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Exterior Side Yard Fence Planning Guide
Requirements: 

•	 Fence may be a maximum of 6’-0” tall.

•	 Fence may be a maximum 80% solid. See examples below.

•	 Locate the fence a minimum 3’-0” from the property line and plant shrubs, native grasses, and perennials to 
cover 75% of the planting bed along the full length of the fence fronting the street.  
Recommended plants included on the following pages. 

6’-0” maximum

Ground

Examples of 80% solid fences:

Example planting plan:

Vertical Boards
80% Solid, 20% Open

Horizontal Boards
80% Solid, 20% Open

Combination
Solid Bottom, Open Top

Shrubs

(3) 6’-wide fence panels

Group plants in odd numbers
Repeat plants to create a cohesive design 
and simplify buying and maintenance

Perennials

Grasses

Planting Tips: 
•	 Choose plants hardy to Zone 7.
•	 Native plants may be harder to find at the local home improvement stores, but will require less maintenance 

over time. Check at the local nursery for more varieties
•	 Be sure to check the anticipated mature size of your plants - do not select ones that grow larger than 6 feet.
•	 Select plants based on anticipated hours of sunlight and maintenance.
•	 Always plant odd numbers of the same plant.
•	 Generally, space shrubs 2’ - 4’ on center, or as directed per the planting instructions.
•	 Generally, space grasses and perennials 18” - 24” on center, or as directed per the planting instructions.
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Exterior Side Yard Fence Planning Guide SOUTH-FACING
Full Sun | 6+ hours of direct sunlight

Recommended Plants
This is not an exhaustive list of all possible plants; this is meant to provide inspiration or a starting point. 

All plants must be non-invasive. Avoid these common plants: Azaleas; Rhododendrons; Burning Bush; Barberries.

Shrubs

Elijah Blue Fescue

Indigo

Dwarf Deutzia

Low Scape Aronia Bluebeard

Fothergilla

Arctic Dogwood

Endless Summer 
Hydrangea

Shrub Roses

Dwarf Diervilla

Lil Devil Ninebark Spirea

Switchgrass

Black Eyed Susan

Bluestem

Asters Sage

Dropseed

Coral Bells Dwarf Daylilies

Native Grasses

Perennials
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Exterior Side Yard Fence Planning Guide NORTH-FACING OR SHADED
Shade | 4 hours or fewer of direct sunlight

Recommended Plants
This is not an exhaustive list of all possible plants; this is meant to provide inspiration or a starting point. 

All plants must be non-invasive. Avoid these common plants: Azaleas; Rhododendrons; Burning Bush; Barberries.

Native grasses are not recommended for areas receiving fewer than 6 hours of sunlight per day.

Shrubs

Ferns

Maple Leaf  
Viburnum

Dwarf Oakleaf 
Hydrangea

Spice Bush Coral Berry

Astible Hosta LobulariaCoral Bells Garden Phlox

Perennials
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Exterior Side Yard Fence Planning Guide EAST/ WEST-FACING
Partial shade

Shrubs

Catmint

Rose Mallow

Dwarf Viburnum Butterfly Bush

Coral Berry

Black Eyed Susan Shasta Daisy LiriopeHosta Dwarf Daylilies

Native Grasses

Perennials

Dwarf Deutzia

Low Scape Aronia

Fothergilla Endless Summer 
Hydrangea

Dwarf Diervilla

Lil Devil Ninebark

Elijah Blue Fescue Switchgrass Bluestem Dropseed

Recommended Plants
This is not an exhaustive list of all possible plants; this is meant to provide inspiration or a starting point. 

All plants must be non-invasive. Avoid these common plants: Azaleas; Rhododendrons; Burning Bush; Barberries.


