Cicada

Frequently Asked Questions

How long will the cicadas be outside and in our area?
You can expect cicadas to be around for four to six weeks. Areas

with undisturbed soil and heavily wooded areas will see the
most cicadas.

Why are the cicadas so loud and how can I avoid the noise?

The loud sound you hear are the male cicadas looking for a
female to mate with. It is their mating call and cannot be
avoided. You can sleep with ear plugs or a fan blowing to help
drown the noise.

What is the best way to get rid of the cicada shells?

The most humane way to dispose of cicadas is to gather them,
dig a hole in your back yard, and bury them. This will also

help alleviate any decomposition smell you might notice.

Can I put scoop the shells and put them into my garbage cans or yard waste bags?

According to Homewood Disposal, you should NOT put the dead
cicadas or their exoskeletons in your recycle bins or yard waste bags
as they contaminate recyclable materials. You may place the dead
cicadas and shells in your garbage bins secured in a bag (if you
don’t want to bury them).

Will the cicadas ruin my flowers, plants, or garden vegetables?
Cicadas are not interested in your flowers. They feed off tree roots. You can,

however, use the dead cicadas as compost in your garden as they provide a
plethora of nutrients for your plants and vegetables.

Will I get bit by cicadas?
No, cicadas do not have teeth.

Can my dog eat the cicadas?

Sure, in moderation. Dogs love a tasty cicada treat.

How do cicadas damage the trees?

Female cicadas damage tree branches by creating
thin slits in the branches and laying their eggs.
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Is the Village of Homewood netting trees?

The Village is opting to not net any trees on public

property. Homeowners are encouraged to net trees

on their property if they have young trees that were
planted recently.

Will the Village of Homewood sweep the streets?

The Village of Homewood does not own a street sweeping
vehicle and therefore will not be sweeping any streets. If you
need to sweep cicadas off your street, please remember to not
sweep them in a storm sewer drain.

For additional questions or concerns, please contact:

Morton Arboretum
630-698-0074



