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Village of Homewood 
Community Relations Commission 
Minutes from March 2, 2020 
  
Village Board Room   
2020 Chestnut  
Homewood, IL 60430 

 

 

 
CALL TO ORDER: 
Meeting called to order at 7:04 PM. 
 
ROLL CALL:  Those present were Robert Pascarella, Gianni Sansone, Shannon Olison, and Heather 
O’Malley. In attendance from the Village Board, Trustee Lauren Roman. Village Staff Liaison in 
attendance, Jennifer Quirke and Allisa Opyd.  
 
Not in Attendance: Phil Kosanovich, Troy O’Quin, Nancy Spaniak, Ardell Roundtree, Keith Harris, and 
Tom Hamilton. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  There was no quorum for the meeting; minutes from February 10 were not 
approved.    
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: There were no public comments.  
 
DISCUSSION ITEMS:  
 
A. Homewood’s Marketing Campaign 
a. Marketing Director Jen Quirke reviewed with the group the latest marketing campaign, “Leveling Up 

to Homewood”.  J. Quirke created the concept, wording, and design and worked with graphic 
designer for the image. The concept is Homewood in a digital world of a 90s video game. “Leveling 
Up” is a reference used by video gamers of progressing to the next level in a game. The term 
“Leveling Up” used in the campaign is of all of the amenities Homewood has to offer for people 
looking to move and taking them to the next level. The campaign has three themes of a digital 
Homewood focusing on the overall amenities, events and nightlife, and education.   

b. The campaign is on the CTA Pink and Blue train lines for six weeks, on the platforms and train cars. It 
is available on the Village’s Facebook, Instagram, and website. The success of the campaign has 
already been written about in Crain’s Chicago Business, HF Chronicle, and The Patch.  J. Quirke will 
share the campaign with realtors.   

 
B. Chocolate Fest   
The group discussed Chocolate Fest based on the outcome of the event and the discussions from the 
February 10 meeting.   

a. After further discussion, it was identified that Ravisloe has access challenges for families 
entering the building.  

b. There are still issues with recruiting participants for the Bake-Off. The group will continue to 
research ideas to assist Bake-Off participants with offsetting the cost of ingredients.  One idea is 
to charge $4 per tray, $2 would be given to the participants, the Not for Profit would receive the 
balance $2.  
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c. Consider scheduling the event in April 2021. 
d. No more baking demonstrations. 
e. Offer a wine paring with chocolate; possibly keep separate on the stage. 

 
C. July 4th Parade: 
Opyd discussed with the group the possibility of offering the July 4th parade CRC float to the League of 
Women Voters, as part of the 100th anniversary celebration of the 19th amendment, a woman’s right to 
vote in IL. The committee thought it would be a great idea. The HF Park District has decided they would 
not host Family Fun Fest at Izaak Walton, after the parade. However, Homewood’s Izaak Walton group 
would like to host a family event, 11pm-1pm. More information will be available in the next few months.     
 
D. Other Events  
Homewood is collaborating with other organizations that will have events in Homewood.  

a. Green Thumb Saturday, sponsored by The University of Illinois Master Gardeners, will start 
March 13. The group will meet at Village Hall once a month with gardening presentations.  

b. H-F Clean-Up, sponsored by the H-F Green Team, will spring clean in the villages.    
 

  GENERAL DISCUSSION  

  There was no general discussion with the group.  

NEXT MEETING: Monday, April 6, at 7:00PM 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  No formal adjournment due to no quorum. 
   

 Respectfully submitted, 
Allisa Opyd    


