
continued maintenance of the landscaping.  Mr. Rietveld stated that this new landscaping would be 
added to his maintenance schedule. As to trash being collected along the fence line, Mr. Braswell 
acknowledged that it is a concern. 
 
Discussion ensued wherein it was noted that additional trees and bushes will be planted north along 
the Halsted Street fence line to create an additional natural barrier.  
 
A motion was made by Member Hrymak, seconded by Member Knoeppel, to approve Case 16-18, 
approving the proposed Landscaping Plan for the northeast corner of Halsted Street and 175th Street 
contingent upon Hanson planting Village-approved trees along Halsted Street north of the 
landscaped area.   
  
AYES:  Members Hrymak, Pohrte, Beele, Hayes, Knoeppel, and Chairman Wright 
NAYES:  None 
ABSTENTIONS:  None 
ABSENT:  None 
Motion passed unanimously.   
 
NEW BUSINESS:  There was no new business discussed. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  There was no old business discussed. 
 
A motion was made by Member Beele to adjourn the meeting at 7:15 p.m.; seconded by Member 
Pohrte.  All in favor; none opposed.  Motion passed unanimously.   
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Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Thomas Vander Woude 
Staff Liaison 


