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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

HOMEWOOD BOARD APPROVES SECOND TATTOO STUDIO AFTER ZONING AMENDMENT

HOMEWOOD, Ill. –On Tuesday, September 26, the Village of Homewood Board of Trustees approved the

second tattoo and piercing studio to receive a special use permit. New business applicant and lifelong

Homewood resident, Robert Garrity, received a special use permit to own and operate a tattoo studio at

18661 Dixie Highway. The property was formerly zoned as the B-2 district of Homewood.

In January 2023, Homewood adopted an updated zoning ordinance and map. The previous zoning

ordinance was enacted in 2002 and the majority of the code had not been revised since. There have been

many changes in land use, economy and the law since 2002, so the Village engaged a consulting firm to

perform a comprehensive update of the zoning ordinance.

The new zoning map amendment allows Garrity an opportunity to relocate his existing tattoo business

from Calumet City to Homewood. The Southgate commercial building was previously zoned B-1 and B-2

but, due to the comprehensive amendment, is now rezoned to B-3. Tattoo studios are now allowed in the

space with a case-by-case review to assess the suitability of the proposed use to a specific site and consider

the potential impact on neighboring properties.

“I’ve been waiting for this opportunity for a long time,” said Robert Garrity. “Supporting my community

and my family is very important to me and I am very excited for this moment in my life.”

Prior to the Planning and Zoning Commission meeting held on September 14, 2023, the commission

received more than 50 emails of support for Garrity’s tattoo business Ink-N-Um, LLC to relocate to

Homewood. This is unusual, to say the least. At the meeting, approximately 25 people were in the

audience in visible and verbal support of Mr. Garrity and his tattoo business.

Due to the changes in the zoning code, Garrity will finally be allowed to move his business, after 26 years

in Calumet City, to Homewood.

For interview requests, please contact Antonia Steinmiller at 708-206-3378 or asteinmiller@homewoodil.gov.
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