MEETING MINUTES

Village of Homewood
Community Relations Commission
Minutes from February 10, 2020

THE VILLAGE OF

HOM EWOOD Village Board Room

: 2020 Chestnut
93 Homewood, IL 60430

CALL TO ORDER:
Meeting called to order at 7:04 PM.

ROLL CALL: Phil Kosanovich, Andre Thames, Robert Pascarella, Troy O’Quin, Gianni Sansone, Nancy
Spaniak, Keith Harris were present. In attendance from the Village Board, Trustee Lauren Roman. Village
Staff Liaison in attendance, Allisa Opyd.

Not in Attendance: Ardell Roundtree, Shannon Olison, Heather O’'Malley, and Tom Hamilton

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: R. Pascarella motioned to approve the minutes, K. Harris seconded the
motion.

PUBLIC COMMENTS: There were no public comments.
DISCUSSION ITEMS:

A. Chocolate Fest: February 22
a) New for 2020, we will have a coffee vendor, Enactus, from North Central College to sell their free
trade coffee beans and chocolates from Guatemala. We will also give Chocolate Fest bags, similar
to the farmer’s market bags for the vendors to hand out. A. Opyd and J. Quirke identified new
ideas after attending Morton Arboretum’s chocolate event. Opyd presented these ideas to the
group as possible changes to the event in 2021. The group subsequently discussed them.
e Cancel baking demonstration.
e Cancel baking contest.
e |t has become too expensive for participants.
¢ Not enough people participate.
¢ The risk of food allergies
e Offer wine vendor samplings
e Have a wine paring with chocolate demonstration
e Copper Still to offer chocolate martini.
e Rabid to create a chocolate stout.
e Continue to have activities for children.
e Possibly change the venue to Ravisloe
e Adults to participate in a chocolate bar crawl. They will take a trolley from Ravisloe to
the downtown.
e Sell tickets, profits to go to a not for profit, for a fast pass, skip the line for bake-off
sampling.
e Offer additional food items besides Empanadaus.
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e Possibly move the date to the first Saturday in February, confirm if the vendors are not
too busy.
e Determine if the event should be 9am to noon or noon to 4pm.
b) Chocolate Fest Volunteers
Vendor Concierge 8:45 Arrival-10:30AM: assist vendors (2 volunteers)
Phil
Bob

Bake-Off 9:45AM-11:30AM (5 volunteers needed)
Lauren

Troy

Gianni

Decorating: Oversee the chef’s hat and apron decorating

Need (2) Volunteers 10:30 AM to 12:00 PM
(2) csc

Nancy

(1) volunteer S’'mores Kits

B. Homewood’s Restaurant Week
Opyd reviewed with the group Homewood’s inaugural Restaurant Week, March 1-7. The Village has
collaborated with Homewood Business Association, Homewood Area Chamber, and HF Chronicle to host
Homewood’s own Restaurant Week. Restaurants will offer prix fixed menus, discounted food items, or
specials with an entrée. To increase awareness of Restaurant Week, we will offer punch cards for
patrons to have punched or initialed by the restaurant. The punch cards can be obtained at UpsDaisy
Boutique. Once patrons have obtained four of either a punch or an initial from the restaurant, they will
take the punch card to Redbird Café and receive a Restaurant Week t-shirt. In addition, the punch card
will be entered in a raffle to win an HBA raffle basket. Restaurant Week specials are for dine in only.
Participating Restaurants:

1. Maple Tree Inn

Grady’s Snack and Dine
. Pop’s Italian Beef

10. Redbird Café

11. Rudy’s at Balagio

12. Vida Taco’s

2. LaVoute

3. 5% Quarter

4. Asian Harbor
5. Aurelio’s Pizza
6. Balagio’s

7. Culture

8.

9

C. Review Not-For-Profit 2020 Events:
Opyd reviewed additional not-for-profit events the Village will assist in hosting and promoting.
e HF Clean-Up Day April 4
e SSHS 5K-May 30
e Lighthouse Party-June 26
e Downtown Homewood Music Fest-July 11
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Wellness Fest-July 18

South Suburban Family Shelter 40 Year Celebration-July 25
Porch Fest-August 8

HAC 0.3K Run-September 19

Cancer Support Centers Walk of Hope-October 4

GENERAL DISCUSSION

Trustee Roman reviewed with the committee Village updates.
e There are no updates from The Village on the status of Calumet Country Club.
e Park Pastry will open a bakery in the former Fratello’s restaurant.
e The Village will not receive taxes from Windy City Cannabis until July.

NEXT MEETING: Monday, March 2, at 7:00PM

ADJOURNMENT: T. O’Quin motioned to adjourn the meeting. Member G. Sansone seconded the
motion.

Respectfully submitted,
Allisa Opyd
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